Wednesday, January s 



during 
Jan. 7 


ay 

>n 


pm>' the 

Dll' J iv* h! 
Ml III"' 10 
AfH'mt. f 
\ would 
lu m\ 
?s?r ioM 
Tunes 
lid flu - 
»l U'pic 
mjxnivy 

Ul{Jif(U 

.Kill LA 
ijf- in the 
: lIVTiin 
■ * *'\(Vv ' 

uessiuv'n 

S.tld 

i'0«ivru' 
ii Im.4; 
W .-*n 
*i*M t!*r 

IV ll|) 

.» h‘«m- 

i in .ul 

V* !i‘ 
Lm i;i 
if ad. 

J**id.is: 
iTiii Ai 
►ill fr«r«! 
ilis.ilmn 
in'' 
\'rc>. 

ill if' ns 
jlU-ii .'I*. 
i«c:i if ii. 
tin i - 

*<* "» 


ilS 


I. 


iu.-\ { >- | 

jMlII. - | 

\ ill, . -V j 
•t ; !*n-i i 

: ».rt j 

* ilili.i’ } 

i 

; 

‘ i 

u- i 

l.lk j 

a !*1ll , *‘ , i i 

>i.lr j 

- ' 1 ' f 

I 


ill-11"'. { 

i>: :•••* \ 

»•»•» i«- 5 

.,i 51.1! ri I 

9 

t m* ?i i 


l 

Ft fV ■ 
>i-fl il- j 
Mi.n ■■ | 

i 

I 

i 

«*>i in i 

*■ I 

ii!-. '■ : 




dam e (W p„ u . (i 

LIMA 

w hdi * in* s 

Hi. 

'•Miiu .2n*( 

lu-,. ’ 

1 *•. 

in-hh-,.. 

’I\ . 

»MliI oil i| 

killed I,, i '* 

1 . ■■ i , i 

V'. 

''iVXs (i*. ..j . 


■«"»* t >1:1111. . 

■ii'.i ,. 

eml IV111 , 

Mi »ic ili.in ... .1 

I". 

f : ,. n . ,, v 

lu^hl.wiK 

1 .1 Ii . 
1 

■Lil ‘lilies.- _i | ; - 1 , 
lileiiCf ;|, | 

*' »! 

jtUCt i i II,: % 1'. -I . 

; I.... 

Ittl. I s 

MiM!\ %ii ..... 1 
punchiM. ,115. : ; 

W.l. b.i.M,.,.. ,, 

ll III. . 

sl.-r 

‘I 

ilk 1 .: • 

want jv.j, ' 
Ilk' ,;;i 1’ 


Hf.iCht'l,**, u. s . 


tills . . 

" , 

•md ■ 


t 'pi’iMisiiv: . 
opporiuii! .|. i. . 


l.HV ni ;t), j. v 

■iC ■' 

1' fill* ll.M ( . 

*1;-! 

free pih!i, in 

1 • n 1 

“ \\ iv,. . , _ 

* • • — 1 

,\s ,1 !« ilv 1: ..*.... 


!,''.||| ■ 


weekend. J »• ;• . 


l.dcti ih.i: .- 


diriw.i 1.- 


week mc-v. ■ 

n- Cf. 

pioniiMHij: 
v' 'ii iiv Nvji 

H-t' . 

Hair-braiders 
in u dander 

1 

XI \\ M»kk > 

. 

•Vis. ..:j .. 

. 

Iki'e *ii.M \ ^ 

■ ■ 

I'll*! l!s 


•it stii.i*. i. 

* 1 \ ■ 

Ikciu k" 

.. . 

Ivi;: 1 .' . . 

_ 

kited 4 .:- s • 


tes»:;v ■. 


fried !■ \ 


'wp.’:::.- 

.. . 

liLUM!"- 


inlliJi - 

ri:j 

»i*hr 

J 

‘W ' 

.-r.i 

• JIM % .J"! ■' 

""-i 

sulci lev . . 

\ ,*• 

KlS-V:: . 

- V .■ • • ■ 

. 

in the 



fat 

i:-, I*:!. . ' 
ai'.i! 

Il.ll* I "• 
1*1.- !• - . 
fr ; . - . 

U • 


Missitu* halt 
of !>ari>r l ' mi ml 

\ V j*« ’s %• : 

t i."*i • •. 

Ik 

■.he.: * ' 

W.-.-k 

S. ■.;(•.■ . 5 * 

Ills:- • ■ ■ 

Il.l'* . . 


M. I 


!e.v, c i 

■ - 1 

. i 


VH«.tv:ili-» n l 1 "'* 
In tuha.o'^ 


Lebanese minister criticises rights groups 

BEIRUT l AFP) — Lebanese Interior Minister Michel 
Murr on Wednesday enneised human rights croups 
which he accused ot "paralysing” the task of swurity 
forces in the country. Mr. Murr, in published remarks, 
said he will investigate Lebanese branches of such 
groups who do not aim at defending human rights but 
at paralysing the task of security fames and the state 
security policy. Mr. Murr said his Arab counterparts 
had expressed similar concerns during their meetings 
that ended Sunday in Tunis. He said the participants 
decided to "engage in bilateral contacts with Western 
countries to withdrew their backing to such groups and 
refrain from hearing their allegations." According to 
Mr. Mujt, Lebanon recently received 200 messages 
from rights groups in Germany, Britain. France and the 
United States “following false information on human 
rights violations in Lebanon." 



An inde 


Iraq smashes alleged Israeli spy ring 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq announced Wednesday 
that it had dismantled an espionage ring working for 
Israel and would broadcast the confessions of the 
“traitors." The official Iraqi News Agency said the 
confessions would be broadcast by state television. It 
was the second time since President Saddam Hus- 
sein's eldest son Uday was wounded in an ambush 
Dec. 12 that Iraq announced it had smashed a spy 
ring. On Dec. 20 the authorities said they had 
unmasked a spy network working for the United 
States and broadcast the confessions of four accused 
spies ."The accused spies said they sent intelligence 
on military installations in Iraq to contacts in the Kur- 
dish-controlled northern part of the country', where 
the United States had set up a safe-haven for the 
Kurds. 
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No reason for any devaluation of Jordanian dinar, IMF chief affirms 

Camdessus voices IMF's full confidence in Jordan's monetary policies and economic programme 


By P.V.Vfvekajiand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) finds no 
reason for a devaluation of the 
Jordanian dinar and has com- 
plete confidence in the mone- 
tary policies of the Kingdom, 
IMF Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus said Wednesday. 

ft was the first rime a top IMF 
official gave a public assurance 
and confirmation that the world 
monetary watchdog, which is 
guiding Jordan’s economic 


restructuring programme, was 
not seeking a devaluation of the 
dinar. 

The comment by Mr. 
Camdessus at a press confer- 
ence at the end of his first visit 
to Jordan also came against the 
backdrop of periodical rumours 
in Jordan that the IMF was 
pressing the Ceotral Bank of 
Jordan tCBJ) to devalue the 
dinar. 

Despite repeated assurances 
by the CBJ and senior officials, 
rumours that the dinar is about 
to be devalued pop up quite 


often, and observers noted that 
Mr. Camdessus’ clear affirma- 
tion on Wednesday should go a 
long way in quashing such 
rumours. 

“When Jordanian officials 
make such statements, the ten- 
dency among many people is to 
discount them immediately," 
noted an observer. “This time it 
has come from the highest mon- 
etary authority in the world and 
those who spread those rumours 
should take note of the state- 
ment." 

Answering a question by 


economist Fahed Fanek, Mr. 
Camdessus noted that the deval- 
uation of any currency stemmed 
from three main reasons: declin- 
ing exports, dwindling foreign 
currency reserves and high 
inflation. 

None of ±e three applied in 
Jordan’s case, he said, pointing 
out that the Kingdom's non-tra- 
ditiona] exports had gone up by 
30 per cent in 1996, the CBJ 
was consistently increasing its 
foreign currency reserves and 
the country’s inflation remained 
around four per cent. 


“The IMF has full confidence 
in the prudent monetary policies 
adopted by Jordan," he 
affirmed. He particularly 
referred to the CBJ moves to 
protea the dinar and noted that 
the Central Bank was building 
its foreign currency reserves 
“slowly although not spectacu- 
larly." 

While rejecting out of band 
any suggestion of devaluing the 
dinar, Mr. Camdessus said 
“speculation of currency deval- 
uation" was part of any econom- 
ic system. 


In fact, he joked, "if there is no 
such speculation then there is 
something wrong with the coun- 
try’s” economic system. 

The IMF managing director 
also expressed hope that “the 
moneymakers in the market 
would listen” to what he was 
saying. That was an implicit 
allusion that speculators in the 
exchange market were most of 
the time behind rumours of cur- 
rency devaluation. 

Mr. Camdessus paid high trib- 
ute to Jordan’s success in 
achieving economic reform and 


said the economic restructuring 
programme was now more of a 
Jordanian programme rather 
than an IMF one because the 
goals achieved by the Kingdom 
were beyond those set by the 
world body. 

He implicitly conceded that 
the IMF was worried about the 
impact of remodelling of the 
subsidy for wheat and fodder in 
August but was now satisfied 
that a very difficult stage in 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan and Egypt caution 
Israel against pullout delay 

King returns after Aswan summit with Mubarak 
that focused on peace process and bilateral ties 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 


JORDAN AND EGYPT on 
Wednesday cautioned 
Israel against postponing 
until 1999 troop with- 
drawals from the West 
Bank, saying Israel should 
respect the accords agreed 
with the Palestinians. 

The caution came in com- 
ments made by His Majesty 
King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak at 
a press conference they 
held after a summit in 
Aswan, southern Egypt. 

“1 don't understand why 
(Israeli Prime Minisrer 
Benyamin Netanyahu) is 
talking of postponing until 
1999.” President Mubarak 
said. “Is it to be able to say 
‘goodbye 1 without having 
accomplished anything for 
(Palestinian) autonomy 
when his successor 
arrives.? God only 
knows," he said. 

King Hussein echoed him 
and said: "We can only 
show deep concern as to the 
eventuality of such tenden- 
cies taking root in the 
future." 

. King Hussein and Presi- 


dent Mubarak called for 
Israel to respect its commit- 
ments with the Palestinians. 

According to Israeli news 
reports. Mr. Netanyahu has 
said that further troop with- 
drawals required under 
interim peace accords fol- 
lowing a pulJout from the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
should be postponed until 
1999, nearly two years later 
than scheduled. 

Palestinian officials have 
rejected this and said it 
blocked the sealing of an 
accord on Hebron- 

Asked if an .Arab summit 
was necessary to examine 
the stalemate, Mr. Mubarak 
said: "The June 1996 sum- 
mit was a beginning, and if 
we see that we are in an 
impasse. I think Arab lead- 
ers will hold a summit." 

Cairo hosted the last Arab 
summit which had threat- 
ened to freeze normalisa- 
tion with Israel unless it 
softened its tough stance on 
the peace process. 

The King, who rcrumed 
home later Wednesday after 
the Aswan summit, told the 


press conference: 

"The question of peace in 
my view is a process which 
will overcome all obstacles 
wbaiever their nature might 
be, because it is the rigburf 
all our peoples ro have just 
and honourable peace 
which gives us chances for 
construction. This is the 
fact and this is the reality 
and it will be in the interest 
of all and the coming gen- 
erations. Peace should “be 
comprehensive and just 
and should be based on the 
implementation of all that 
bas been agreed upon. This 
should be followed by the 
building of peace until the 
just peace has been 
achieved in the whole 
region." 

"As to the peace process 
we believe that .... us and 
the other parties including 
the United States and 
Europe, we all hold the 
same views and adopt the 
same stand," the King said. 

The King described Jor- 
danian-Egyptian relations 
as exemplary and said "but 
we seek further strengthen- 
ing of relations and coop- 
eration in all fields." 

The King said Jordanian- 


Egyptian coordination was 
continuing. “We also coor- 
dinate with the other Arab 
states and hope to attain 
integration in all affairs 
not only in the question of 
peace. We have to do all 
that we can to attain the 
aspired stage," he said. 

"I would like to stress 
here that there is a great 
desire on the pan of the 
majority of people in the 
Arab World and in Israel to 
put an end to sufferings and 
wars and we have to over- 
come the obstacles that 
impede progress. Jordan is 
witnessing a start of 
improvement of relations 
with Israel and we seek to 
attain peace and to see the 
Palestinians regaining 
their rights," said the King. 

In answer to another 
question be said: “Our 
stand is clear and we are 
working in the interest of 
the Arab Nation and in the 
interest of other people 
including the Israelis and 
this can be achieved when 
comprehensive peace has 
been achieved." 

On Jerusalem the King 

(Continued on page 7) 


f Ramadan ^ 
begins Friday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
chief Islamic justice has 
announced that the new 
moon of the month of 
Ramadan was not spotted 
by Wednesday evening, 
and, as such. Thursday 
will be the last day of the 
month of Shaaban and 
that Friday will be the 
first day of the Holy 
^ Montltof Ramadan, y 

8 Israeli 
soldiers 
wounded 
in Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (R) — Eight Israeli 
soldiers wens wounded on 
Wednesday in two separate 
incidents in the South Lebanon 
border rone occupied by the 
Jewish state. Israeli security 
sources said. Five soldiers were 
Wounded in u lute-afternoon 

clash with guerrillas in the cen- 
tal sector of zone. No other 
details were immediately avail- 
able. The army said it was 
checking the report. 

Earlier on Wednesday, a 
roine exploded in the buffer 
strip’s eastern sector, wounding 
three Israeli soldiers. Security 
scum*, said one soldier was in 
f&ir condition and the other two 
Were lightly wounded. 


Hopes pinned on U.S. to end 
Palestinian-Israeli deadlock 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli and 
Palestinian officials put the 
fate of their troubled peace 
process in the hands of 
U.S. mediator Dennis Ross 
Wednesday after an Israeli 
bid to delay extension of 
self-rule on the West Bank 
brought negotiations near 
collapse. 

Mr. Ross held a new 
round of talks Wednesday 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu after 
a fruitless late night meet- 
ing with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and warnings 
by other Palestinian offi- 
cials that negotiations on 
bringing Palestinian rule to 
tbe West Bank city of 
Hebron were in crisis. 

Mr. Ross was to meet 
Mr. Arafat again late 
Wednesday in Gaza City. 
Palestinian officials said. 

The Palestinians said the 
problem was Mr. 
Netanyahu's demand that 
further troop withdrawals 
required under interim 
peace accords following 
the Hebron pullback be 
postponed until 1999, near- 
ly two years later than 
scheduled. 

"The Israelis are trying to 
depart from the agreement 
that has been signed ... this 

(Continued on page 7) 


Chirac calls for European-U.S. 
action to save peace process 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac 
called on Wednesday for 
coordinated action by the 
United States and the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) in the 
Middle East, Africa and 
Bosnia. 

In a traditional New Year 
message to ambassadors 
posted here. Mr. Chirac 
also said France had turned 
the page after its series of 
nuclear- tests in the South 
Pacific a year ago. 

“France will spare no 
effort to ensure that future 
generations will be free of 
any (nuclear) proliferation 
threat," Mr. Chirac said, 
calling on the United 
Nations disarmament con- 
ference in Geneva to under- 
take without delay negotia- 
tion of an international 
treaty banning production 
of missile materials for 
nuclear weapons and also 
to work on a ban of the 
“abominable scourge of 
anti-personnel mines." 

Mr, Chirac also warned of 
a return of violence to the 
Middle East unless the 
impasse in the peace 
process is broken. 

The United States, 
Europe and the leaders in 


the region should unite 
their efforts to kick-start the 
stalled process, he said. 

“In the Middle East the 
international community 
cannot limi t itself to 
expressing its deep concern 
faced with the current 
impasse," he said. 

“In five years the peace 
process has seen progress 
which in former times 
would have been incon- 
ceivable. Today this 
progress is seriously threat- 
ened. 

"The current impasse 
risks leading to violence, 
terrorism and a destabilisa- 
tion which is drawing clos- 
er and closer. To break this 
spiral, the United Slates, 
Europe and the Middle East 
must unite their efforts to 
help the principal leaders 
concerned to find a path of 
confidence and peace." 

In a reference to the stick- 
ing point of an Israeli troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank iown of Hebron, he 
added: “There is no alterna- 
tive to strictly respecting 
accords which have been 
signed. Beginning with 
Hebron and die freezing of 
(Israeli) settlements." 


Ministers' 
Iraq visit 
is delayed 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two minis- 
ters have put off a visit to 
Baghdad pending tbe final- 
isation of a draft oil agree- 
ment by a joint committee 
of technical experts , offi- 
cials and diplomatic 
sources said Wednesday. 

' However, the officials 
and sources said that they 
expected negotiations con- 
tinuing in Baghdad to pro- 
duce an accord acceptable 
to both sides. 

“The agreement is being 
worked out and we do not 
expect any issue to block 
the signing of an agree- 
ment,” said an official. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade All Abul Ragheb and 
Minister of Transport 
Nasser Lawzi were sched- 
uled to leave for Baghdad 
on Sunday. 

The visit was resched- 
uled to begin on Wednes- 
day, but it was put off again 
betsuse no final agreement 
was reached in the Bagh- 
dad negotiations, the offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 

No new date was imme- 
diately set, added the offi- 
ciaL who did not want to be 
identified. 

“There are also some 
other technical issues that 
remained to be sorted out," 
said the official, who 
declined to elaborate. 

The official noted that 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti had to 
define the Jordanian strate- 
gy in the negotiations. Mr. 
Kabariti was away from 
Amman for two days 
beginning Monday on a 
visit to Oman in the Gulf 
and the premier also 
accompanied His Majesty 
King Hussein on a visit to 
Egypt on Wednesday. 

“The government did not 
get a chance to sit down 
and draw up a strategy and 
instructions to be given to 
the (negotiating) team in 
Baghdad and hence the 
delay in the ministers' 

(Continued on page 7) 



Activists hold posters and chant slogans on Wednesday (above) against an Israeli 
trade fair in Amman and (below) a tribal leader joins security forces in singing and 
dancing nationalist songs to counter the protesters (photos by Yousef Allan) 



Protest against Israeli fair fails to make 
impact; panel calls 3-day 'national strike' 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A protest 
mounted by opposition 
groups against an Israeli 
made exhibition appeared to 
fizzle out Wednesday after 
security forces put up a 
show of strength and used 
water cannons to keep 
demonstrators away from 
the event. 

A committee which 
organised the protest imme- 
diately called for a “nation- 
al strike" at all Jordanian 
establishments throughout 
the duration of the four-day 
exhibition. 

The protest was called by 
political parties and profes- 


sional unions which oppose 
normalisation of Jordan’s 
relations with Israel. The 
two countries signed a 
peace treaty in October 
1994 and agreed to set up 
relations in all spheres, 
including trade. 

Shimon Shamir, the 
Israeli ambassador to Jor- 
dan, formally opened the 
exhibition at noon, three 
hours later than scheduled 
as a result of what the 
organisers of the event 
described as technical 
hitches. 

All access roads to the 
exhibition grounds were 
sealed off and entry was 
limited to invited guests 
and journalists. A police 


helicopter flew low over 
the area. 

Around 2,500 demonstra- 
tors, many of them waving 
the Jordanian flag, con- 
verged near the exhibition 
site, some 20 kilometres 
south of Amman, early 
morning but riot police kept 
them at bay more than 500 
metres from the main 
entrance to the area. 

At one point, as protest- 
ers chanting anti-Israeli slo- 
gans surged forward, police 
opened up with water can- 
nons and forced back, and 
organisers of the demon- 
stration appealed against 
confrontation with the 

(Continued on page 7) 


International consortium mandated as financial 
advisor to JTC’ s selection of 'strategic partner’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An 
international consortium 
led by the Merryl Lynch 
group of consultants has 
won a contract to act as the 
financial advisor for the 
sale of a part of the Jordan 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTC), official sources 
said Wednesday. 

According to the sources, 
the consortium is led by 
Merrill Lynch International 
and includes the Export and 
Finance Bank of Jordan and 
Booz Allen and Hamilton 
of the U.S. 

Minister of Post and 


Communications Jamal 
Saraireh had informed the 
consortium that it had been 
given “the financial adviso- 
ry mandate” after the JTC 
advertised internationally 
and received offers from 19 
international banking and 
investment groups. 

Mr. Saraireh is also head 
of a technical committee 
responsible for the first 
phase of the privatisation of 
the JTC, the successor of 
the state-owned Telecom- 
munications Corporation. 

The selection process of 
the financial advisor was 
done with help from 
international experts and 
with the close involvement 


of the World Bank. 

“The mandate is for the 
sale of a 26 per cent interest 
in JTC to a strategic global 
telecommunication partner, 
and is subject to final con- 
firmation by the govern- 
ment of Jordan," said Ali 
Al-Husry, chairman and 
chief executive officer of 
the Export and Finance 
Bank of Jordan.. 

The amount of the con- 
tract was not immediately 
known. But it involves two 
phases — a flat fee for the 
services and a “success 
fee" 

A formal agreement 
between the JTC and the 
consortium is expected to 


be signed next week. 

The naming of a consul- 
tant completes a major step 
in the moves to privatise 
the JTC. which remains 
fully government owned 
but is registered as a com- 
mercial entity governed by 
the Companies Law with a 
JD 250 million paid-up 
capital. 

The next step in the pri- 
vatisation of the JTC is an 
evaluation of the company 
in all its aspects before 
placing it under suitable 
conditions for the “strategic 
partneri’ to come in. 

This would entail a close 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Turkey issues new 
warning to Cyprus 
over Russian missiles 


ANKARA (AFP; — Turkey 
reiterated a warning to the 
Greek-Cypriot authorities 
on Wednesday over the pur- 
chase of anti-aircraft mis- 
siles from Russia, saying it 
would not hesitate to take 
“necessary measures." 

‘Turkey will not tolerate 
any development which 
endangers the security of 
the Turkish community in 
Cyprus," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Omer Akbel 
said 

“No .me should have any 
doubts about this," he stud. 

“We are determined to 
take necessary measures,” 
the spokesman said without 
elaborating. 

Mr. Akbel also renewed 
Turkish accusations that the 
Greek-Cypriot authorities 
on the divided island were 
“overarming" by purchas- 
ing an S-300 air defence 
system from Russia. 

Mr. Akbel. who was 
speaking to reporters, would 
neither confirm nor deny a 
report in a Turkish newspa- 
per on Wednesday that the 
country's National Security 
Council had decided in 
November to strike the 
Greek-Cypriot part of 
Cyprus once the missiles 
were installed. 

Turkey is also said to have 
warned the United States, 
which announced on Tues- 
day it was sending a peace 
envoy to Cyprus in an 
attempt to quell rising ten- 
sions on the island. 

Cyprus on Tuesday reject- 
ed criticism of its military 
purchase, with spokesman 
YiannaJtis Cassoulides say- 
ing that it was a “big mis- 
take" to believe dial an 
improved defence capabili- 
ty would harm the peace 
effort. 

The Russian missiles have 
a range of 150 kilometres, 
which would allow them to 
strike targets in southern 
Turkey. 


The Cyprus government 
of President Glafeos 
Clerides claims that the sys- 
tem is purely defensive but 
the U.S. State Department 
maintains it will lead to an 
arms buildup that under- 
mines efforts to end the 22- 
year division on the island. 

“We would just as soon 
see this deal not go forward 
because we believe that it 
does threaten to raise ten- 
sions in the region and it 
represents a qualitative 
jump in the military capa- 
bility on the island,” State 
Department spokesman 
Glyn Davies said. 

Carey Cavanaugh, the 

special U.S. mediator for 
Cyprus, will travel to 

Nicosia at the weekend. 

He “will look at ways to 
bring ideas to the parties on 
Cyprus in an attempt to 
lower tensions and bring an 
end to the conflict," Mr. 
Davies said. 

But the spokesman 
acknowledged that the 
Cyprus government in 

Nicosia has no plans to can- 
cel the deal. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops occupied the north- 
ern third following a right- 
wing coup in Nicosia aimed 
at unification with Greece. 

Turkish Cypriots created 
their own state in 1983, but 
it is recognised only by 
Ankara, which has nearly 
35,000 troops in the Turkish 
sector. 

Mr. Cavanaugh’s diplo- 
matic mission will take him 
to the Hague on Thursday 
for meetings with officials 
from the European Union 
during which he will raise 
U.S. concerns about the sit- 
uation in Cyprus, an official 
said. 

He then travels to Nicosia 
for talks on Sunday and 
Monday before heading to 
Athens and Ankara for fur- 
ther consultations. 



PROTEST: Former Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat, head of a “national committee for cancelling the Israeli 
trade fair,” addresses demonstrators near the site of an Israeli trade exhibition that opened outside Amman on 
Wednesday ( see story on page 1) (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Sudanese rebel group battles Ugandan rebels 


KAMPALA (AFP) — A 
Sudanese rebel group has 
attacked Ugandan rebels 
fighting in the north of the 
country, killing 40 of them, 
the stale-owned New Vision 
newspaper reported here 
Wednesday. 

Quoting unnamed aid 
workers in southern Sudan, 
the paper said that John 
Garang’s Sudan People’s Lib- 
eration Army (SPLA) rebels 
had fought Ugandan rebels of 
Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resis- 
tance Army (LRA) in the past 
few days, killing 40 of tbem. 

The paper did not, however, 
give specific dates and loca- 
tions of the fighting between 
the SPLA and the LRA. 

The Ugandan government 
accuses the Sudanese govern- 
ment of training and arming 
LRA fighters at bases inside 
Sudan, while Sudan „ also 

1 i •j:I.jvT 


arcuses Uganda of support- 
ing the SPLA rebels inside 
Uganda. 

New Vision said Ugandan 
military intelligence sources 
at the northern district of 
Gulu bad confirmed the 
reports of the fighting 
between the LRA, which has 
fought for 10 years to unseat 
the Ugandan government, 
and the SPLA, which has bat- 
tled against Khartoum since 
1983 to end domination of the 
mainly Christian and animist 
South Bu the Arabised, Mus- 
lim north. 

Meanwhile, the indepen- 
dent monitor newspaper said 
that LRA leader Kony reen- 
tered Uganda from Sudan on 
Sunday with “hundred of 
rebels wielding heavily 
weapons.” 

The paper said that on 
Monday morning the LRA 

I.;-'/.- 


Israel army tested gas aotidote^n soldiers 


fighters ambushed an army 
patrol vehicle in Gulu district, 
killing one soldier and man- 
aging to disrupt a rally by 
Ugandan parliamentarians 
addressing locals on the war 
and the special vfllages set up 
in the northern region to 
enable the army to protect 
civilians from LRA attacks. 

Students stage protest 

Khartoum University stu- 
dents have staged a two-day 
sit-in over a new enrollment 
system in which less-quali- 
fied applicants are admitted if 
they pay fees in foreign cur- 
rency. Admission to all of 
Sudan's universities is gov- 
erned by the higher education 
council, part of the education 
ministry, which assigns 
universities quotas of quali- 
fied candidates. 
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attempt to find new resources 
to overcome its financial dif- 
ficulties. has decided to enroll 
extra students provided they 
pay fees in foreign currency, 
ranging from $2,000 to 5,000 
a year. 

The protesting students, 
who staged their sit in Mon- 
day and mesday, argued that 
eventually the university will 
be turning out sub-standard 
graduates. 

A university official 
explained to AFP that under 
the new system, the extra stu- 
dents are admitted for a single 
academic year. After that, the 
students take an examination 
at the faculty where they orig- 
inally wanted to study but 
were excluded from the 
quota. 

He added that the protesting 
students returned to their lec- 
cu re rooms Wednesday. 
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S. Arabia>-plan$ restrictions * 
on Filipino housemaids 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
Israeli army has been test- 
ing an antidote to nerve gas 
and other drugs, including 
two banned for use, on 
recruits since the 1970s, 
Israel radio reported 
Wednesday. 

The report said notes on 
the tests from the 1 970s and 
1980s have been destroyed. 

The army's surgeon gen- 
eral. Brigadier Yehoshua 
Shemer. confirmed 

Wednesday that draftees 
have been used in medical 
experiments, bui said the 
military has not been trying 
to hide the tests. 

Brig. Shemer said partici- 
pation was voluntary, and 
that recent experiments 
were being carefully docu- 
mented. 


The radio report said the 
army has been using sol- 
diers for drug tests since the 
1970s. It said that in exper- 
iments conducted years 
ago, the soldiers signed 
consent forms, but that the 
army now refused to give 
the participants information 
about possible long-term 
health risks. 

Two of the drugs used at 
the time were banned for 
use, and the notes on the 
experiments in the 1970s 
and 1980s have been 
destroyed, the report said. 

Israel Radio said the 
nerve gas antidote was 
recently administered to IS 
year-old recruits during 
basic training. 

Brig. Shemer said the 
drug has been used for 


more than 15 years and has 
no adverse side-effects. “I 
myself took it 15 years ago. 
when I was doing research 
on it," he told the radio. 

He acknowledged that 
other drugs are also tested 
on soldiers from time to 
time. 

Any soldier can refuse to 
take part, without having to 
fear repercussions. Brig. 
Shemer said. He said said 
all experiments are exam- 
ined by the Helsinki Com- 
mission. 

The latest experiment was 
carried out on recruits dur- 
ing their basic training, and 
soldiers' parents feared that 
their sons were under pres- 
sure to take pan even if 
they did not wish to, the 
radio said. 


Brig. Shemer said the 
basic trainees were chosen 
“because it was very impor- 
tant for the experiment that 
the soldiers be in a stressful 
situation." 

However 30 per cent of 
them chose not to take part, 
he stud, and nothing hap- 
pened to them. Two months 
after the test the soldiers 
were examined for side- 
effects and none were 
found he said 

As for the missing med- 
ical records. Brig. Shemer 
said: “I cannot answer 
questions about what hap- 
pened 23 years ago. but 
today we are meticulous in 
recording every drug 
administered, and there are 
no secrets." Anyone can see 
his own file, he said. 


MANILA (AP) — Amid ris- 
ing reports of abuses, Saudi 
Arabia plans to impose tighter 
restrictions on citizens who 
wish to lure Filipino maids, 
the Philippine government 
said Tuesday. 

Linder the planned changes, 
all prospective employers of 
maids must work for the gov- 
ernment and must obtain 
endorsement letters from the 
Saudi foreign affairs office 
and the chamber of com- 
merce. the Philippine foreign 
office said 

If prospective employers 
have two or three children, 
they will be allowed to hire 
one maid Those with more 
than three children can 
employ two maids. 


Unmarried Arabs, childless 
couples and those with only 
one child will not be allowed 
to hire maids. 

The more than five million 
Filipinos working overseas 
sent home more than $7 bil- 
lion last year. Many are 
women working as maids or 
entertainers in other Asian 
countries and the Middle East 

In recent years there have 
been increasing reports of 
rapes, beatings, failure to pay 
salaries and other kinds of 
abuses. Japan has imposed 
tougher qualifications on Fil- 
ipino women entering the 
country to reduce the number 
of unskilled women seeking 
jobs as bar hostesses and 
reduce such abuses. 


Kuwaiti court upholds 
election of independent 
as parliament speaker 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait's constitutional 
court upheld on Wednesday 
the reelection of an inde- 
pendent deputy as speaker 
of parliament, rejecting a 
challenge from a govern- 
ment-backed businessman. 

Ahmad A1 Saadun was 
reelected speaker on Oct. 
20, edging out businessman 
Jassem Al Kharafi who had 
the backing of the govern- 
ment and whose candidates 
won a majority of seats dur- 
ing the legislative elections 
that month. 

Mr. Saadun won 30 votes 
against 29 for Mr. Kharafi 
who charged that the results 
were unconstitutional 
because his rival had not 
secured an absolute majori- 
ty of 3 1 votes. 

Mr. Kharafi’s argument 
hinged on whether a blank 
ballot paper cast during the 
vote should be included in 
the tally of voters, which 
would have been 60 if the 
blank paper was counted. 

However, the constitu- 
tional court had ruled that 
“the one who obtains 30 
votes of the 59 holds the 
absolute majority.” adding 
that the person casting the 
blank paper should be con- 
sidered absent 


The issue has caused 
heated debate in the local 
press, while members of 
the National Assembly, qj- 
parliament, battled through 
a marathon 13-hour sitting 
in November before decid- 
ing to send the issue to the 
constitutional courts. 

The president of the con- 
stitutional court Judge 
Mohammad A1 Rifai, told 
reporters that the rulin'* 
was “very clear" and would 
ensure that similar contro- 
versies would not arise in 
the future. 

Voting for the speaker 
were the 50 members of 
parliament and JO govern- 
ment-appointed cabinet 
members who are allowed 
to vote in the legislature. 

During the Oct. 7 elec- 
tions, pro-government can- 
didates won 30 seats, while 
Islamists took 16 seats and 
the liberals four. 

Some 107,000 Kuwait 
men representing 15 per 
cent of the country's citi- 
zens voted in the election. 
Women, naturalised 

Kuwaitis, and members of 
the armed forces are 
excluded from voting. 

Kuwait is alone among 
the six Gulf Arab countries 
with an elected parliament. 


Pentagon Gulf war probe 
is blasted as superficial 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
presidential panel blasted 
Tuesday the Pentagon’s 
investigation into possible 
Gulf war exposures to chem- 
ical and biological weapons 
as superficial and lacking 
credibility. 

The panel called for more 
research but said none of the 
commonly suspected Gulf 
war risk factors appeared to 
be the cause of the unex- 
p lained i llnesses reported by 
thousands 67 veterans.lt said 
) Stress rappfeafrcl- -to.’ be Tan"*, . 
" important contributing factor. ' 
President Bill Clinton, 
receiving the panel’s report, 
promised a “comprehensive 
and credible investigation” 
and asked the presidential 
advisory committee on Gulf 
war veterans illnesses to 
oversee the Pentagon’s inves- 
tigation. 

The Pentagon has come 
under mounting fire since its 
abrupt disclosure in June that 
LLS. troops may have been 
exposed to a nerve agent 
released when Iraqi chemical 
weapons were inadvertently 
destroyed in March 1991. 

That disclosure, more than 
five years after the end of the 
war. followed years of firm 
denials by Pentagon officials 
that troops were exposed to 
chemical or biological 
weapons. 

“The committee is pained 
by the atmosphere of govern- 


ment mistrust that now sur- 
rounds every aspect of Gulf 
war veterans illnesses 
because of these concerns. It 
is regrettable but also under- 
standable," said to the com- 
mittee chairwoman Joyce 
Lashof. 

“Our investigation of the 
DoD’s (Department of 
Defence’s) efforts related to 
chemical and biological 
weapons led U.S. to conclude 
that the departments early 
efforts were superficial 'and“ 
^racked credibility,”’ She 
"in presenting ‘the committee's 
report on its 16 month 
inquiry. 

It said the Pentagon’s 
intransigeant refusal to fund 
research into low-level expo- 
sures to chemical weapons 
until late last year had “done 
a disservice to the veterans 
and to the public." 

Deputy Secretary of 
Defence John White wel- 
comed the outside oversight 
by the presidential panel 
whose report he said was 
“useful and helpful” but pro- 
posed nothing the Pentagon ( 
had not either already done or 
planned to do. 

“There has not been a cover 
up. There is not a cover up. 
We can’t Find a cover up. We 
have no evidence of a cover 
up now or in the past, and if 
anybody does, we would 
welcome that information.” 
he said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Iris & Qvide and the Gang 
14:35 Out of This World (come- 
dy) 

15:00 Covington Cross 
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17:02 . 
17:30. 
IfeOO 

..-Xe Monde Est a Vous 

19:15 Magazine — Atomes 
Crochus 

19^30 News Headlines 

Pfc35 .Pacific Station (Comedy: 
20:00 The American Chart Show 

21:00 . 


22.-00. 

22£5. 



PRAYER TIMES 

05:11-. 

0632- 

11:43... 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

14:30 


16:53. 

-Maghreb 


1&15 „Tsha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfkh, TeL S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Td. 

632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637+40. 

De la SaBe Church Tel. 661757. 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824325. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL S 11 295 

Rnglkh ^p palring 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The Kingdom is affected by a 
relative cold front centering over 
Turkey, therefore, a slight drop in 
temperatures is expected with 
scattered showers at times. In 
Aqaba it will be partly cloudy 
and seas choppy. 


Amman 


Deserts 


05/15 

13/25 

03/16 


Jordan Valle)' 12/24 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 26 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 55 percent, 
Aqaba 30 percent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr.KhnMounKJoub S167I5 

Dr. Nidai As’ad- 751673 

Dr.IssamAl Asmar 890504 

Dr. Osamab A) Hussein 547289 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy — 637055 

Ai Safam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .—637660 

Nairockh pharmacy 623672 

Najlb pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 276852 
Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dn Hafez AlSalfiti 914144 

Khalifeb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Cadre 637111 
Ov3 Defence Department 
6611U 

OvH Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue PoDce 192. 621111. 


637777 

Fire Brigade .61710) 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1176 

Wata- and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .....787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

AfadaG Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital .....669131 
University Hospital _....845S45 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 

- 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-AhlLAbdaS 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir .775111/26 

Army. Marita S9I6I1/I5 

Queen Afia Hospital 

..... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital -....674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ihn Stna Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiknia Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


Electric Power Company 
... 636381 

CRB1D: 

Princess 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 

Queen Alia lotL Airport 08- 

53200 

Greek 
ftm AI 

HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

AQABA: 

Princess 


Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. _f442Sl/6 
Akfleh Maternity, —64244 1/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 


Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 
..(02)272275 

Nafees Hospital 


Hospital 

..(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian fRJ) informa- 


tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 ...Sanaa (RJ) 

08:15 Bombay ( RJ) 

09:15 -Dhahran, Rivadh (RJ ) 

09:45 JMew Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 ............. Bering (RJ) 

Wk30 Colombo (RJ) 

14:30 Takarta (add) (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

17:35 — Moscow (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

19:05 ..~Abu Dhabi. Ai ’Ain (RJ) 
1925 — Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

19:40 Casablanca, Rome (RJ) 

22l 30 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 
(add) (RJ) 

22*10 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

01:30 ... Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05-30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

U:0Q Doha (Q7) 

1&40 Doha (GF) 

13:30 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Shariqah (AH) 

15:15 „ — Damascus (Q7) 

16:15 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 


20:35 .Cairo (MS) 

21:40 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0920 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:45 Moscow (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

11:15 Rome. Paris (RJ) 

11—0 — Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

12:15 Amsterdam, Montreal. 

Toronto (Rj) 

12:15 .London iRJ) 

12:20 .Athens (RJ) 

16:40 — Jeddah (RJ) 

20:10 -Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 -Bhahran, Doha (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

20--30 leddah{RJ) 

22:00 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJ) 

00:01 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

0220 — Frankfort (Rj) 

°fc°0 Jeddah (RJ) 

03 JO Sophia fRJ) 

04^0 Lamaca (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul iTK) 

07:35 Beirut, London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

11:45 — Damascus (Q 7 ) 

13 JO Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

15:00 Algiers (AH) 

15:00 Riyadh (SV) 

16:00 .Doha (Q7) 

17:15 — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 


21 OS .Cairo (MS) 

22:50 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

02:30 Amsterdam (XL) 

M J5 Rome (A Z) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 „ (RW) 

20-30 Aqaba (RW) 

HJJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Art Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am 
every Sunday 

Art Amman 5KW pm every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 

Banana. 

Banana (imported).. 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) . 
Cucumber (small) .. 

Eggplant... 

Garlic 

Grape fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (large).. 
Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry ) 

Orange ..... 

Pepper Ihot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Spinach 

String Bean. 

Tomato 


.700/500 

__._550/550 

„„85Q/6GQ 

.60/40 

„..._270/150 

130/100 

13<V90 

_230/160 

150/S0 

.._.^5CWW0 

150/MW 

„.JS0/25Q 

7(V40 

Z-J30/7° 

_ .140/60 

170/100 

,_..560M00 

JS80/150 

ll28(W50 

„11<W0® 
380/280 
170/120 
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-IlIMAN a.T.) — HRH 

:lu ’ N ”u !;wl cessBasraa Wednesday 

'■KJiJiih.,,.', y >Bd that it is time for 
•i 111 . 1 ....), , ,,||| !i , l j ..men to seriously work to 
m 1 'Sr rieve their objectives and 

uirt K , v ' ( ‘ ' VI K .-i llf( , ance their role in Jor- 
'"*'HM|i :il1 '* , ] ,l ‘ i^.i, jian society. 

I !v I*, ' “■/‘-i.rCn* princess made her 
'iitsiii.. , - *' l <il "f'-naite in an inaugural 
NIi'li ■"i , V" l " l| n jech at a one-day work- 
h im-"- X l Kr DP entitled “Women and 
:h litical Participation.” 
I’aMi'-'.V -a sanised by the Jordanian 
■ '*>1 ijcHial Forum for Women 
“lii -i„ qpiV) at the auditorium 
the University of Jordan, 
’•‘i i!,. jhe said that the JNFW is 
■" iii'r .soot to function as a lob- 
' :ii iog f orce f° r women's 
urt-M ;ucs and enable women to 
«!i.. Jr , fccdveiy participate in 
1 : 'l’«- l/v tBtics and the economy as 
:!k- i\.‘.ich participation would 
Jlster the overall national 


tlu- 

Wi*!.- 

siic!:’ . 
nu-iur- 

ti ' \,i' 


The Princess also said 
that one of the JNFW’s 
main goals is to implement 
the Jordanian National 
Strategy for Women which 
concentrates on enhancing 
women’s role in political, 
economic, social, educa- 
tional and health fields in 
addition to enacting laws 
which secure the rights of 
women. 

She urged Jordanian 
women to take necessary 
preparations, through train- 
ing and awareness pro- 
grammes, to effectively 
participate in the next local 
and parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

The Princess welcomed 
the University of Jordan’s 
initiative to allow the 
JNFW to open a branch at 
the university campus and 


enhance student participa- 
tion in women-related 
issues. 

The participants then dis- 
cussed five reports present- 
ed at the workshop, which 
covered topics such as the 
role of the JNFW as a pres- 
sure force, the role of 
women in the judicial 
authority, the participation 
of women in the labour 
force, women’s roles in the 
decision-making process 
and the Islamic attitude 
towards the women’s polit- 
ical participation. 

The workshop’s opening 
ceremony was attended by 
President of the University 
of Jordan Fawzi Gharaibeh, 
as well as representatives of 
public and private organisa- 
tions concerned with 
women's issues. 


''■k |r 


few paging system to commence operations 
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By Ghalia Alul 

m , n Special to the Jordan Times 

Jli( j ^MMAN — Anew nation- 
.'^- paging service is expect- 
V;* ";'J. to begin operations in 

Vi 11 mil as a competitor to 
w? xdan Radio Paging (JRP) 
..'..j’ffiich already provides 
" aging services in central 
and Irbid, Telecom- 


w General Yousef Abu 
Jamous said Wednesday. 

L 131 The new company will be 
iffering tone-paging and 
: -/-imneric as well as alpha- 
..^ iiuneric services through- 
.M die Kingdom, Mr. Abu 
- famous said. 

' He added that 1 1 compa- 
. ' .lies applied for a tender 
.. ."vhich was presented for 
” jids in November. 

. “In order to maintain an 
.‘l.jpen and transparent 
Z 7 irocess, the TRC has deter- 
rnined that the qualified 
% rpplicanr who offers the 
'_; iighest licence acquisition 


fee will be awarded the nfew 
licence,” a TRC press 
release stated. 

Mr. Abu Jamous stated 
that the TRC, an indepen- 
dent body. Will provide a 
large range of telecommu- 
nication services to be 
introduced to Jordanians 
through privately owned 
companies. * 

A tender was announced 
for the provision of two 
national pay telephone 
companies, which are 
expected to start operating 
in May, Mr. Abu Jamous 
said. 

He added that the com- 
mission will also issue 
licences for public mobile 
radio (trun eking) operators 
as well as data communica- 
tions licences for a number 
of operators. 

The TRC will shortly 
announce a tender for a sec- 
ond GSM cellular operator 
to compete with Fastlink, 
which started providing 
mobile services for Jordani- 


ans in 1995, Mr. Abu 
Jamous said. 

He described all four ser- 
vice areas, including the 
GSM cellular operator, as 
expected to be fully opera- 
tive in 1998. 

The commission has 
retained the Canadian law 
firm McCarthy Tltrault for 
advice on licensing all five 
service areas, the press 
release noted. 

The TRC is responsible 
for regulating services, 
prices and licences of the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC), which is a 
government-run corpora- 
tion. 

The commission is also in 
charge of allocation of all 
frequencies in Jordan as 
well as resolving intercon- 
nection disputes among 
consumers, operators and 
service providers. 
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\MMAN fJ.T.) — Thirty 
..bur Jordanian citizens 
-jnprisoned in Kuwait since 
. _ifer the Gulf war met fam- 
ily members between Janu- 
ary 6 th and 8 th through an 
. .-teeraational Committee of 
■' fye Red Cross (lCRC) 
organised humanitarian 
.operation, according to an 
. JGRC statement. 

•./• A: group of 51 people — 
inchidmg 17 children — 
. mrived in Kuwait on Mon- 
pay, where they were assist- 
-e^by the ICRC delegation, 
_ . and met with relatives, who 
. Ke serving long-term sen- 
tences issued ' by the 


organises family visit for Jordanians 
imprisoned in Kuwait 

State Security 


Kuwaiti 
Coun. 

This was the third family 
visit organised by the ICRC 
since the Gulf war. The first 
visit took place in June of 
1995 and the second in 
September of the same 
year. 

There are 69 Jordanians, 
the bulk of them of Pales- 
tinian descent, jailed in 
Kuwait for allegedly col- 
laborating with Iraq during 
its seven-month invasion of 
the emirate. At least 19 of 
them are awaiting court 
orders to be expelled, the 
statement said. 


“Maintaining links 
between family members 
separated by conflict has 
always been a main task for 
the ICRC,” says ICRC del- 
egate Esther Schaufelberg- 
er. 

According to the ICRC 
statement, these family vis- 
its have been made possible 
through intensive coopera- 
tion and coordination with 
the Ministries of the Interi- 
or and Foreign Affairs in 
Jordan and Kuwait and are 
fully financed by the ICRC. 
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FILM — / •-v'.;* '. ' 

"“Por fin solos” at Instituto Cervantes, Jabal. Amirian on Thursday: at 5:00 pjm. 

CONCERT V; °r 


EXHIBITION/ SALE; 


- «■' r- i 


at Umm AI Qundura on Airport Rd. exitTo Aj^ian Ho«e Club every Friday 
llajn.: — 5 pjn. ’ 
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Exhibition for contemporary Arab Artists af Darat Al Funun at Abdul Hameed 
Foundation “The New Collection” at 6:00 p.m., Jan. 8 — Feb. 27, 1997. 

nographic exhibition on the life of the Founder of Pakistan a i Quaid-e-Azam. Hall, 
y of Pakisian. Jabal Wcibdeh (Tel. 622787, 624680) until January 31, 1997. 

Stic art by John Naqashian at the Royal Cultural Ceotre, until Jan. 9. 

tiiducts of the Jordan Design and Trade Ccntreof Noor Al Hussein Foundational the 
‘ >ick Hotel, Petra, until Jan. 10. V . “ •' t : 

ibition of colourful gifts and crafts designed by Andrea Atalla at the Jordan Design 
ie Centre .of Noor AI Hussein Foundation, Wadi Saqra Street (TeL 699 141/2), until 


m, 


: of small paintings by Jordanian and Arab artists at Baladna Art Gallery, Gar- 
(Tel. 687598), until Jan. 14. 

by ten contemporary' In^mesian artists entitled “From Scripts to Abstraction” 
Jordan National Gali^yjqf Fine Arts (open daily except Tuesdays ) , u util Jan. 12. 

Jabal 




exhibition by i uw ««« !—■■ » — — —— 7 - — - -- - 1 

L(Tel. 647858), until Jan. 10. Also <hsplaying a regular exhibition of ans andaaw 

— , items, ‘ 
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Al Ahd reported to suffer mass resignations 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Discontent with the 
“lack of organisation” and reseatmeut 
over “being neglected by the higher 
cadres” in the party, caused some 
members of the Zarqa section of Al 
Ahd to announce their resignations 
from the party earlier this week- The 
announcements were made to the Ara- 
bic weekly Al Majd. 

Though the Secretariat of Al Abd, 
the Kingdom’s strongest centrist polit- 
ical grouping, has rejected Arabic 
“yellow press” reports that a wave of 
resignations was affecting the party, 
the head of the party's Zarqa branch, 
Daifallah Qallab, in a telephone inter- 
view with the Jordan Times, con- 
firmed his own resignation as well as 
others. 

According to Mr. Qallab, approxi- 
mately 20 members from the Zarqa 
branch, including his own deputy 
Hassan Sa’id, have announced their 
resignations, citing dissatisfaction 
with methods of organisation and 
“tribalism permeating the party,” 

’In all honesty, I joined Al Ahd to 
benefit the country and serve my com- 
munity with political commitment,” 
explained Mr. Qallab. 

“When I realised that there was no 
use in staying, as my contribution was 
limited to the payment of the sub- 
scription fees, I withdrew,” he said. 

Mr. Qallab also complained of a lack 
of “party culture” in Al Ahd's higher 
quarters, but did not elaborate, except 


to say that his resignation was “noth- 
ing personal.” 

At Al Ahd headquarters in Amman, 
a party official dismissed Mr. Qallab’s 
allegations. 

Al Ahd General Manager Issa 
Majali stated that “no resignation let- 
ters have been received at Amman 
parry headquarters” so far. 

Referring to an article in this Mon- 
day’s Al Majd repotting that 60 mem- 
bers of Al Ahd’s Zarqa branch ten- 
dered their resignations, Mr. Majali 
told the Jordan Times that “the news 
that members are resigning en masse 
from the party is absolutely false.” 

“Furthermore, members should 
announce their resignations to party 
headquarters and not to the newspa- 
pers,” he added. 

According to Al Majd, the Zarqa 
branch's members resigned because 
Al Ahd headquarters failed to involve 
them in the party’s activities and tried 
to “marginalise” them. 

The report said that Mr. Qallab has 
not been invited to the party’s meet- 
ings for the past two months. 

But an Al Ahd spokesperson offered 
different explanations for Mr. Qallab’s 
protest 

“Some people join political parties 
because they expect to gain personal 
benefit advance in their careers or 
improve their business.” said Al Ahd’s 
Khaldoun N asset 

“When they are disappointed in thfeir 
personal ambitions, they go to news- 
papers and announce that members 
from the same branch are resigning en 


masse,” Mr. Nasser stated. 

In fact Al Ahd is accustomed to 
allegations of mass resignations. Pre- 
vious press reports on similar drop- 
outs were later discovered to be 
unfounded. 

Around three months ago, press 
reports claimed that 20 Al Ahd mem- 
bers from the Ajloun branch were 
resigning and cited the names of the 
resignees. 

“Once contacted by the party, all of 
the people concerned, except two, 
declared themselves unaware of the 
issue," Mr. Nasser said, adding that 
the alleged mass resignation turned 
out to involve only two members. 

According to Mr. Nasser, one mem- 
ber of Al Ahd Ajloun branch, who was 
involved in a court case related to his 
business, had asked the party to help 
him obtain a favourable verdict. 

“Once we told him that we could not 
interfere with the judge’s decision, he 
and a friend resigned from the party,” 
Mr. Nasser said. 

With approximately 3,500 members, 
Al Ahd is the Kingdom’s largest polit- 
ical party after the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF). 

At the head of thel7-member cen- 
trist coalition in Jordan’s 80-member 
Parliament the National Action Front, 
two Al Ahd members were appointed 
ministers in the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti; Min- 
ister of Housing and Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali, who is also Al 
Ahd Secretary General, and Minister 
of Culture Ahmad Qudah. 


Man kills himself at Baqaa refugee camp 


Showers 
expected 
today in parts 
of Kingdom 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Following a 
long spell of dry and 
unusually warm weather, 
the northern and central 
parts of the Kingdom might 
today benefit from scat- 
tered showers, according to 
the Department of Meteo- 
rology Wednesday. 

A department official told 
the Jordan Times that the 
showers are expected as a 
result of a moderate 
depression centred over 
Turkey, which will also 
cause a drop in temperature 
from 20 degrees yesterday 
to today’s estimated high of 
15 degrees Celsius and low 
of six. 

The present hot depres- 
sion affecting Jordan in the 
past two weeks resulted 
from a depression over 
India, causing warm air to 
blow to the East Mediter- 
ranean region and a rise in 
temperatures which nor- 
mally do not exceed 12 
degrees in the day during 
this time of year. 

The official said that the 
drop in temperature will 
last for 24 hours before the 
warm air mass returns on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

An official at the King 
Talal Dam, the largest in 
the Kingdom, told the Jor- 
dan Times that the reser- 
voir behind the dam now 
contains 35 million cubic 
metres of water only four 
milli on more than the exist- 
ing level before the winter 
season started. 

The dam’s water is nor- 
mally used in the dry sum- 
mer season to irrigate the 
farmlands of the Jordan 
Valley. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat said that 
the rains which fell during 
the season’s inception in 
the south, east and Badia 
regions replenished some 
of the dams located there 
and that the water will be 
used for irrigation and for 
livestock. 

He warned that if no rain 
falls this month most of the 
areas which grow cereals in 
Jordan will be seriously 
affected especially as the 
grain depends on rainfall 
and not on irrigation. 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 45-year old 
man Wednesday killed himself 
in the Baqaa refugee camp. 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reports said. 

A CDD official told the Jor- 
dan Tunes that Abdul Ruhman 
Mohammad, swallowed 12 
sleeping pills in his borne as he 
was reportedly "sick and tired" 
of life. 

“The day before the incident, 
the man told his family that he 
was desperate and thinking of 
killing himself,” the CDD offi- 
cial said. 

He was rushed to Salt Gov- 
ernment Hospital by CDD 


By Jean-CIande Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Welfare 
Association has . invited 
young Palestinian piano 
virtuoso Saleem Abboud 
Ashkar, the newest rising 
star in the firmament of 
Arab musicians, to per- 
form in Amman. After a 
specially organised fund- 
raising opening recital on 
Wednesday evening, Mr. 
Abboud will again play 
tonight at 6:00 p.m. al the 
Jordan InterContinental 
Hotel. 


units but declared dead on 
arrival, the reports said. 

Police said they were inves- 
tigating the incident 
Mr. Mohammad was the sec- 
ond person to reportedly take 
his life in the Kingdom during 
the first week of the year. 

On New Year’s Eve, officials 
reports stated that a 21 -year 
old Yarmouk University stu- 
dent hung himself in his apart- 
ment in the Jawharar Al Quds 
Housing Complex. 

Meanwhile, a 12-year-old 
child .who, on Sunday, had 
been shot by his brother-in-law 
during a family altercation in 
the Mjedil area pf Karak, 


Born in Nazareth in 
1976, Mr. Abboud began 
his love affair with the 
piano at the age of seven. 
He has been doing so well 
that he is now studying at 
the Royal Academy in 
London with Maria Cur- 
cbio and Christopher 
Elton. His numerous per- 
formances with well- 
known symphony orches- 
tras led him to win the 
Clairmont competition 
twice and the finalist 
medal in the Marsala 
International Competition. 

Mr. Abboud’s musical 


an official source said. 

Salameh Mitlek was one of 
four people present when his 
brother-in-law I mad Jamal, 30, 
entered his family's house late 
Sunday night and opened fire, 
killing two people on impact, 
and injuring Salameh and his 
15 year-old sister Hana. 

His sister Hana was shot 
once in the shoulder. 

According to official reports. 
Mr. Jamal had often quarrelled 
with his wife and she returned 
to her family's house seven 
months ago. 

Since that time, he had sent 
several tribal delegations to his 
wife’s family in a bid for her 


education has been spon- 
sored, since be was ten, by 
tiie vice chairman of the 
Welfare Association’s 
board of trustees, A.M. 
Qattan, and his spouse 
who have extended to him 
their continuous and undi- 
minished support. 

The Welfare Association 
is the well-known Geneva- 
based foundation for 
humanitarian and develop- 
ment assistance to the 
Palestinians. Established 
in 1983. by a group of 
prominent businessmen, 
the association has a 


dent, Mr. Jamal was promised 
by his wife's family that she 
would return to him,” an offi- 
cial source told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

He stated that when Mr. 
Jamal went to pick her up. her 
family refused to cede her. 

“Mr. Jamal became enraged, 
went to his house, picked up 
his gun and then opened fire 
on his in-laws in their home," 
the official added. 

The father and the uncle of 
the suspect's wife were killed 
in the incident. 

Mr. Jamal then reportedly 
proceeded to his house in the 
Omrieh area of Karak, set it 
ablaze and ruined himself into 


dynamic programme 
which aims to assist the 
Palestinians in their 
resource development,; 
institutional building andi 
promotion of Palestinian! 
culture and identity. It has 1 
an organisational structure 
which is compatible with 
accepted international 
standards and its non-prof- 
it operation is funded by 
financial contributions 
from members, associates, 
individuals and indepen- 
dent corporations. Recent- 
ly, funds amounted to $87 
million. 


Tuesday died in_ Al..Barim^ return. 

Hospital Intensive Care Unit, “Three days prior to the inci- ~ "authorities? 
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Young Palestinian pianist to perform in Amman 


“This is Jordan ” — a valiant attempt, but falls short of its goal 


By Sacha Baggifi 

Special to the Jordan Times. 

AMMAN — The guide- 
book, This is Jordan aims 
to provide a convenient and 
accessible reference and is 
mainly targeted at non-Jor- 
danians wishing to leant 
about the Kingdom. 

•However, its tone and 
emphasis on Jordan’s polit- 
ical, social and institutional 
achievements at the 
expense of more compre- 
hensive and accurate infor- 
mation about developments 
in these fields is disap- 
pointing for those who 
would want more balanced 
contents. The book, writ- 
ten by Hasan Ayed, edited 
by Basma Nayaf Sa’d and 
published by the Ministry 
of Culture, comprises an 
introduction and five sec- 
tions entitled “Political 
Review,” “Jordan Today,” 
“Touristic Sites.” “General 
Information” and finally a 
section containing photos 
of people, places and maps. 

Although this work could 
be considered useful hi pro- 
viding factual information 
and statistics about events 
in the history of the King- 
dom. its institutions and 
tourist destinations, it does 
not fulfill the achievements 
claimed in the synopsis on 
its back cover. 

For instance this summa- 
ry states, “The book..... 


handles the [SIC] Jordanian 
development and advance- 
ment in all fields” 

However, the work lacks 
impartiality in its approach 
to such topics and this ren- 
ders it unfit for such a 
claim. 

As an example of such 
analysis, the book’s cover- 
age of “water” is illustra- 
tive. A mere chart illustrat- 
ing the 1994 water supply 
with no additional com- 
ment undermines the issue 
of water supply as a core 
and crucial one for the gov- 
ernment, society and its 
development 

Indeed, as this, book tar- 
gets foreigners, it is at least 
necessary to educate visi- 
tors to the country as to Jor- 
dan’s water shortage. 

This is Jordan provides a 
simple and useful outline of 
the history of the area, 
beginning from the stone 
age when “nomads dwelled 
along the ancient river 
beds” and following ■ 
through to the periods of 
Turkish rule, the Great 
Arab Revolt, the founda- 
tion of Trans-Jordan and 
Jordan’s independence. 

However, this section 
does not specify certain 
facts needed for clarity. 
For instance, it mentions 
the recommendation of the 
Cairo meeting in 1921 
between Winston 

Churchill, Abdullah Ben AI 


Hussein, and Sir Herbert 
Samuel, that Abdullah be 
proclaimed Emir of Trans- 
jordan as the area had 
“been effectively under his 
rale since his arrival” with- 
out specifying the nature of 
or the exact date of his 
“arrival." 

The historical synopsis 
continues to outline events 
in Jordanian history from 
the 1948 war, the 1967 war. 
Camp David, political 
links with the PLO, the 

1989 democratic elections, 
through to the Afro Arab 
Parliamentary Conference 
of January 1996. 

The delineation of the 

1990 Gulf crisis succeeds 
in concisely characterising 
Jordan’s position to the 
non-Jordanian reader but 
looses credibility by subse- 
quently making sweeping 
and somewhat emotional 
statements regarding this 
matter. 

Referring to the United 
Nations Resolution 678 of 
November 1990, “issued to 
declare the use of force 
against Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait” Dr. Ayed 
states that: “This resolution 
is clear proof of the double 
stands [SIC] practised by 
the United Nations.” 

Regardless of the author’s 
sentiments, such a style, 
emulated in other parts of 
the book, is unlikely ‘ to 
“market Jordan on the 


international level” as is his 
avowed aspiration as prim- 
ed on the back cover. 

Such pitfalls could have 
been avoided by clearly 
describing these assertions 
as sentiments held by many 
Jordanians, rather than pre- 
senting them as undisputed 
facts. 

The fourth section of This 
is Jordan provides useful 
and succinctly presented 
general information such as 
climate, holidays, hotels, 
tourist sites, restaurants, 
currency and traditions. It 
also offers helpful practical 
advice concerning matters 
such as visas, tipping and 
availability of tourist assis- 
tance. 

The guide to tourist sites 
reveals “Jordan as an open 
museum.. .where many 
ancient civilisations 

emerged and prospered,” in 
a comprehensive and 
appealing way. It provides 
information about the his- 
tories and modern-day 
attractions of destinations 
such as Jerasb, Ajloun, 
Umm Qais, Madaba, 
Mount Nebo, Qasr Harrana 
and Petra. 

The section entitled “Jor- 
dan Today” gives brief 
accounts of subjects such 
as economy, education, 
health, environment, youth, 
women, housing and agri- 
culture and achievements 
which have been made in 


these fields. 

It offers interesting statis- 
tics such as those specify- 
ing the number of health 
care institutions operating 
in the country and the ratio 
of males to females in the 
educational system. How- 
ever. statistics are some- 
what randomly applied and 
conspicuous by their 
absence in certain areas. 
For example, under the 
heading “Labour and 
Labour Unions” the author 
states that workers now 
“earn more money” with 
neither context nor support- 
ing evidence. 

This section does confer a 
general impression of life 
in Jordan, but any tourist 
wishing to attain a true 
understanding of these sub- 
jects will need to seek addi- 
tional references. 

It can be said that 
although a basic reference 
for non-Jordanians visiting 
the Kingdom, This is Jor- 
dan's style, grammatical 
and spelling mistakes make 
it unworthy of its synopsis’ 
claim that “it is one of the 
most important books 
issued in English.” 


i 



d News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 9 - 10, 1997 


Algerian car bombs kill 20 


I’ARIS (R) — An Algerian 
rebel leader has threatened a 
wave of bomb attacks after 
two car bombs exploded 
hours apart in Algeria 
Tuesday killing 20 people 
and wounding at least 111, 
Algerian newspapers said 
Wednesday. 

A huge car bomb explod- 
ed in central Algiers Tues- 
day near the main universiry 
faculty, killing 13 people 
and wounding at least 100. 
Liberte newspaper said, 
quoting hospital sources. 

Another car bomb went 
off some hours later in Ain- 
Fakroun town in the eastern 
province of Oum El Boua- 
ghi, 380-kilometres east of 
Algiers, killing seven and 
wounding 11, Al Khabar 
newspaper said. 

Algerian authorities, with- 
out mentioning the Ain- 
Faknoun bombing, said se- 
ven people were killed and 


more than 40 wounded in 
the Algiers blast. 

Security forces had de- 
fused in the past week about 
17 devices and cars laden 
with explosives set to ex- 
plode in Algiers and sur- 
rounding towns, El Watan 
newspaper said. 

Liberte newspaper said 
the authorities had identi- 
fied guerrilla Farid Hamani. 
alias Abu Saknane. as the 
mastermind behind the 
bombings. 

The newspaper said 27- 
year-old Hamajoi was a vet- 
eran guerrilla who took part 
in the first rebel attacks in 
Algiers early in 1992 after 
the authorities cancelled a 
general election which radi- 
cal Islamists were poised to 
win. 

El Watan said Mr. Hamani 
had warned in a New Year’s 
Eve statement that the guer- 
rillas had prepared about 50 


bombs to be detonated in 
Algiers. 

Liberte said Mr. Hamani 
was behind two bomb at- 
tacks late in December in the 

Algerian capital in which at 
least IS people died. 

Algiers has been the target 
of numerous bomb attacks 
in recent years. 

The worst in the crowded 
city of some four million 
people was in 1995 when 
Muslim rebels slammed a 
stolen car laden with explo- 
sives into Algiers’ main po- 
lice station killing more 
than 40 people and wound- 
ing more than 300. 

The Islamic Armed Group 
(GLA) claimed responsibili- 
ty for the attack and said it 
had hundred of volunteers 
ready for more suicide 
bomb attacks. 

Liberte said Hamani is a 
GIA gang leader in Algiers. 

The bombings follow re- 


bel raids against villages in 
which 200 people were 
killed in the past two-and-a- 
half months, many of them 
havjQg their throats slit 

The guerrillas, in the latest 
massacre of villagers, 
stormed Douaouda hamlet, 
60-kilometres west of Al- 
giers, Sunday night killing 
18 people, including a six- 
months-old baby. 

Rebels broke into a real- 
estate office on the same 
night killing the director, 
two women employees and 
one woman Customer in Ain 
Beni an district, on the nor- 
thern edge of Algiers. 

Sixteen villagers were 
slaughtered in a raid in Ben 
Achour village, 50-kilome- 
tres south of Algiers 
Saturday night. 

About 60,000 people, 
civilians. Muslim militants 
and security forces, have 
died since 1992. 
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LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
beleaguered royal family 
has been given a boost by a 
television viewers’ poll 
which produced a two-to- 
one majority in favour of 
the monarchy. 

Of nearly 2.5 million 
phone calls recorded during 
Tuesday night’s live televi- 
sion debate on the monar- 
chy. 66 per cent were in 
favour of a future for the 
royal family while 34 per 
cent were against. 

The poll, which showed 
England, Wales and Nor- 
thern Ireland backed the 
monarchy but Scotland did 
not. was carried our during 
a rowdy studio debate at- 
tended by more than 3,000 
people. 

Despite the poll result, the 
studio debate caused anger 
among royalists who felt 
they were frozen out of the 


discussion in favour of 
Republican sympathisers 
and that the level of debate 
was low. 

“Palace fury at “rigged’ 
TV poll.” declared a banner 
headline in the Mirror tab- 
loid, which quoted courtiers 
as saying leading royalists 
invited onto the programme 
had been “dumped” so Re- 
publicans could make the 
running. 

Former Conservative gov- 
ernment minister Steven 
Norris walked out of the 
studio debate, saying it was 
“trivial and patronising.” 
Sir Bernard Ingham, former 
press secretary to ex-Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
said the debate was a “dis- 
grace.” 

Following the prog- 
ramme, bookmakers Wi- 
liam Hill quoted odds of 50- 
1 that die monarchy would 


be abolished within 10 
years and 25-1 that it would 
go within 20 years. 

Support for the royal fam- 
ily came despite a series of 
scandals that have reduced 
its standing in recent years. 
Heir-io-th e-throne Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana 
divorced last year after both 
admitted adultery. 

Prince Charles returned to 
London Tuesday after a ski- 
ing holiday during which he 
was reported to have admit- 
ted failing the British mo- 
narchy and to have vowed 
to “sort the whole bloody 
mess out” by reaching out 
more to ordinary people. 

His public standing was 
hit by the acrimonious 
break-up of his marriage 
and his confession of an 
extra-marital affair with 
long-time flame Camilla 
Parker Bowles. 


ship 


British election poll boosts 
opposition Labour Party 


LONDON (Rj — Britain's 
opposition Labour Party 
stands to win a 43-seat 
majority in the coming gen- 
eral election, with economic 
issues concerning voters 
most, a Reuters survey pub- 
lished Wednesday showed. 

Nineteen out of 20 voting 
experts interviewed by 
Reuters predicted a victory 
fqr Tony Blair’s labour 
party against Prime Minis- 
ter John Major's Conserva- 
tives. 

The average result of their 
forecasts for Labour's 
majority in icnns of seats 
rose to 43 from 36 a month 
ago. the highest margin 
since the survey begun last 
September. 

Only one forecaster — 
David Carlton of Warwick 
University — maintained 
his belief in a nine-scat 
Conservative victory. 

Around half of the panel 
of voting behaviour expens, 
who gave their forecasts on 
Jan. 6 and 7. revised up 
their forecasts for a Labour 
majority. Britain's general 
election must be held by 
May 22. 

Reuters has created the 
most comprehensive panel 
of expens in British voting 
patterns for the survey, 
which will be updated each 
month until the election. 

The panellists said that 
despite the political debate 
raging over Britain's rela- 
tionship with the European 
Union, the issue had not 
taken centre stage with vot- 


“Europe is beginning to 
rise on the agenda. But it's 
not in the same league as 
the ‘four horsemen' of pub- 
lic concern. These are the 
National Health Service, 
education, law and order 
and unemployment" said 
panellist Bob Worcester, 
chairman of polling organi- 
sation Mori. 

Conservative in-fighting 
over European economic 
and monetary union had not 
helped the government's 
image but most of the pan- 
ellists said such constitu- 
tional issues tended not to 
make an impression during 
general elections. 

‘There won’t be a suffi- 
cient difference between the 
two parties on (Europe) and 
they are both committed to 
a referendum." said Neil 
Carter, reader in politics at 
the University of York. 

According to the rounded 
average of the 19 predic- 
tions for a Labour win, the 
ruling Conservatives are 
now expected to win 260 
seats, compared with 262 in 
early December. Labour is 
expected to win 348 seats 
from the previous average 
forecast of 345. 

The number of seats ex- 
pected to be won by the Li- 
beral Democrats and other 
parties remained unchanged 
at 25 and 27 respectively. 
The total number of seats in 
the new parliament will be 
659. 

Britain's main polling 
bodies have been unani- 
mous so far in predicting a 


large majority for Labour. 
The latest Mori opinion poll 
in early December gave 
Labour a 21 per cent lead. 

Things have been getting 
steadily worse for the 17- 
year-old Conservative gov- 
ernment, despite signs of 
growing consumer confi- 
dence and a feeling of rising 
economic well-being, they 
said. 

“A buoyant economy 
should mean that opinion 
polls should be moving in 
favour of the Tories, but 
they’re not,” said Paul 
Whitely, professor of poli- 
tics at the University of 
Sheffield. 

“Disunity, sleaze and per- 
ceptions of government in- 
competence explain the pa- 
radox of the economy doing 
well and a lack of govern- 
ment popularity," he said. 

Whitely. who last month 
predicted a 35-seat majority 
for Labour, raised his fore- 
cast to 50 seats this time. 

A majority of participants 
still expect a May election. 
But some have brought for- 
ward their forecasts to 
April. 

“The government will 
find it difficult to last until 
May with a minority gov- 
ernment.” one contributor 
said. 

Mr. Major lost his wafer- 
thin majority in the House 
of Commons when Conser- 
vative MP John Gorst with- 
drew his support in parlia- 
ment over a London hospi- 
tal ward closure. 


Solatia: Joulwan to leave NATO post in June 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — NATO chief Javier 
Solana said Tuesday that ihe alliance's sup- 
reme commander General George Joulwan 
would stay on in the job until June, follow- 
ing Gen. Joulwan’s announcement last 
month that he would retire. 

“General Joulwan has informed me of his 
intention to retire in June 1997 after com- 
pleting 36 years of military service,” Mr. 
Solana said in a statement released here. 

“He has served with distinction as 
SACEUR (Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe) during a particularly challenging 
period for the alliance and I will miss his 
wise counsel and extremely effective lead- 
ership after he leaves this summer” the sec- 
retary-general said. 

. Gen. Joulwan announced his retirement 
on Dec. 23. 

His replacement has yet to be named, but 
the job has traditionally been given to an 
American. 

Gen. Joulwan will stay on for another six 


months to allow for a smooth transition 
between the outgoing NATO-led Peace 
Implementation Force (IFOR) in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and its replacement since Dec. 
20, the Stabilisation Force (SFOR). 

Gen. Joulwan has held the post since Nov. 
22, 1993. He helped implement IFOR, 
NATO's First land operation, and headed 
NATO forces while the alliance was 
charged with the delicate task of imple- 
menting the Dayton Peace accords in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Although NATO and U.S. Armed Forces 
officials asked him to stay on. Gen. 
Joulwan said he meant to “honour the 
promise” made to his wife “to go home in 
the spring, after having passed 21 years, 
including the past 1 1, outside of the U.S.," 
he wrote in a statement. 

Gen. Joulwan has spent 36 years in the U-S. 
army, around half of that in Europe. He fought 
in Vietnam and was commander-in-chief of 
U.S. forces in South America and in Europe. 


| SYDNEY (R) —Almost 
300 students and workers 
i from the islands of Kiribati 
were adrift in the Central 
Pacific Wednesday aboard 
i a crowded charter ship 
crippled by a fire, officials 
said. 

The 1, 000-tonne MV 
Maasmond appealed for 
help Tuesday night after 
losing power through the 
fire in the engine room. 

It was found by a Royal 
New Zealand Air Force 
(RNZAF) Orion rescue 
plane drifting about 800 ki- 
lometres east of the Kiri- 
bati Island of Tarawa with 
290 passengers on board. 

“The Orion located it this 
afternoon and was told via 
radio that it’s in no imme- 
diate distress and has 
enough food and water for 
five days,” Air Force 
Squadron Leader Ron 
Irons told Reuters from the 
RNZAF’s base in Nandi, 
Fiji. 

“It has partially restored 
its electric power, but it has 
no wasy to start its engine," 
Irons said. 

An electrical fire in a 
switchboard in the engine 
room shut down the ship’s 
electrical systems late 
Tuesday, leaving the con- 
verted freighter without 
power and still two days 
sailing from the nearest 
land. 

The ship's charterer, Ki- 
ribati businessman Way- 
sang Kumkee, said the MV 
Maasmond’s insurers 
would pay for another ship 
to tow it back to Tarawa. 

The 64.5-metre Maas- 
mond was chartered to car- 
ry 290 passengers, mostly 
Kiribati students and work- 
ers. and 400 tonnes of car- 
go to Christmas Island 
from Tarawa, Mr. Kumkee 
said. 

A tugboat was likely to 
take two days to reach the 
stricken ship and another 
two days to tow it back to 
Tarawa, he said, adding the 
passengers had plenty of 
food and water to last the 
four days. 

“It's not a problem. If 
they run out they can easily 
borrow some of the cargo,” 
Mr. Kumkee told Reuters 
by telephone from Tarawa, 
one of a group of coral 
atolls about 5,000 kilome- 
tres north-east of Sydney. 

The cargo included rice 
and tinned food. 

None of the passengers or 
crew had been injured in 
the fire and the only prob- 
lem on board was likely to 
be boredom given the 
ship’s video players were 
out of action. “With no 
videos, they’ll be a bit 
bored," Mr. Kumkee said. 

Most of the passengers 
were sitting or sleeping 
under canvas on blankets 
on the deck, he said. 

They would be reduced 
to playing cards and their 
guitars until their rescue, 
he added. 

The MV Maasmond is 
registered in Kingstown in 
St. Vincent and Grena- 
dines, according to the 
Lloyds List, and has had 
engine trouble in the past. 






Neutralising chemicals are sprayed by helicopters onto the waters around the bow of 
the raptured Russian tanker Nakhodka, Wednesday as the broken tanker Is washed 
np onto rocks off the shore of Japan’s northwestern town of Mikuni, along the Sea of 
Japan coast (Renter photo) 

Japan starts oil cleanup after oil 
spill, communities count the cost 

MUCUNL Japan (R) — Ja- resorts. of the Japanese diet, 

panese government workers In picturesque Mikuni Yukiko Michino&hita. 43. 
teamed up with local volun- Bay in Fukui prefecture, whose husband is a local 
teers Wednesday to begin local residents came out in fisherman, said: “Every- 
the long and filthy job of the early morning to gaze thing is dead. This was the 
cleaning up 1 00-kilometres forlornly at oil-smeared best part of the coast for 
of coastline fouled by one shores. abalone and all sorts of fish, 

of the worst oil spills ever to Satoshi Horii, 32, an engi- They were the sweetest and 

hit Japan. neer who lives near Mikuni, the best.” 

They were helped by the ' said it was hard to believe Local residents used bu- 
first break in the weather the extent- of the damage ckets and wheelbarrows to 
since a Russian-registered and he was worried about scoop oil from the shore and 
tanker split in two and start- whether there would be carry it away. They formed 
ed leaking oil on Jan. 2. compensation. bucket lines 20 metres long. 

The Maritime Safety “Who’s going to pay? The passing the buckets up to 
Agency deployed 14 ships. Russians don’t have any wheelbarrows which were 
two planes and four hell- money so they won’t help then wheeled up tQ trucks, 
copters to try to find patch- and yet they are to blame," Most of the volunteers 
es of oil drifting towards the he told Reuters. were women, some of them 

shore, drop detergent on it elderly, 

and collect it before more of Standing with his five- They ignored the bitterly 
it reached land- year-old son. Samu, looking cold sea wind that buffetted 

The slicks that have al- out over the devastated bay, them as they slipped on the 
ready arrived along once- Mr. Horii said: “I’ve been greasy rocks where the oil 
pristine waterfronts have talking to my son about pol- had gathered, 
damaged centuries-old fish- lution for the last 24 hours. I Government agency wor- 
Lng areas and turned the don’t understand and he kers used slightly more ad- 
shoreline into areas of black doesn't understand how it vanced methods, with che- 
sludge. happened and what we can mically treated pads to soak 

Elderly women ignored do.” up the spill, 

biting winds stood on slip- 1° Mikuni Bay. the oil has Other workers in special 
pery rocks to cry to remove surrounded four large flat- protective clothing stood 
the oil one bucket at a time topped rocks which were chest-deep in oil-filled wa- 
even as authorities said the prime spots for growing ters using hoses to pump out 
work may be useless. seaweed, a traditional part the oil. ■: 


of the Japanese diet. 

Yukiko Michino&hita. 43. 
whose husband is a local 
fisherman, said: “Every- 
thing is dead. This was the 
best pan of the coast for 
abalone and all sorts of fish. 
They were the sweetest and 
the best.” 

Local residents used bu- 
ckets and wheelbarrows to 
scoop oil from the shore and 
carry it away. They formed 
bucket lines 20 metres long, 
passing the buckets up to 
wheelbarrows which were 
then wheeled up to trucks. 

Most of the volunteers 
were women, some of them 
elderly. 

They ignored the bitterly 
cold sea wind that buffetted 
them as they slipped on the 
greasy rocks where the oil 
had gathered. 

Government agency wor- 
kers used slightly more ad- 
vanced methods, with che- 
mically treated pads to soak 
up the spill. 

Other workers in special 
protective clothing stood 
chest-deep in oil-filled wa- 
ters using hoses to pump out 
the oil. 


“Until we plug the source, 
even if we clean the shores, 
the oil may keep coming 
back day after day... We 
don’t even know the total 
volume of leaked oil," a 
spokesman for the Fisheries 
Disaster Task Force said. 

Authorities said there 
were five major slicks head- 
ing for the coast but still had 
no firm idea on the total 
amount of oil that could 
wash ashore. 

At first they estimated 
that 3,700 tonnes (26,000 
barrels) had escaped from 
the 26-year-old tanker when 
it broke apart in stormy seas 
in the Sea of Japan. 

But they said Tuesday that 
the figure appeared too low. 

The 13.157-tonne Na- 
khodka was carrying a total 
of 19,000 tonnes (133,000 
barrels) of heavy fuel oil. 

Russian authorities in 
Moscow said both ends of 
the broken tanker were now 
leaking oil. 

Japan's worst oil spill was 
in 1971. when 7,200 tonnes 
(50,400 barrels) of oil were 
spilled from a tanker that 
ran aground near the port 
city of Niigata, 

Oil slicks have so far hit 
shore along a 100 kilometre 
stretch from Kyoto prefec- 
ture in western Japan, threa- 
tening economic and envi- 
ronmental disaster for com- 
munities which depend on 
fishing and tourism. 

The area is dotted with 
some of Japan’s most fertile 
fishing areas as well as 
small ports and tourist 
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A Japanese worker soaked in oil, spilled from ruptured 
Rusoan tanker Nakhodka, pulls on a vacuum hosells 

*5® ° U “ Mik6ni ' on the Sea of Japan 
coast Wednesday. An estimated 3,700 tonnes (26,000 

have escaped from the Nakhodka 
after it broke up in heavy seas on Jan. 2 in one of 
Japan’s biggest oil spills ever (Reuter photo) “ 


Serbia’s 
opposition 
to jam 
phones, 
roads 

BELGRADE (AFP) — 
Serbia's opposition 
launched a new tactic Wed- 
nesday in its movement 
against President Slobodan 
Milosevic, urging its sup- 
porters to jam government 
phone lines while calling 
for a fresh traffic protest in 
Belgrade. 

The independent daily 
Demokratia published a 
full-page appeal by the 
opposition Together Coa- 
lition, which has led a 
seven-week movement 
against the government, 
listing the numbers to call. , 
Telephone lines can be ‘ 
jammed simply by calling 
numbers and then leaving 
the phones off the hook. 
Mr. Milosevic’s number 
was listed, as were those of 
federal Yugoslav President 
Zoran Lilic. all government 
ministries, the Supreme 
Court and ruling coalition 
parties. 

“Be persistent, and from 
dawn until dusk, call re- 
gime institutions ... to stop 
’ diem from causing more 
damage,” the appeal, 'in the 
form of an advertisement, 
said. 4< The action is starting 
immediately.” 

Most of the numbers 
were still reachable by 
mid- morning, however. 

The opposition, which 
has protested for 50 con- 
secutive days on the streets 
of Belgrade against the go- 
vernment's move to annul 
opposition wins in local 
elections, has threatened to 
step up its action if Mr. 
Milosevic does not back 
down this week. 

Opposition leader Vuk 
Draskovic has called for 
new traffic jams in down- 
town Belgrade Wednesday 
in a repeat of a protest Sun- 
j.-day which reduced the Ser- 
i bian capital* to gridlock. 

. The colourful car protest 
was introduced to circum- 
vent a ban on marches in 
force since Dec. 25. 

Students for their part 
have threatened to face off 
with riot police enforcing 
the ban to force them to ; 
withdraw. 

On Tuesday, as some 
30,000 opposition support- 
ers defied the ban and ral- 
lied in central Belgrade, 
hundreds of riot police 
rumbled into the city centre 
in a show of force which 
further increased tensions 
in Belgrade. 

Riot police set up cor- 
dons to stop the crowd 
marching across the city, 
provoking a fiery response 
from Mr. Draskovic. I 

“Even Tito’s Communist 
regime did not make its 
police turn out onto the 
streets for Christmas,” Me 
Draskovic fulminated in an 
address to the crowd mark- 
ing Orthodox Christmas, 
which fell on Tuesday. 

“They (the government) 
are sending you here today 
to provoke bloodshed. But 
Christmas is the biggest 
Christian festival ... and 
therefore, I say to the po- 
lice. divine peace, Christ is 
born” ■ 

In a bid to win police I 
units over, opposition lead- 
ers have urged their sup- 
porters to mingle amicably , 
with police. 

On Tuesday, opposition 
leaders approached the 
police cordon to wish indi- 
vidual police officers, clad 
in riot gear behind plexi- 
glass shields, a happy 
Christmas. The majority of \ 
the officers returned the 
compliment with a hand- 
shake. Only around one in 
five declined. 

The stand-off between re- 
gime and opposition was 
touched off when Mr. Mi- 
losevic's ruling Socialist 
Party annulled opposition 
victories in Nov. 17 munic- 
ipal elections. 

The opposition has won 
widespread support both at 
home and abroad. Western 
leaders have called on Mr. 
Milosevic to back down, | 
while international media- ^ 
tors investigating the elec- g 
(oral dispute have urged (be g 
authorities to reinstate tse | 
opposition wins in 14 f 
towns. 1 
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Several homes along the San Joaquin River are flooded Monday after a levee broke (top) near Modesto in 
California s Central Valley Monday. The flooding, caused by winter storms and snow melting throughout the val- 
ley, are among the costliest in the state’s history, with an estimated bill of $775 million (Reuter photo) 

Calif omia floods set to become state’s most costly 
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SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Losses from California’s 
New Year floods doubled to 
more than $1 j 5 billion Tues- 
day and the floods looked 
set to become the most cost- 
ly in the state’s history, offi- 
cials said. 

Severe floods in Califor- 
nia have killed six people, 
damaged thousands of 
homes and inundated tens 
of thousands of acres of 
prime farmland. 

Authorities asked 4,000 
people to evacuate their 
homes near the town of 
Manteca in central Califor- 
nia, where two new levee 
breaks along the bloated 
San Joaquin River flooded 
thousands of acres of farm- 


land Tuesday, officials said. 

Elsewhere, workers bat- 
tled to shore up fragile lev- 
ees. 

In Sacramento, California 
Gov. Pete Wilson called for 
a special session of the stale 
legislature “to address the 
clear and immediate needs 
of those individuals, busi- 
nesses and farms victimised 
by those terrible floods.” 

Receding waters allowed 
evacuees in some areas to 
return to their homes to clean 
up. but officials warned that 
they faced hazards from raw 
sewage, dead animals and 
chemicals that may have con- 
taminated the water. 

Health officials recom- 
mended that flood victims 


discard any food that might 
have come into contact with 
floodwater and wear rubber 
boots and waterproof gloves 
during cleanup if there had 
been a backflow of sewage 
in their house. 

The California Office of 
Emergency Services said 19 
counties and one city had 
reported damage from the 
floods estimated at more 
than $1.5 billion. Losses 
included $661 million of 
damage to homes and busi- 
nesses and $902 million of 
damage to infrastructure 
such as roads and bridges. 

The total doubled from 
the $775 milli on in damage 
reported by nine counties 
and one city Monday. 


But 23 of the counties 
where Mr. Wilson has 
declared states of emer- 
gency have not yet reported 
damage and officials said 
this year’s floods were al- 
most certain to overtake 
1995 floods as the most da- 
maging in state history. The 
1 995 floods caused $J .8 bil- 
lion of damage. 

President Bill Clinton has 
declared a major disaster in 
parts of California, Nevada 
and Idaho due to storms and 
floods that hit the west in 
the last 10 days. Oregon and 
Washington also suffered 
widespread damage from 
floods and landslides that 
have killed at least 20 peo- 
ple in the region. 


U.S. will pay debt to U.N. — Christopher 
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i UNITED NATIONS (AFP j 
• Secretary of Scare 

‘ : r -j .^Wihren Christopher Tdes^ 
“? ' day’ gave’ “private ATsuj- 
: • ranees” to new U.N. SeCre- 

-tj; tary General Kofi Annan 

- ' that the United States would 
J soon pay its hefty debt to 

; • the world body, 

rr: Speaking after a meeting 

. * of the two officials. State 
Department spokesman Ni- 
cholas Bums told joumal- 
*- ists that “vigorous reform” 

- l:' - within the United Nations 

would help convince the 
Republican majority in 
Congress to free the funds. 

: He said the outgoing sec- 

■ ; \ retary of state assured Mr. 
t Annan that payment of the 
S1.3 billion in accumulated 
I. f arrears is “at the top of our 


agenda.” 

• “We don’t take pride in 
being a debtor,” he said, 
adding that the U.S. admin- 
istration was “working 
closely with Congress” to 
cry to settle the debt. 

“The United States wants 
and should meet its finan- 
cial obligations,” Mr. Bums 
said. 

He did not say when Mr. 
Annan would make his first 
official visit to Washington, 
but a U.N. source told AFP 
it should be some time bet- 
ween Jan. 20 and 25, just af- 
ter the celebrations maridng 
the inauguration of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's second 
term. 

Mr. Christopher, who will 
step down at the end of the 


month, congratulated Mr. 
Annan on his election; as 
secretary general, and said 
Washington had “great con- 
fidence” in him. 

Unlike his predecessor 
Boutros Gbali, Mr. Annan 
enjoys strong support from 
Washington, and Mr. Chris- 
topher said Tuesday Mr. 
Annan’s nomination 

marked “a positive turning 
point.” 

Mr. Bums said the United 
States believed it was time 
to “renew a close relation- 
ship” with the United Na- 
tions. “We believe we 
should be centrally in- 
volved with the United Na- 
tions,” Mr. Bums said. 

He said Mr. Christopher 
and Mr. Annan discussed 


“forthcoming challenges” 
for4fro*vodd'body; notably : 
disarmament, environment 
tal issues, terrorism and the 
battle against illegal drugs. 
Mr. Burns said the world 
body should lead efforts in 
these fields. 

“We all need the U.N. to 
provide a leadership role,” 
he said. 

U.N. spokesman Fred 
Eckhard said that Mr. An- 
nan added “sustainable de- 
velopment” to the list of 
global challenges. 

Mr. Eckhard also under- 
lined the importance of ail 
185 U.N. member states’ 
agreeing on what the United 
Nations’ roles should be in 
the coming years. 
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S. Korean union leader issues strike ultimatum 
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SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rea’s top strike leader Wed- 
nesday issued an ultimatum 
to the government to scrap a 
new labour law within one 
week or face all-out work 
stoppages, including a pub- 
lic sector shutdown. 

But the chairman of the 
ruling New Korea Party 
flatly rejected the demand. 

Another senior party offi- 
cial suggested the ultima- 
tum was a bluff, predicting 
the strikes would soon fiz- 
zle. 

A statement by three gov- 
ernment ministers, mean- 
while, threatened “stem 
measures” if walkouts con- 
tinued and urged strikers to 
immediately return to work. 

■ Kwon Young- Kil, presi- 
dent of the outlawed Korean 
Confederation of Trade Un- 


ions, gave the government a 
deadline of midnight next 
Tuesday to repeal the labour 
bill that gives employers the 
right to lay off workers. 

Unless the deadline was 
met the confederation 
would paralyse public ser- 
vices not already on strike, 
including subways, tele- 
communications and mints. 

“If the Kim Young-Sam 
government does not repeal 
die vicious labour law... we 
will enter the most intensive 
general strike struggle,” he 
told a news conference. 

General stoppages would 
begin immediately if state 
prosecutors carried out their 
threat to issue arrest war- 
rants against union leaders, 
Mr. Kwon said. 

On its own, the confedera- 
tion would not be able to 


cripple public services. 

While its 500,000 mem- 
bers have a grip on car and 
ship production, which are 
now disabled, it shares 
power in public services 
with the much larger 
Federation of Korean Trade 
Unions, which has 1.2 mil- 
lion members. 

An earlier union attempt 
to briefly halt the Seoul sub- 
way failed completely after 
non-union drivers kept 
trains running. 

The response by hospital 
workers and broadcasters to 
a strike call this week has 
been patchy. 

However, joint action by 
the two union umbrella bod- 
ies, which guard their turf 
jealously, would produce a 
more powerful impact. Mr. 
■Kwon said all organised la- 


bour groups would join for- 
ces starting next Monday. 

Hours after Mr. Kwon’s 
threat. New Korea Party 
Chairman Lee Hong-Ku 
told a news conference: 
“We will not change the 
law.” He added that workers 
had nothing to fear. 

“The majority of the Ko- 
rean people will support the 
measures we have taken. 
Come spring the majority of 
labour unions will see there 
will be neither a reduction 
of wages nor major lay- 
offs.” 

He was optimistic the eco- 
nomy, suffering from high 
costs that have exacerbated 
a trade deficit, would pick 
up later this year and “peo- 
ple will see we have made a 
right decision,” 


Attack on police hits N. Ireland peace process 
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BELFAST (R) — A sus- 
pected IRA bomb attack on 
a police patrol further 
strained the already badly 
damaged Northern Irish 
peace process Wednesday, 
prompting fears of more 
sectarian and political vio- 
lence. 

The explosion occurred in 
die Shantallow area of the 
province’s second city of 
Londonderry Tuesday night 
as a two-vehicle police pat- 
rol- was passing, a police 
spokesman said. None of the 
police officers was injured. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
attack but security sour- 
Ce s. said it bore the hall- 
roarks of the IRA (Irish Re- 
P u hlican Army), which is 


fighting to end British rule 
in Northern Ireland. 

The spokesman said it was 
not immediately dear if the 
bomb had exploded at the 
side of the road or whether it 
had been fired at the patrol. 

The attack formed part of 
a grooving pattern of vio- 
lence in Northern Ireland 
and sparked further fears 
Thai pro-British “loyalist” 
guerrillas would end their 
two-year ceasefire and 
retaliate against the IRA. 

Police in Belfast questioned 
two men arrested after the 
IRA launched a rocket attack 
against the city's High Court 
building Monday, injuring a 
police officer. 

That attack was followed 
by a series of hoax bomb 


warnings. IRA guerrillas ap- 
parently hoped the hoax calls 
would bring the city to a 
standstill. 

Earlier Tuesday, police 
carried out a controlled ex- 
plosion on a suspect car in 
Belfast and evacuated the 
Europa Hotel after a tele- 
phoned bomb warning. No 
device was found. 

The IRA's political wing 
Sinn Fein, which has re- 
fused to condemn guerrilla 
violence, has stepped up its 
campaign for an immediate 
place ar multi-pany peace 
talks on Northern Ireland. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major, an architect of the slow- 
moving Northern Ireland peace 
process, said Monday’s Belfast 
attack made it hard to believe 


Sinn Fein could take part in the 
negotiations. 

“It is certainly going to be 
extremely difficult to see 
how the IRA can persuade 
anyone that Sinn Fein 
should reenter the talks,” 
Mr. Major told BBC Radio. 

Sinn Fein has been ex- 
cluded from the talks until 
the IRA calls a permanent 
halt to the bombing cam- 
paign it launched last Feb- 
ruary when it ended a 17- 
month mice. 

Despite police fears that 
IRA violence could mean an 
end to the Protestant loyal- 
ists’ 26-month truce, spokes- 
men for closely allied politi- 
cal groups have said that as 
far as they knew the cease- 
fire was still intact. 
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Goma living in fear of Zaire 
government counter-offensive 


GOMA, Zaire ( AFP) — Ci- 
tizens of this eastern Zai- 
rean town, captured by Tut- 
si rebel forces in November, 
are nervously awaiting a 
promised counter-offensive 
from government forces 
loyal to President Mobutu 
Sese Seko, who has vowed 
to crush the rebellion. 

A day after rebel leader 
Laurent-Desire JKabila 
warned that the Zairean ar- 
my was preparing for a a 
counter-attack to avenge 
their rout in eastern Zaire 
last October and November, 
ordinary citizens were con- 
templating whether to await 
their fate'or to flee before 
further fighting breaks out. 

“1 just want to leave here,” 
said one young man, p ullin g 
a piece of crumpled paper 
from his pockeL “I am go- 
ing to sell my car to get 
some money. Tilings are on- 
ly just starting here.” 

“A friend has given me a 
plan for how to get out.” he 
added, detailing a convolut- 
ed route through Rwanda 
and Tanzani a which would 
bring him out in southern 
Zaire, away from the focus 
of conflict in the east. 

At first glance, the capital 
of Zaire’s North Kivu pro- 
vince, “liberated” by the 
Tutsi rebels on Nov. 1, ap- 
pears to be bustling with re- 
gular, everyday life. The 
central market is open, cars 
frequent the battered streets 
and some shops are open. 

But conversation inevita- 
bly turns towards the pro- 
mised counter-offensive, 
and a favoured pastime in 
Goma involves monitoring 
the international news on 


the radio to get a clear pic- 
ture of what the future will 
bold for the troubled region. 

“Many people have al- 
ready left," the young man 
said. “They have sold off 
their things to pay for their 
journey.” 

Others are waiting to see 
bow the situation develops, 
but many have already pre- 
pared their documents for a 
last-minute departure. 

As for the small group of 
U-N. aid workers in Coma, 
they have been placed on a 
Phase 3 alert: Bags packed 
ready for a speedy evacua- 
tion, navel documents in 
their pockets at all times. 

Thousands have already 
fled the region after fighting 
flared in North and South 
Kivu in October, as Tutsi 
forces drove government 
troops west, capturing a 
large swathe of territory. 

The Zairean government 
has stressed it will not nego- 
tiate with Mr. Kabila, and 
Mr. Mobutu has vowed to 
use the army to liberate 
eastern Zaire. 

Mr. Kabila said Tuesday 
that the Zairean army was 
“on the move” near the 
town of Kisangani, 500 ki- 
lometres west of Goma. and 
carrying out “very deep re- 
connaissance” towards re- 
bel-held areas. 

The government forces 
would reach rebel positions 
“in a matter of days,” he 
added, without specifying 
which towns the army was 
heading towards. 

Mr. Kabila has also al- 
leged that hundreds of 
French troops are working 
with the Zairean army, dra- 


wing a swift denial from the 
French Foreign Ministry in 
Paris.* 

“We don’t expect them to 
confirm it. People will 
believe us when we bring 
back a French soldier as a 
prisoner.” Mr. Kabila said 
Tuesday. 

“The young French men 
who are fighting have not 
come to defend France but 
Mobutu. It is an unnatural 
alliance. The French must 
understand our message,” 
he added, speaking from 
Mr. Mobutu’s luxury villa 
in Goma where the rebels 
have set up their headquar- 
ter. 

The French daily Le 
Monde reported Tuesday 
that former French soldiers 
were recruiting mercenaries 
from France, South Africa 
and Angola for Zairean gov- 
ernment forces. Two men 
cited in the report as recruit- 
ing the mercenary force, 
both of them former French 
officers, denied the charges. 

Mr. Kabila has vowed that 
his troops will crush any 
counter-offensive. Rebel 
forces easily overpowered 
the poorly-equipped, ill-dis- 
ciplined Zairean troops at 
the start of the uprising in 
October. 

Meanwhile, mercenary 
company Executive Out- 
comes, accused of sending 
fighters to Zaire, said Wed- 
nesday it was the victim of a 
disinformation campaign by 
South Africa’s Military In- 
telligence Division (MID). 

The Pretoria-based com- 
pany also claimed in a state- 
ment it is being smeared by 
the South African Foreign 


Affairs Department. 

Company Chairman Ee- 
ben Barlow called for an 
official inquiry — by po- 
lice. the secret service and 
national intelligence — into 
claims it is involved in 
Zaire. 

“Executive Outcomes wi- 
shes the MID to be exclud- 
ed from any involvement in 
this investigation as the 
company holds evidence 
that the MID ‘fabricated’ 
intelligence reports in order 
to discredit the company," 
Mr. Barlow said. 

“Executive Outcomes will 
give its full cooperation to 
the agencies tasked to con- 
duct the investigation in 
order to finally expose the 
disinformation campaign 
against it, a smear which 
was initiated by the South 
African Deparanem of Fo- 
reign Affairs," he added. 

Also Wednesday, former 
Angolan rebel chief Jonas 
Savimbi denied his forces 
are in Zaire fighting along- 
side government troops, as 
alleged by the Zairean rebel 
leader. 

Mr. Savimbi. the leader of 
Angola's Union for the To- 
tal Liberation of Angola 
(UNITA). denied that 
UNITA troops were acting 
as mercenaries in Zaire to 
help government forces in 
their bid to wrest back con- 
trol of the east of the coun- 
try from Tutsi rebels. 

‘Tm specifying with all my 
heart we do not have one sin- 
gle man in Zaire," Mr. 
Savimbi, who has been hold- 
ing talks in South Africa with 
President Nelson Mandela, 
told a press conference. 


Monaco 

celebrates 

.. ,700th . ; 

- 1f; . . ... ...... . 

birthday 

MONTE CARLO (R) — 
Tiny Monaco launched a 
10-month celebration of its 
700th birthday Wednesday 
as ageing Prince Rainier 
ID urged his son Prince 
Albeit to find a bride. 

In interviews on the eve 
of the festivities,’ Prince 
Rainier, 73, said the 38- 
year-old Albert — one of 
the most eligible bachelors 
in the world — had more 
work to do before he could 
succeed him and perhaps 
would have to marry first. 

“He must sharpen his 
skills... I think he must gain 
some experience before he 
is completely ready to take 
over," . Prince Rainier told 
French Television TF 1. 

In a separate interview 
with France 2, he hinted 
that marriage and a family 
were part of the prepara- 
tions for a handover, which 
he said could “perhaps, 
probably” take place be- 
fore the end of the century. 

"There is also the ques- 
tion of his marriage,” 
Prince Rainier said. “1 
would like him to take 
thin gs in hand and at the 
same time start a family.” 

The balding Prince Albert, 
who has often been photo- 
graphed with the likes of 
Claudia Schiffer, Brooke 
Shields and Lisa-Marie Pres- 
ley, has previously hinted 
marriage was not a priority. 

Asked this week if he 
would marry in the next 
few months, he told an in- 
terviewer “No — you'll 
know soon enough.” 

Prince Albert confirmed 
there was no precise date for 
a handover in an interview 
aired just hours before his 
family gathered at Monaco's 
cathedral Wednesday to 
begin the celebrations. 

“I do not know at all 
whether that will take place 
in the corning months, this 
year or in coming years. I 
cannot say at the moment,” 
he told RMC Radio. 

Several thousand local 
residents, tourists and 
other well-wishers gath- 
ered for the morning mass 
launching the celebration 
of the Grimaldi dynasty’s 
700th year in power over 
this lilhputian state with a 
population of just 30,000 
and less than two square 
kilometres of territory. 


U.S. diplomat urges Taleban 
action on Afghan drug trade' 


ISLAMABAD (R) — .Af- 
ghanistan's Taleban militia 
has -renewedya-pledge ■ to 
"fight the dri/g trade, but a 
U.S. official said Wednes- 
day that promises were not 
enough. 

“The words sound nice, 
but we would like to see the 
action,” said the Islamabad- 
based official, who asked 
not to be named. 

Afghanistan is one of the 
world’s biggest opium sup- 
pliers producing about 
2,300 tonnes in 1996. ac- 
cording to the U.N. Interna- 
tional Drug Cootrol Prog- 
ramme. 

The Taleban control most 
of the richest poppy-grow- 
ing areas and smuggling 
routes. 

Taleban-controlled radio 
said that Mullah Moham- 
mad Hassan, deputy leader 
of the Taleban 's ruling 
council, had told a visiting 
U.S. diplomat Tuesday that 
the Islamic movement de- 
served greater international 
support and recognition. 

No country has formally 
recognised the administra- 
tion set up in Kabul after 


the Taleban seized the- 
Afghan capital od Sept. 27 
and imposed its -purist ver- 
sion of Islam there. 

The visit by John 
Holzman, deputy chief of 
mission at the U.S. embassy 
in Islamabad, was the high- 
est-level contact between 
Washington and the Taleban 
since the capture of Kabul. 

A U.S. official described 
the visit as part of routine 
contacts with Afghan fac- 
tions that complemented 
talks Mr. Holzman held last 
mouth with opposition lead- 
ers. including General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, in 
the northern city of Mazar- 
I-Sbarif. 

“In order to respect the 
will of the Afghan people, 
the international communi- 
ty should further strengthen 
its support for the Islamic 
State of Afghanistan and 
expand its cooperation with 
the Afghan people and their 
Islamic state.” the radio 
quoted Mr. Hassan as 
telling Mr. Holzman. 

He said the Taleban were 
also committed to combat- 
ing Afghanistan's thriving 


narcotics trade. - 

“The campaign against 
the productiqb and traffifck- 
ing in drugs is not only dtte 
of the major goals of the 
Islamic state but also a reli- 
gious duty of ours,” Mr. 
Hassan said. 

The U.S. Drug Enforce- 
ment Agency said in a re- 
port last year that the Tale- 
ban had “reached de facto 
agreements with the culti- 
vators and perhaps even 
traffickers to limit their at- 
tack on opium cultivation 
and domestic drug abuse." 

Mr. Holzman 's visit to 
Kabul precedes a planned 
regional tour by Robin Ra- 
phel, U.S. assistant secre- 
tary of stare for South Asian 
affairs, who is due to visit 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, India 
and Sri Lanka in late Jan- 
uary and early February. 1 

State Department officials 
said Tuesday that Ms. Ra- 
phel would not visit Afgha- 
nistan, but might meet in 
Pakistan members of vari- 
ous Afghan factions, inc- 
luding the Taleban move- 
ment. 


Chechens say they know 
who shot Red Cross workers 


MOSCOW (R) — The or- 
ganiser of last month's mur- 
der of six foreign Red Cross- 
workers in Cbechenya has 
been identified and is at 
large somewhere outside 
the breakaway region. Rus- 
sian news agency (RIA) 
quoted a separatist official 
as saying. 

Abu Movsayev, head of 
Chechenya’s Department of 
State Security, said the Rus- 
sian authorities had been 
asked to help arrest the sus- 
pect, who he refused to 
name, RIA said. 

“The identity of the mas- 
termind and organiser of the 
murder of the doctors on " 
Dec. 17 in Novy Atagi has 
been established with the 
maxium exactitude,” It quo- 
ted him as telling a news 
conference in the Chechen 
capital Grozny. 

The agency later quoted 
Russian officials as denying 
they had received any offi- 
cial request to cooperate in 
catching a suspect, although 
they said they were pre- 
pared to help if asked. 

The six foreign aid work- 
ers. five of them women. 


were gunned down in their 
beds in a hospital com- 
pound in ihe village of No- 
vy Atagi the most violent 
incident of its kind in Che- 
chenya. 

A Red Cross official in 
Geneva described the attack 
as an assassination, while 
some Chechen separatist 
leaders said it was “political 
provocation” aimed at dis- 
rupting local presidential 
and parliamentary elections 
planned for Jan. 27. 

The elections follow a 
peace deal signed between 
Moscow and the separatists 
in August ending 21 months 
of fighting. 

Tim Guldimann, the 
Swiss diplomat who is try- 
ing to broker a lasting set- 
tlement. said Tuesday he 
was satisfied that last 
month’s flare-up of vio- 
lence, which included the 
murder of a group of Rus- 
sians, had died down. 

‘There exists a real 
chance that the elections in 
Chechenya will be democ- 
ratic.” Interfax News Agen- 
cy quoted him as saying. 

Mr. Guldimann, who 


heads the Chechenya mis- 
sion of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), had ex- 
pressed concern about the 
safety of election observers. 

He has said a final deci- 
sion on their deployment 
will be taken at a session of 
the Council of Europe on 
Jan. 16. 

Chechen Interior Minister 
Khasbek Makhashev said 
Tuesday he could not ex- 
clude “various provoca- 
tions” during the elections 
but said special measures 
would be taken to protect 
observers and journalists, 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple were killed in the con- 
flict between Moscow and 
the rebels, which began in 
December 1994 when Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin sent 
troops to the region to try to 
stop moves to split it from 
the Russian Federation. 

Russian officials said 
Sunday the last troops had 
now left the region in line 
with the peace arrange- 
ments. 
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Dangers of ignorance 

THE TRAGIC fire incident that took the 
lives of a family of nine people in the south 
this week was an avoidable one had the 
adults in the family knew the few basic 
rules about heating their home. As we 
moum their death we must ask ourselves 
what could have been done to stop such 
incidents from happening. In a way, the 
concerned authorities are at fault for not 
hammering long and enough the message 
of safe dealing with heaters. If we are to 
compare between the dangers of smoking 
that so many countries keep reminding 
their peoples of on daily bases and the dan- 
gers of improper heating methods, then we 
are right to assume and expect the authori- 
ties to conduct routine campaigns on 
Jordan Television against the dangers of 
gas and kerosene heating. 

The issue is only one of many other issues 
that the authorities should target in a 
methodical and persistent way. Gas and 
fire detectors may have to be installed by 
force of law at homes. The instruments for 
warning people of fire dangers at their 
homes are relatively inexpensive and with- 
in reach of all Jordanians. Why not then 
make it compulsory for all houses in the 
country, big or small, to have fire alarms? 
Furthermore, manufacturers and 
importers of heaters should be obliged by 
law- to provide buyers with written and ver- 
bal instructions on how to use these instru- 
ments and how to prevent them from start- 
ing fire. People need to be encouraged to 
install at their homes fire exits that are eas- 
ily operated by children and old people 
alike. 

Since these sorts of incidents occur in the 
country frequently and since school chil- 
dren are also involved, as has been the case 
with the Tafilch tragedy, it would be a good 
idea to instruct the students every winter 
season about the danger of sleeping in a 
room while the heater is running. What is 
even more important is to use the agony 
created by the recent tragedy to drive home 
the dangers that come with kerosene and 
gas heating. Television, which reaches 
every home, should be used extensively to 
deliver the message. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FINALLY THE Israelis revealed the real cause behind 
their procrastinating redeployment of troops in the 
Hebron area by announcing that they want to delay the 
withdrawal of their forces from the rest of the 
Palestinian lands for two more years, said an A1 Ra’i 
editorial Wednesday. The paper said that in accordance 
with the Oslo accords, the redeployment of Israeli 
forces in the Palestinian lands should be completed in 
1997. but the Israeli government seems uninterested in 
the implementation of these accords but only in consol- 
idating their hold over the Arab lands because they are 
not oriented towards genuine peace. It is clear now that 
the Israelis want to hold as many cards as possible to 
ensure that they have the upper hand in the negotiations 
with the Palestinians over a final settlement, continued 
the daily. This situation is very dangerous indeed, and 
calls for the United States, which is sponsoring the 
peace process, to reconsider its policy and adopt a stand 
designed to force the Israelis to respect the accords and 
comply with the requirements of pcrace. demanded the 
paper. At the same time, and in light of the blackmail 
policy adopted by Premier Benyamin Netanyahu, it 
said, the Arabs states are called on to provide whatever 
help they can give to the Palestinian leadership which 
is faring pressures and an extremely difficult situation 
in its drive to regain Arab rights in Palestine. 

A WRITER for AI Dustour criticised statements by the 
Minister of Supply Munir Sobar for announcing that 
1997 will be the year for removing restrictions on prices 
of various commodities and applying a free trade sys- 
tem in Jordan. Fakhri Kawar said that the minister must 
have taken a hasty decision in this matter because the 
country' still lacks laws that prevent monopoly and pro- 
tect the consumers. The minister of supply realises too 
well that in the absence of appropriate, deterring laws, 
the majority of merchants are inclined to hike prices in 
a manner that secures a maximum margin of profit for 
them, noted die writer. He said that any decision not 
backed by laws to proride protection to the consumers’ 
interest would motivate the merchants to whimsically 
try’ and achieve self-interest, with total disregard to the 
consumers’ interest. What is needed as an immediate 
measure, said the writer, is for the government to intro- 
duce measures that will ensure a social safety net to 
protect the low- and limited-income groups which form 
the majority of the Jordanian people. 


On Israel’s present conduct and 
the vices of democracy 


AS A system, democracy 
comes close to being the 
best there is, especially 
under the circumstances 
when not only diversity, 
pluralism and difference of 
opinion but also conflicting 
views, stands and ideolo- 
gies have become facts of 
life in today’s world. 
Conformity can no longer 
be imposed, except at a 
foolishly (and tragically) 
heavy price. Democracy, 
through encouraging open- 
ness and freedom of 
expression, is essentially 
either a cure to the nasty 
illness of repression/sup- 
pression/totalitarianism or 
an effective preventive 
measure to potentially 
explosive situations. In 
more than one way. it is 
indeed a blessing to 
humanity. 

But democracy is far 
from perfect. It does, 
understandably but regret- 
tably. have its own limita- 
tions. gaps, failings and 
vices. Not only can it be ill- 
used and abused, it also 
can. rather than facilitate 
business, obstruct it: rather 
than foster and consolidate 
what has been achieved, it 
often severely disrupts it. 
In some cases, it can even 
be a subversive force. 
Ultimately, democracy is a 
glass. Fill it with balm, it 
gives life; fill it with poi- 
son. it kills. 

Two features of today's 
Israeli political life, espe- 
cially in connection with 
the peace process, epito- 
mise die ugly face of 
democracy and compel us 
to raise serous questions 
not only about the future of 
peace with Israel but also 
(equally significantly) 
about the future of democ- 
racy in Israel, and perhaps 
the reliability of democracy 
as a whole. 

The first issue I would 
raise is lack of continuity 
and momentum in a 
democracy. It is good to 
change faces, inject fresh 
blood and bring about 
change. Democracy is a 


participatory system of 
government Give the 
chance, through elections, 
to as many people (i.e. peo- 
ple’s representatives or 
leaders of political parties) 
as possible to partake in 
governance and decision 
making. Let some try to 
show us the skills and pro- 
grammes they have for 
four, six or eight years; but 
let their rivals come to 
power (democratically, that 
is) and show us also what 
they in turn can do. If the 
former fail to do the job 
properly, the latter may be 
able to do iL And if the for- 
mer fail, why keep them in 
power anyway? This 
sounds like a reasonable 
principle, and it often 
works. 

But this is not always the 
case. There are times when 
we badly need continuity, 
when those in power need 
just this extra little, tiny 
(but crucial) bit of time to 
finish what they have suc- 
cessfully started. Often, 
democracy deprives them 
of the chance to do so. Take 
the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace, for instance. Two 
serious interruptions hap- 
pened just when the 
process of implementing 
the agreements had begun 
to take serious momentum 
and gain real force. 

The firsL less significant 
in its impact but indicative 
of the notion of disruption, 
was the American presi- 
dential elections. The said 
elections came at the 
wrong moment, when the 
Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators were deeply . 
engaged in negotiations 
over redeployment from 
Hebron, and disrupted the 
process of negotiations for 
about three months. The 
minute the elections heated 
up, Dennis Ross packed 
and left, for there was little 
or no use in staying in the 
Middle East region when 
the U.S. administration’s 
mind was on something 
totally different from the 
peace process. 


Are the three months that 
significant? Yes. they are. 
Much milk has been 
spilled, much time has been 
wasted, much suspicion 
and complication has 
arisen. I believe that every 
day we waste we lose 
something valuable: mate- 
rially — on the land, eco- 
nomically. psychologically, 
etc. One could argue that, 
despite the return of Ross 
to the area recently and the 
resumption of negotiations, 
the U.S. administration’s 
mind is still on something 
else, and the American role 
is not as effective and 
involved as one would 
wanL 

But suppose the U.S. 
elections had brought a 
Republican regime; had 
that been the case, where 
would we be today? Most 
probably where we were 
during the Reagan era 
when Reagan took over 
from Jimmy Carter to put 
an end to the peace process 
(which was in frill swing 
then) for at least eight 
years. 

The more serious inter- 
ruption to the Palestinian- 
Israeli peace, however, was 
the Israeli elections them- 
selves. which brought the 
Likud and its right wing 
and hardline allies to 
power. Look how much 
rime has been lost due to 
this untimely disruption. 
As we lose time, we lose on 
other counts, of course. 
Take the recent criminal 
attempt, by an Israeli sol- 
dier, to take the lives of 
civilians in Hebron. Is it 
not a direct result of the 
procrastination and bicker- 
ing of the new Israeli 
administration? The shift in 
power in Israel has most 
unfortunately affected 1 the 
peace process: serious 

delays when it comes to 
implementing the agree- 
ments with the 
Palestinians, total suspen- 
sion of talks with Syria and 
Lebanon, freezing of rela- 
tions with most Arab coun- 
tries, etc. 


Some people maintain 
that change of power in 
democratic countries does 
not affect the course of 
matters seriously because 
policies in democratic 
countries are formulated 
and followed up on by 
institutions not individuals. 
Well, this appears to be 
totally false, and this is 
another lesson to be 
learned from the change of 
power in Israel. Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his hardline 
cabinet and allies do not 
seem to have much Tespect 
for the agreements signed 
aod democratically 

approved during the previ- 
ous Israeli governmenL 

We know of course that 
thin gs are deeper and more 
complicated than they 
look. We realise that the 
stalemate and quarrel over 
Hebron may be about more 
than just Hebron. It may be 
that something good will 
come out If an agreement 
is reached now, the agree- 
ments that follow will be 
more durable and easier to 
implemenL Something 
good may still come out of 
this nasty hassle and pro- 
crastination. Who knows? 

But had Peres continued 
to be in power, where 
would we be now? No one 
knows for sure, of course, 
but we would, most proba- 
bly. be in the far more 
advanced stages of imple- 
mentation of the agree- 
ments. What has the demo- 
cratic process of elections 
in Israel brought? At best, 
disruption; at worst, sabo- 
tage of the process. This is 
a problem with democracy; 
just as it is a problem with 
Netanyahu, the Likud, and 
their hard-to-please allies. 
•It is a problem with democ- 
racy because democracy, at 
times, caters selfishly to the 
whims and wishes of the 
voters, rather than to what 
is reasonable, commonsen- 
sical, agreed upon, or the 
right thing to do. 

The second problem with 
democracy, as is also evi- 
dent from die Israeli poli- 


tics today, is that it is not 
always the good majority 
that rules. As a matter of 
fact, it may be a gross mis- 
conception to say. as we 
often do, that “democracy 
is the rule of the majority. 
In almost all democratic 
systems the world over, no 
majority ever goes to the 
polls. Those who end up 
showing up at the polls are 
a minority compared to the 
overall population. The 
‘’majority” of those who 
vote win. But we have to 
distinguish between the 
majority that votes and the 
majority of people in any 
given society. 

The overall majority is 
usually silent, and it does 
not assert itself as often as 
one wants it to. It is the 
minority of people, those 
who are politically-minded 
or politically-active, who 
ends up benefiting from the 
democratic process. They 
are usually the more 
aggressive segment of the 
population and the more 
politically involved. And 
these are a minority whose 
loyalty is essentially to 
their own parties and their 
own agendas, and not. as 
we naively assume, to the 
welfare of everyone and 
the ideals of the nation. 

The question to raise, 
however, is : What if the 
aggressive minority (which 
turns out to be the majority 
that wins) is hardline, 
extreme, selfish, disre- 
spectful of the rights of 
others — as the case is in 
Israel at this point? The 
series of “smart" state- 
ments by Netanyahu (i.e., 
“We are not redeploying 
from Hebron: we are rede- 
ploying in Hebron" l, the 
acts, of violence committed, 
the confiscation of 
Palestinian land, etc., since 
the advent of the Likud to 
power, are indicative of the 
selfishness, unreasonable- 
ness and potentially sub- 
versive nature of the ruling 
“majority” in Israel. How 
can one reach an agreement 
with people of such men- 


tality? More unsettling, 
how can one build peace 
with hardliners and extrem- 
ists? Are we not supposed 
to embark on normal rela- 
tions with Israel, engage in 
business and deal with 
them on a daily basis? How 
can one coexist with those 
* who refuse the principle of 
coexistence and are exclu- 
sivisu chauvinist and vio- 
lent? 

These are serious, trou- 
bling questions to anyone 
who wants the Middle East 
to be an “oasis of peace and 
coexistence." The latest 
democratic elections in 
Israeli have revealed to us a 
very ugly face of the Israeli 
society, one which is hard 
to come to terms with, 
short-term or long-term. 
Suppose the hardliners and 
extremists in Israel contin- 
ue to thrive, live long and 
prosper. What then? What 
if. as His Majesty King 
Hussein keeps warning, the 
enemies of democracy 
destroy democracy in the 
name of democracy? 

When the Algerian elec- 
tions. a few years ago, 
brought the Islamists to 
power, many people in ihe 
“enlightened" world were 
unhappy. How can those 
who are extremist and 
undemocratic in thinking 
and practice come to power 
through a democratic 
process? The question we 
wish to pose here is: Are 
we not justified to raise the 
same question in connec- 
tion with the advent to 
power of the present Israeli 
government, many of 
whose members and allies 
are as hardline, extreme, 
violent and undemocratic 
,..a$ you can get? ...... .V 

" ’It seems, to me that we hr 
. the' Middle East today have 
moVe to worry about than 
peace and coexistence with 
the Likud. The lovers and 
believers in democracy 
have to worry about the 
fate of Israeli democracy 
and (’ultimately) democracy 
the world over. 


Why Islam ’s law bewilders the West 


By Gbazi A. Algosaibi 

THE SHARIA, the Muslim 
code of law. is a complex 
system of jurisprudence 
that does not interest the 
Western man in the street 
(oops, man and woman!). 
Understandably, therefore, 
the Western media does not 
pay it more than a passing, 
disparaging nod. Yet when 
a cause celebre involving 
Muslims explodes, one 
finds a sudden interest in 
the Sharia. 

Debbie Parry and Lucille 
McLauchlan. two British 
nurses in Saudi Arabia, 
were charged with the mur- 
der of an Australian col- 
league. Yvonne Gilford. 
Judging from the reaction 
of the British media, one 
would think the incident 
was one of the most signif- 
icant developments of the 
fading year. Of course, it 
was noL But ail the ele- 
ments of a cause cel&bre 
are here: “Holy men" sit- 
ting in grim judgement: 
helpless women in “rat- 
infested” holes, and the 
grand finale, a public 
beheading. 

One has the sickening 
feeling that some writers 
wanted the episode to end 
in a prophecy-fulfilling- 
itself beheading. With the 
media, it is the stoty that 
counts. The human suffer- 
ing triggered by the story is 
dismissed, in the same way 
that military commanders 
dismiss the loss of innocent 
civilian lives in an air-raid 
as “collateral damage” 

Among the sensational 
reports, bits and pieces of 
the real Sharia inadvertent- 
ly emerged. Readers learnt 
dial it was up to a victim’s 
family to insist on retribu- 
tion or pardon. No one 
stopped to ponder this 
rather strange legal phe- 
nomenon, handing the 


power of life and death to 
the relatives of the victim. 

In fact, murder in the 
Sharia is a personal crime; 
the state is bound to respect 
the wishes of the victim's 
family. Each year in Saudi 
Arabia, many killers are 
pardoned by the families of 
the victims, but this is hard- 
ly noted by the Western 
media, interested only in 
the number of executions. 
All students of Islam know 
that the Koran did not 
introduce the principle of 
retribution, but merely 
reaffirmed what the Old 
Testament said. 

What the Koran did intro- 
duce was the concept of 
pardon. The Koran gives 
relatives of a murder victim 
the absolute right to insist 
on a “life for a life.” Yet the 
Koran heaps praise on 
those who forgive and par- 
don. All this does not sit 
well with the common 
media image of a “brutal - * 
Sharia and so it is consis- 
tently ignored 

Capital punishment is not 
the only aspect of Sharia 
that is not understood 
because it is never intelli- 
gently discussed in the 
Western media. There are 
numerous other examples. 
According to the Sharia, a 
wife, in the marriage con- 
tract, can retain the right to 
divorce and can specify the 
financial settlement when a 
divorce occurs. This is per- 
haps more advanced than 
systems that leave such 
decisions to divorce 
lawyers and divorce courts. 

I have never seen a refer- 
ence to this right of Muslim 
women in the Western 
media. I suspect it is 
ignored because it contra- 
dicts the “bash-ihe- 
womefl" concept of Islam. 

Another example has to 
do with “hand-chopping.” 
Nobodv in the media both- 


ers to point out that this 
punishment is applied only 
in very specific kinds of 
theft and under most strin- 
gent conditions. No one. 
for example, would lose his 
hand for embezzlement, 
forgery, stealing public 
money, or helping himself 
to items not properly pro- 
tected. During times of 
famine, the second Caliph, 
Omar, suspended this pun- 
ishment altogether. Many 
modern Muslim scholars 
argue that unless a Muslim 
state introduces a compre- 
hensive welfare system, it 
has no business applying 
this punishment. 


heard the grunts. The judge 
asked if he saw “actual 
entry.” The witness grum- 
bled that he would have to 
be a part of the woman’s 
vagina to witness such an 
occurrence. Despite the 
grumblings, the accused 
were set free and the man 
was lashed for bearing false 
testimony. As some acute 
observers noted, this strin- 
gent requirement makes 
adultery a crime only if 
practised during an orgy. 

My central point is that 
tensions between Islam and 
the West have little to do 
with theology and very 
much with politics. 


“ What the Koran did introduce was 
the concept of pardon . The Koran 
gives relatives of a murder victim 
the absolute right to insist on a ( life 
for a life.’ Yet the Koran heaps 
praise on those who forgive and 
pardon . All this does not sit well 
with the common media image of a 
* brutal 9 Sharia and so it is consis- 
tently ignored.” 


Adultery is also presented 
in a most misleading way. 
According to the Sharia, 
adultery cannot be estab- 
lished unless four witness- 
es convince the court that 
they saw with their own 
eyes “the whole thing.” 
During the early period of 
Islam, a man appeared in 
front of a judge to testify in 
an adultery case. He told 
the judge that he saw the 
man on top of the woman, 
saw the movements, and 


Western propagandists 
denounce Islam for not 
respecting the Western 
human rights code, circa 
1997; Muslim apologists 
counter by saying 'that 
Islam introduced most of 
these rights 14 centuries 
ago, thus making them 
“divine” rights, which no 
one can take away. 

Western spokesmen criti- 
cise “barbaric” punish- 
ments, while Muslim advo- 
cates point out that no 


Muslim society would 
allow tens of thousands to 
sleep, homeless, in the 
streets’ 

The conflict between 
Islam and the West is polit- 
ical. This requires some 
explanation. During the 
past five centuries, the 
West’s political experience 
led to the common belief 
that no progress could be 
achieved as long as reli- 
gion. embodied in the 
church, dominated public 
affairs. Thus, there was a 
steady movement away 
from religion towards secu- 
larisation. The contempo- 
rary Western thinker is a 
by-product of the political 
evolution. He is pro- 
grammed to think of any 
return to religion as radical, 
reactionary and dangerous. 
Who would want the perse- 
cution of Galileo and 
witch-hunts again? 

No amount of theological 
debate would convince the 
secular Western intellectual 
that religion could be the 
basis of a modern state. 
Since Islam presently is the 
only religion making such a 
sweeping claim. it 
inevitably appears to 
threaten the very founda- 
tions of Western civilisa- 
tion. How long before 
Western fundamentalists 
caught the religion-is-state 
virus? When the Prince of 
Wales, a very exalted 
Establishment figure, sug- 
gested that the West could 
leant a few things from 
Islam, a tremor of fear ran 
down many spines in the 
West. Wbai things? 

In the Muslim's World, 
however, the political expe- 
rience was running in 
exactly the opposite direc- 
tion. When Islam was 
young and vibranL Muslim 
civilisation was leading the 
world. It was only when 
Muslims “forgot” their reli- 


gion that disintegration set 
in. Rightly or wrongly, 
Muslims blame their 
decline on the West which 
not only colonised their 
lands but sought to impose 
its own value system upOD 
them. i 

The past three centuries 

did see the forceful 

advance of Western culture 
and the retreat of Islam 
everywhere. This trend was 
reversed only when a 
Muslim “awakening” start- 
ed. The contemporary 

Muslim scholar is, in turn, 
the product of this particu- 
lar political heritage. 

Western slogans of 

“democracy," •‘freedom” , 
and “human rights" sound 
hollow and hypocritical to 
those who suffered for cen- 
turies under Western domi- 
nation. : 

No amount of preaching ^ 
from Amnesty et al would { 
convince Muslims to 

detach themselves from 
their religion. To them, reli- 
gion is a salvation. 

Religious scholars in 

Riyadh. Tehran, Cairo, 
Islamabad and Jakarta may 
quarrel over many things, 
but they are united in the 
belief that without a refuni 
to yesterday, for Muslims, 
there will be no today or 
tomorrow. 

I honestly think it is about , 
time a thoughtful dialogue 
between Islam and the • 
West started. What has 
been taking place so far is 
not a dialogue, because it 
did not take place among l 
free agents. Whether they 
realise it or not. all 1115 I 
interlocutors are prisoners 4 
Of their political past ^ 

The writer is ^emdi 
Arabia’s ambassador 
London. This article a i 
reprinted from ^ lt : 
Independent 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor attended a fundraising dinner- 
concert last night organised bx the Welfare Association 
at the InterContinental Hotel. The concert featured the 
talent of young pianist Saleem Abboud Askhar. Bom in 
tfazareth in 1976 Saleem participated in the 1994 Peace 
Concert in Oslo. Proceeds from the evening will be used 
to benefit the association s activities held under the slo- 
gan: “For 1 the happiness of our children, *’ Queen Noor 
who is the chair of the National Task For Children, 
praised the association ’s pioneering efforts of establish- 
ing in Palestine centres for pre-school education, 
teacher training programmes, vocational training for 
orphans, computer laboratories, libraries, kindergartens 
and a variety of innovative educational programmes. 
Since its establishment in 1983 bx a group of prominent 
Palestinian businesspersons and intellectuals, the 
Welfare Association, a privately funded non-profit organ- 
isation, empowers indigenous community-based organi- 
sations in Palestine and promotes self-reliance through 
sustainable » development projects. The association has 
sponsored and supported programmes in educational 
and human resource development, health, income-gener- 
ating micro-enterprises, social and institutional develop- 
ments as well as projects in the field of culture and arts. 
It has provided emergency assistance for Palestinians in 
Lebanon in the aftermath of the 1982 Israeli invasion of 
South Lebanon and for the Palestinian Community in 
Kuwait at the time of the Gulf crisis in 1990. It also 'cre- 
ated a special Intifada Fund and has allocated 5200.000 
to help the unemployed workers of Gaza following the 
1993 Israeli closure of the strip. The association, in con- 
junction with the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development, is currently working on a programme for 
the restoration and maintenance of the historic sites of 
the Old City of Jerusalem. Queen Noor was received by 
Chairman, of the Welfare Association Board Senator 
Abdul Majeed Shoman and members of the Board of 
Trustees. 



men in public? Why not consider relocating to Dubai. 
Jt’j. Dubai. A feature datelined from the emirate and 
written by Rana Sabbagh of Reuter, who herself just 
made the move to the Gulf state, but for other reasons, 
tells how Dubai authorities do not fool around with the 
issue they have dubbed “Eve-teasers" — men who sub- 
ject women to “whistles, winks and whispers . " Police 
there have been cracking down-on the offenders by pub- 
lishing their pictures in newspapers. Ms. Sabbagh 
quotes a Dubai police official as saying that “Cases of 
female harassment have dropped to 19 so far this year 
('96) from 69 in 1995 and 94 in 1991 since [Crown 
Prince ] Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
decided to display pictures of these reckless youth in 
newspapers." The police officer added, “Now Eve- 
teasers are thinking twice before they conunit their inde- 
cent acts. ” So, what will it be. a move to the Gulf, or a 
similar “ saltpetre " campaign here? 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday night attends a fund-raising dinner/concert to benefit the Welfare 
Association at the InterContinental Hotel (Petra photo) 


**** 


University of Leiden, Netherlands: “Al-Tamimi (4th C. 
A.HJIOlh C.) A Pioneer Physician-Pharmacist from 
Jerusalem, ” by Sami Khalaf Hamameh. professor of the 
history of medicine and curator emeritus of the 
Smithsonian Institution. Washington, D.C.; “Jerusalem 
and the First Crusade. ” bx Hadia Dajani-Shakeel. pro- 

! comut-mm essays a bibUography of Dr. Asah’s £^^ional^)m^a^lnsrim^^s in Palestine At The 

End of Ottoman Rule, ” by Khaira Kasmieh. professor of 
history. University of Damascus, “The Muslim Waqf 
System in the Late Ottoman Empire." by Michael 
Dumper, professor of history and director of the Middle 
East Politics Department, University of Exeter, U.K.. and 
“Kamil Jamil Asali; The Man and the Scholar. 1925- 
1995 , " by Saleh Kh. Hamameh. who is also editor of the 
publication and is a professor of history at the University 
of Jordan. 


A SPECIAL EULOGY: Some may like to start their 
1997 reading list with a book of essays published in 
Arabic and English and soon to be released in memory 
of Kamil Asali, scholar on the history of Jerusaleni 
Published just over a year after Dr. Asali s death on Oct. 
2$. l$?f lt ,ancT entitled^ ^Jerusdfem^s Heritage; ” th A u '~' 1 - 
essays ptifi a bibliography of Dr. 
works:. A preparatory .committee of mainly representa- 
tives of Jerusalemite institutions in Anunanhad original- 
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ly been formed to present Dr. Asali with a “ Festschrift ” 
on his 70pi birthday to honour his achievements and 
efforts in historical research on Jerusalem and Arab- 
Islamic heritage. With his passing, the committee con- 
tinued its work, and this collection of essays is the cul- 
mination of that effort. The authors are scholars from 
different parts of the world, including mo brothers, both 
Jordanian professors of history, one living and working 
in Washington, D.C.. the other, here in Amman. The 
essays are: “ Where Was Arabic During the Bronze 
Age?" by George E. Mendenhall, professor of archaeol- 
ogy at the University' of Michigan in the United States: 
" the ‘ City of David' in Modem Scholarship, ” by H. J. 
Franken. professor emeritus of archaeology at the 


**** 


HAT f S OFF TO A MATE: One of our friendly 
expatriates has received a distinguished honour from his 
homeland. He is David Burton. Director of the British 


Council in Jordan. The aw ard is one of the highest pre- 
sented annually to individuals. British or otherwise, w ho 
have tnade individual outstanding achievements. Dr. 
Burton, who took up the directorship of the council here 
in 1994, will receive the Order of the British Empire 
( OBE). in recognition of his outstanding achievements at 
the British Council inJordan and. Cairo. There were. /Of? 
directors of British Councils worldwide whose names ■ 
were listed as candidates on' the New Yedjs Honouring ' 
List for the OBE awards. But it was Dr. Burton who 
clinched the honour. The annual ceremony celebrated in 
Britain with ceremonies in early spring actually involves 
three levels of awards: the Medal of the British Empire 
(MBE), the Order of the British Empire (OBE) and the 
highest honour, the Command of the British Empire 
(CBE) which is when the British Throne bestows knight- 
hood on an individual. The honours are presented by 
Queen Elizabeth 11. Dr. Burton, his wife Denise and the 
couple s three children are indeed proud. 

**** 

NOW THATS WHAT WE CALL A MUG 

SHOT: Women, are you fed-up with being harassed by 


RAMADAN SPECIALS 


With Ramadan imminent, 
planned entertainment 


some oiganixations have 


Noor Al Hussein Foundation's National Music 
Conservatory (NMC) has organised a series of musical 
performances through January. All recitals and con- 
certs will be presented ax the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. unless otherwise indicated: 

• Munir Bashir on the oud. Wed. Jan. 15 

•Maria Safa riant s on violin and Constantine Orhelian 

on piano. Sat. Jan 18 

•Maria Safariants, Constantine Orbelian and the 
Orchestra of the NMC, Mohammad Othman conduct- 
ing. 

•Philipe Giusiano in a piano recital. Sat. Jan. 25 
•Lutfi Bou-Shnaq and his ensemble , Tues. Feb. 4 at the j 
Jordan InterContinental Hotel at 9:00 p.m. 

Radio Jordan "s English Programme has ; 
announced the following specials for Ramadan: 
Comedy series Hishain and Nabiij30 pans), focus on 
prominent mosques, interviews ■ with'- prominent ittdi- , 
vidadls'. of Islamic. couturier. pxoverb^aufL sayings* U : 
competition- on Muslim personalities- and Islamic' 
places (three winners will be awarded 'JD 1,500 in 
prizes — JD 750. JD 500 and JD250), and songs. On : 
the weekly Centres of Culture programme. Dr. Nicola ! 
Ziadeh will shed light on the propagation of Islamic 1 
civilisation worldwide. Also, daily readings from the , 
Koran and explanations of verses in English will also j 
be aired. 


“ Ramadan Karim ” 


Jennifer Hamameh 


) 


New hippie movement 
takes root in Britain 


By Sonali Verma 
Reuter 

LONDON — Forty-year- 
old Judy Jones admits she 
is pan qf the hippie move- 
ment of the 1990s. 

“This doesn’t mean I 
wander around with daisies 
in my tummy button or 
long hair,” says Ms. Jones, 
who spends her spare time 
growing herbs at home in 
an affluent West London 
suburb. 

But Ms. Jones, a free- 
lancewriter, belongs to a 
non-conformist fringe 
movement followed by 
thousands of other Britons 
who have bucked the trend 
and chosen to “downshift” 
— quitting well-paid, pres- 
tigious, competitive careers 
in exchange for leisure 
time.- 

Social researcher Ian 
Christie says downshifting 
is a response to the hyper- 
competitive cut-throat 
1990s that have forced 
many out of their jobs and 
alienated many employees. 

“Downshifting is a symp- 
tom of a wider problem of 
insecurity,” says Christie, 
associate director of the 
Henley Centre, a consumer 
consultancy company. 

‘It is being driven by 
burnout, by stress, by the 
fact that by definition, there 
are only a limited number 
of high-reward jobs around. 
A lot of people are going to 
be disappointed and disillu- 


sioned. and they are partic- 
ularly vulnerable to the 
message of downshifting.” 

He says redundancies 
over the past five years 
have forced people to take a 
fresh look at their lives, and 
to reexamine what material 
assets and their families 
mean to them. 

“Many of them may well 
decide they don’t want to 
play the traditional career 
game any more,” Mr. 
Christie said. 

Case history 

Ms. Jones says she had 
worked for 20 years in 
smoke-filled newsrooms, 
rushing madly to meet 
deadlines, before she 
realised she had to get out 
of the rat race and opted for 
a voluntary redundancy 
scheme. 

“1 just felt 1 wanted a 
break. Downshifting is 
about slowing down. It’s 
not retiring — you cany on 
working, but the crucial dif- 
ference is you feel more in 
control of your work,” she 
said. 

Ms. Jones now writes 
freelance and is working on 
a book, due to be released 
in February, called Getting 
A Life: A Downshifters 
Guide To Happier, Simpler 
Living. 

“When you’re in a well- 
paid job, you’re under very 
strong pressure to conform, 
to keep up with the Joneses. 


Part of dwonshifting is real- 
ising that that attitude is 
irrelevant and obsolete. 
Downshifting forces you to 
realise that spending money 
doesn’t necessarily make 
you happier,” she said. 

Ms. Jones says she sees it 
as a protest movement 
against the 1990s credo of 
over-consumption. 

“Simple living as a move- 
ment has a very long pedi- 
gree. People have been 
wanting to slow down and 
get out of the hustle and 
bustle of life since time 
began,” she says. 

“The hippie movement 
was one expression of that 
desire and downshifting is 
the contemporary manifes- 
tation.” 

idea accepted in U.S., 

Britons slow to adapt 

Mr. Christie says some 26 
million Americans have 
already downshifted, but 
Britons have been slower to 
accept the idea, often 
regarding downshifters as 
eccentric. 

‘There is a problem with 
credibility, certainly with 
role models,” he says. “It is 
peculiar to a lot of people to 
see Judy deliberately trad- 
ing in her high-status job 
for more quality time. You 
have to be quite brave and 
self-possessed to do it.” 

Ms. Jones says she laughs 
when people ask her when 
she is getting a “real” job. 


“It helps if you don't much 
care what other people 
think about you. The more 
independent-minded you 
are, the easier downshifting 
is,” she says. 

Mr. Christie said he had 
found a very strong correla- 
tion between people who 
were concerned about the 
environment and “post- 
materialist” people, who 
have discovered that there 
is more to life than the 
acquisition of material 
goods. 

Ms. Jones says women 
traditionally find it easier to 
downshift because they are 
better equipped to juggle 
their careers and families, 
and are more flexible about 
accepting low-paid work. 

“Women are more enthu- 
siastic, men are more hesi- 
tant and doubtful, perhaps 
because they are tradition- 
ally breadwinners and their 
sense of identity is more 
tied up with the trappings 
of a career — the company 
car, the office politics — 
while women much more 
tend to think it's a bit of a 
drag." she said. 

According to Mr. Chris- 
tie. Britain is starting to 
accept downshifting as a 
mainstream trend. 

“We have now got to a 
point where an economy 
can do without so many 
people working, because 
the economy today is dri- 
ven by new technology and 
globalisation, which dis- 


place people. 

“And recession now hits 
the middle class and the 
service sector in a way it 
didn’t before, exerting con- 
tinuous pressure on man- 
power. That is a trend that 
won'r go away,” he says. 

The average tenure of 
jobs held by men dropped 
to 73 months in 1996 from 
99 months in 1975, accord- 
ing to a survey by the 
Henley Centre. 

“So a space has been 
opened up where disillu- 
sionment and expression 
can breed, the social poten- 
tial now exists for that to 
happen,” Mr. Christie said. 

In a 1996 Henley Centre 
poll, 28 per cent of the peo- 
ple surveyed said they 
would prefer more time off 
to more money in the 
future. A quarter said they 
would be willing to take on 
a lower paid job if it meant 
less stress and more free 
time. 

But downshifting carries 
its own unique hazards, Ms. 
Jones says. 

“It is potentially isolat- 
ing,” she says. “Some peo- 
ple do miss the company of 
colleagues. But one builds 
up networks of down- 
shifters. If it takes off as a 
movement, support groups 
will emerge to counter this 
danger.” 



A BIT CLOSER TO HEAVEN: Sendy Allen of the United States, listed by the 
Guinness Book of Records as the world’s tallest woman, arrives at a Taipei hotel to 
meet reporters at the start of three- week tour of Taiwan. Allen, 41, who stands 231.7 
cm (seven feet, 7-1/4 inches) tall and weighs 182 kilogrammes (401 pounds), plans to 
visit with pupils at the world’s biggest elementary school in Taipei and with Taiwan 
school children and hopes to meet President Lee Teng-hui tReuter photo) 
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Feel the power 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

A LOT has been written about the relationship between 
man and the powerful machines that he has created and 
that he uses. Cars more particularly have always provided 
countless subjects of novels and movies. The accent often 
is placed on the psychological aspect of the relationship 
whereby man sees and feels the power given to him by the 
machine as an extension of his own power, and even in 
some extreme cases of his manhood. A glorious illustra- 
tion of this phenomenon can be found in the car chase of 
the unforgettable 1950 film Rebel Without A Cause star- 
ring James Dean. 

Cars of course are not the only example that gives man 
this feeling that he himself has become stronger or faster. 
Suffice it to see how TV commercials about consumer 
power tools like electric drilling machines or powered 
screwdrivers stress the very “macho” aspect of these prod- 
ucts to understand the effect they have on most men. 

Personal computers may not have exactly the same kind 
of sex-appeal as a trendy sport car or a new model of elec- 
tric hacksaw for sophisticated hobbyist. They have how- 
ever succeeded to win the hearts of most PC users in terms 
of attraction, precisely because they give them a feeling of 
undisputed power. Another kind of power maybe, a new 
one certainly but sheer power anyway. Which may explain 
why most PC addicts are men and not women. 

Sirring behind a computer monitor, your hand on the 
keyboard is not much different from having your eyes on 
the road and your hands on the wheel. You just control dif- 
ferent elements. PC takers find it even more stimulating 
and thrilling than driving a car. Especially if they are con- 
nected. via a telephone line, to a service like the E-Mail or 
Internet. They have instant access to information from 
practically anywhere in the world, on any subject they 
fancy. If this isn't power then what is? 

A well configured computer with a fast processor, 
enough memory and disk space can store an amazing array 
and variety of programmes. It will even let you operate 
several of them at one time. Under Windows 95 operating 


chip talk 



system, a letter to your friend, your bank balance, a tele- 
phone number, an address, the flag or the national anthem 
of any country you think of. the topographical map of 
Mourn Everset, a relaxing game, the name of Tom Cruise's 
last film, all are just a click away. You can even keep all 
these different pieces of information “open” at the same 
time somewhere on your screen and move from one to 
another with a simple click of the mouse. You can even 
copy information from one subject to another. I challenge 
any car. even a Lamborghini, to run on more than one 
highway at a time. 

PC aficionados pamper their machine like a driver would 
do it for his car. They keep adding memory, processor and 
other charming silicon chips to their computer in search 
for more power. Increased strength is their Holy Grail and 
they never have enough of it. 

Computer manufacturers have learned their marketing 
lesson well. They keep designing faster “toys** — under- 
stand faster memory chips, microprocessors and hard 
disks — for users who will buy them without even ques- 
tioning their real usefulness. Ail they know is that it will 
bring them more joy. pleasure and excitement simply 
because it will make them feel more powerful and more in 
control. Whatever the machine, the game is always the 
same — power. 


Thursday, January 9, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Iris + Ovide & The Gang 

Out Of This World (Comedy! 

Covington Cross 

Feature — Parenthood 

Starring: Ed Begley & Jayne Atkinson 

News Flash 

Continuation Of Film 

French Progammes 

In terrain merit Varieties 

Le Journal 

Magazine — Atomes Crochus 
News Headlines 
Pacific Station 
The American Chart Show 
Material World 

Kung Fu — The Legend Continues 
News In English 

Feature Film — Broken Promises 
Starring: Cheryl Ladd & Polly Draper 


Friday, January 10, 1997 


I Holy Koran 

i Iris — The Happy Professor & The Muppet 
Show 

I Play about & Flints tones 

1 See How They Grow 

' French Programmes 

' Cry stal Maze 

i News Flash 

French Programme 
Science & Space Encyclopedia 
1 French Programme 

I Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 
i News Headlines 

Down To Earth 

I Documentary — Discover Magazine 

i Virtual Reality — VR.5 

Hunter 

0 News In English 

5 Feature Film — Illusions 

Starring: Karen Valentine & Ben Masters 
0 Family Matters 

Saturday, January 11, 1997 

Holy Koran 

Min AIhudi A1 Mohammadi 

Cartoon 

Chris Cross 

Feature Film — The Case Of The Witch Who 
Wasn’t 

Starring: Madeline Langlois & Stefane 
Gaudry 

Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 
One 

Muppet Show 
French Programme 
Sene — Jack 
Le Journal 
Magazine — Ziva 
News Headlines 

Comedy (Hanging With Mr. Cooper) 
Oriental Rugs (Documentary) 

Prism 

Lois & Clark — The New Adventures of 
Superman 

3 News In English 

5 Journey Into Islam 

) McGyver 

3 Classic Movie — Julius Caesar 

Starring: Marlon Brando & James Mayson 
Ramadan Talks 

Sunday, January 12, 1997 

Holy Koran 

Min Alhadi Al-Mohammadi 
The Famous Five 
Feature Film 

Call For Prayer And Ifrar Link With Channel 
One 

You Bet Your Life 
The Famous Five 


French Programme 
Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
Oriental Rugs 
Science Fiction Babylon 5 
Tycoon (Documentary) 

News In English 

Islam In A Changing World (Documentary) 

Hot Shots 

The River Kings 

Ramadan Talks 


Monday, January 13, 1997 


00 Holy Koran 

05 Min Alhadi AI-Mohammadi 

30 Cartoon 

30 Deepwater Haven 

00 Feature Film — Spirit Rider 

Starring: Herbie Barnes & Tom Jackson 
:50 Call For Prayer And Iftar Link with Channel 

One 

:30 I Love Lucy 

:00 French Programme — Magazine 

Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 
:30 News Headlines 

:35 Rosanne 

:02 Islam In The West (Documentary) 

:30 Babylon 5 (Science Fiction) 

: 10 Lazarus Man 

3:00 News In English 

3:25 Journey Into Islam 

1:00 Under Suspicion 

1 :50 Mini Series — The River Kings 

: 15 Ramadan Talks 

Tuesday, January 14, 1996 

00 Holy Koran 

05 Min Alhadi Al-Mobammadi 

30 Cartoon (Captain Planet) 

00 French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 

30 Dog House 

00 Feature Film 

50 Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 

One 

30 You Bet Your Life 

00 French Programme 

Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 
15 Magazine — Extra Large 

30 News Headlines 

35 Murphy Brown 

02 Oriental Rugs 

30 Encounter 

10 Lost Civilisations (Documentary) 

):00 News In English 

):25 Islam In A Changing World (Documentary) 

:00 Snowy River 

:50 Mini Series — The River Kings 

05 Ramadan Talks 

Wednesday, January 15, 1997 

00 Holy Koran 

05 Min AI Hadi A1 Mohammadi 

30 Cartoon 

30 Science Fiction — Escape From Jupiter 

30 Feature Film 

50 Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 

One 

30 The Muppet Show 

30 French Programme 

Document — Ushuaia 
30 Le Journal 

15 Magazine — Sports Et Musique 

30 News Headlines 

35 Baker’s Field P.D. 

32 Oriental Rugs (Documentary) 

30 Challenges 

10 N.B.A. Basketball 

00 News In English 

25 Journey Into Islam 

50 Cobra 

50 Mini Series — The River Kings 

15 Ramadan Talks . 


The citizen’s charter 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

DO WE have the guts to do what is important? 

People have always had the power to change things 
whenever their lives plummeted to depths far too unbear- 
able for them to take. This they had done through the 
social entities that we have come to know as communities. 

Today, our society is plunging into a chaotic state char- 
acterised by extremes of wealth and squalor. Disconnected 
people feel, and are. powerless. They stay home at night 
and watch their world falling apart on TV where news of 
destruction, wars, murders, rapes and gloom abound. 

Connected people on the other hand go out at night, run 
amuck on the streets of Abdoun drawing guns and knives 
at each other and rarely do they turn in before the break of 
| dawn.' They simply go out and enjoy what Amman has to 
I offer in terms of night life. 

But, because it is through our civic associations and rela- 
tionships that we maintain and transmit our ethical values, 
our apparent loss of ethics and values is clearly explained 
by our lack of community spirit- By the chasm between 
those who are connected and those who are non 

These trends are not inevitable because social fragmen- 
tation does not have to be tbe price of prosperity and 
wealth. What we are in desperate need of are ways of 
building our social capital. 

While it might take generations to repair the current 
damage, wbat we need to do is understand the connection 
between personal greed and the state we are in. Wbat we 
also need to do is set out, in optimistic spirit, those things 
that we would like to see happen in 1997. 

We hope everyone decides to stop leaving rubbish 
behind them on die shores of the Dead Sea after a cere- 
monial Friday picnic. We also hope that they stop camping 
in the middle of the Al Zara Road, in their stylish swim- 
suits. Better still, we hope that the authorities concerned, 
if there are any, fence off the entire Dead Sea shore along 
the Zara Road until appropriate solutions can be found to 
the current parking and order problems on the weekend by 
people visiting the area. 

We hope to be able to celebrate tbe arrival of the new 
year, just like everyone else around the world, with fan- 
fare, fireworks and street parties. We also hope to be able 



someday to gather around one monumental clock at a 
monumental plaza in Amman and anticipate the arrival of 
a new year with fireworks going off overhead 

We also hc”-e to be able to have the freedom to choose a 
Jordanian TV channel to watch. We hope to see many pri- 
vate channels getting licensed because we are in desperate 
need of a TV station that can offer something for. and 
about, our future generations. 

We hope to have the freedom to visit places and exhibi- 
tions without everything being turned into politics just 
because our would-be politicians have nothing better to 
do. We also hope to have a truly independent national 
news agency we can be proud of. 

We hope to be free to write about anything we warn and 
not have our freedom to compile constructive research at 
university level restricted by out-of-touch academics who 
will not sanction creative research but seem too willing to 
sanction mediocrity. 

We hope to see our national papers indulge in a price war 
to attract more readers. Better still, we hope to see more 
papers on the market sold at their true value and not at 
some artificially set price explained away by the present 
fees and taxes levied on paper. 

We also hope, and for the second year running, to see 
rain falling soon or we'd all be going off to Europe just to 
catch glimpses of what Winter shoufd look like. 

Inevitably, we hope for a few other things: That we 
might win the first prize in the Welfare Lottery one day, or 
dial someone comes up with a good idea for celebrating 
the millennium even though some grumpy old men feel 
that would not be necessary. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC fcaoty? 

3. What was Bahrain formerly called? 
La tataraja* fee kalamek. 4. When was the radio first used? 


** Don’t eat your words. 


** It’s all in your favour. 

Inna hatha koilohu lemaslahatik. 

** Are you looking for a better job? 

Hal tab’hath an watheefanten afdal? 

** Let us speak frankly with each other 

Da’na natakaUaxn besaraha raa’an. 

** I highly appreciate your hospitality. 


5. Who first discovered the circulation of the blood? 


AMAZING FACTS 

• In eighteenth century England a tax was levied on the 
graves of dogs. 

• A seventeenth century book seriously advised readers 


Enni shaaker jiddan lekaram djyafatek. ' ? ^ auv.sru ^ 

to plant a lily in their gardens as it was an effective method 


** I'm at your disposal. 


Ana rahnu Lsharatek. 


1 like him simply because he is honesL 


of keeping ghosts way. 

• Football was banned by Edward ID. Richard II and 
Henry IV because whenever the game was played it usu- 


" “* w L'UUl/iT UW U IIWIIWOL. || 1 J « • 

Ohibobu leraojarrad annahu ameen. ^ led t0 n0t,n o- 

• Between 1969 and 1971 more than 20 million people 
* * * * died from famine in northern China. 9.500,000 people had 

also died in the same area one hundred years earlier. 

LAUGH-IT-OFF - During the crusades many crusaders hung chicory on 

their banners in the belief that it would make them invisi- 
• Customer: “Show me a slipper without a heel, ble to their enemies, 
please?” 

Merchant: “Here you are. It’s the latest fashion, sir." 

Customer: “I say 1 want a slipper without a heel.*’ * * * * 

Merchant: ’’But a slipper with a heel is the latest fash- 

i°n.” PUZZLES 

Customer: ’‘You’re cool, indeed. Is it you who will be 
beaten with it?” 










(A) JUMBLED WORDS 

Do you know what to do with "jumbled words”? You 
have to unjumble them! 

So if you are given, for example the letter AHAAMENT, 
you will find that rearranged they make the word ANATH- 
EMA. 

Here is an unjumbler to do on your own. 

SAPASUGAR 


(B) NAME TBE PLACES: 

Look at this map of Britain. Try to unscramble the names 
of the nine towns. 


■ THE BARBER stood gazing at an old customer’s head. 
“Your hair is growing light gradually, isn't it?” 

“Ah! that’s right.” 

“Didn’t you try to get a cure for it? 

"I've been trying to get a divorce,” the customer sighed. 


• Teacher: “Did your father beat you for what vou've 
done?” 

Pup3: “No, sir. He said beating would cause him too 
much pain.” 

Teacher. “I don’t believe it Your father is a sentimen- 
tal person.” 

Pupil: “No. no. He’s got rheumatism in his arms” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1 . When was the first Nobel Prize insti tuted ? 

2JVhQ was the owner of the first zoological garden in 
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Nicole Kidman still proving she’s not just another pretty face 


By Mark Kennedy 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A half-do- 
zen years after Nicole Kid- 
man's Hollywood debut, the 
Australian actress is still 
proving she’s not just anoth- 
er prcrty face. Which is 
tough, when you've got 
such a pretty face. 

Academy Award-winning 
director Jane Campion al- 
most got distracted by it. 

Kidman had been hand- 
picked to star in Campion's 

much -a waited follow-up 

feature. The Portrait Of A 
Lady, a I9th-cenruiy saga 
awash with parasols, bustles 
and tear-stained tea parties. 

Bur Campion, plagued by 
second-thoughts, withdrew 
the offer. 

“She bad already cast me 
in it.” Kidman says mourn- 
fully. “And then she said. 
‘No, 1 don't think you can 
do this." and then she took 
the role away.” 

Maybe it’s the 28-year- 
old’s lush mane of strawber- 
ry curls. Or those flawless. 
Botticelli features. Or may- 
be it’s the prodigious shad- 
ow cast by her mega-celeb- 
rity husband. Tom Cruise. 

Whatever it is, Kidman is 
still battling a credibility- 
gap after more than eight 
films into her American 
career. 

So she protested. Cam- 
pion’s headstrong, complex 
heroine was like the holy 
grail to an actress too often 
relegated as the ingenue. 

"For me this was the role 


that I was so desperately 
warning to play because of 
its depth,” says Kidman. "It 
is so unusual to get a char- 
acter where there is so much 
richness to her, that you ask 
a million questions and all 
of which can be answered in 
many different ways. It was 
an opportunity to play a 
complicated. ’ interesting, 
wonderful woman.” 

Campion relented, of 
course. But only after a two- 
dav. gruelling auditioning 
session. Kidman says she 
harbours no hard feelings. 

”1 felt it deepened our 
. relationship and allowed an 
enormous amount of trust,” 
she says in a smile thar 
would melt polar icecaps. 

“As much as that was a 
really difficult experience to 
20 through as an actor, it 
gave me the confidence to 
enter into the film and not 
have her up on a pedestal.” 

It’s a telling analogy. 
Perhaps Kidman is herself 
wrestling to get down from 
her own pedestal. That 
lightening-quick ascent into 
Hollywood royalty has 
obscured her award-win- 
ning talents as an actress. 

Since her movie debut at 
14, Kidman won critical 
acclaim in Australia. By the 
age of 17, she’d been voted 
Australia's best actress for 
her work in the much-ac- 
claimed TV miniseries Viet- 
nam. she won the award 
again in 1989, along with a 
clutch of theatre awards. 

Her portrayal of Sam 
Neill’s terrorised wife in 


1989*s dead calm attracted 
much attention, both at 
home and abroad. But the 
transition to Hollywood has 
been rocky, consisting 
mostly of implausible, love- 
interest afterthoughts. 

Kidman played a mushy 
neurosurgeon in her big- 
budget debut Days Of 
Thunder, a silky gun moll in 
Billy Bathgate, a prissy 
Gaelic Barbie doll in Far 
And Away and a kickboxing 
psychoanalyst who lusts 
after a psycho-superhero in 
last year’s Batman Forever. 

“They were fun,” Kidman 
says of those earlier roles. 
"Some of them were really 
fun.” 

But the 5-foot- 10-inch 
1 1.78-metre) beauty isn’t in- 
terested in them any longer. 

"It's just that I reached a 
point in my life where I had 
things 1 wanted to explore, 
things I wanted to say. And 
not really a chance to do 
them.” 

By the time Kidman con- 
tacted Campion about her 
$27 million project, the 
actress was in a serious 
funk. 

"I was looking, hoping, 
that I could find something 
that would jolt me. that 
could give me the stimula- 
tion — the intellectual and 
visceral stimulation — that I 
was craving.” she says. “I 
hadn't had that opportunity 
since I’d come to the 
states.” 

Last year the actress gave 
a pitch-perfect, wicked por- 


trayal of Suzanne Stone, a 
cable weather girl obsessed 
with TV stardom in Gus Van 
Sant’s dark movie To Die 
For. 

“I was warned before I 
took the role that it was so 
unlikable, that people we- 
ren’t going to like me,” she. 
chuckles. “But I don’t care 
about likability. That’s not 
why you choose roles.” 

The performance got 
raves and won her a bundle 
of best actress awards, inc- 
luding a Golden Globe. But 
naysayers convinced them- 
selves that a chilly Kidman 
really wasn’t acting. 

Even when she delivers. 
Kidman still can't get any 
respect. 

“That suddenly became 
my personality,” she says, 
her piercing blue eyes 
widening. "It stunned me, 
actually. Some people per- 
ceived it as, ‘well, she 
couldn’t be acting. That has 
to be her.’ I never expected 
that in a million years.’’ 

Which is why Kidman is 
pinning her hopes on the 
success of Portrait, which 
opened Dec. 27. Her rela- 
tion to the film is, well, al- 
most maternal. 

“This film means more to 
me than any other film I've 
made,” she states clearly. 
"And I know it does to Jane, 
too. Some films you make 
which you can walk away 
from. TTiis is one we're very 
protective of. We’re out 
there feeling that we have to 
shield the baby. Protect the 
baby.” 



Nicole Kidman with Dustin Hoffman (left) and Loren Dean (right) in a scene from the movie 
Billy Bathgate (File photo) 

The whole Hollywood ex- 
perience. Kidman says, has 
made her a little more wary 1 
— a tad bit more prone to 


take risks. 

"I’m more attracted to wo- 
men who are complicated, 
women who are unpre- 


dictable.” she says. “With a 
strength but also with a vul- 
nerability. which I find in- 
triguing. I suppose that in- 


terests me now rather than 
playing someone sweet.” 
“Or good." she says with a 
mischievous smile. 


Carthage Film F estival — a bastion of high quality 
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• By Peter Shaw- Smith 

A BALMY October night on Tunis’s main thoroughfare. 
Avenue Bourguiba. and a poster for Les Phantasmes de 
Miss Jones billowing over the entrance to Le Capitole cin- 
ema is about to give way to more modest Carthage Film 
Festival apparel, the biennial film festival, the jewel in the 
crown of North Africa's cinema-mad culture, is here again. 

Superb organisation, luxurious cinemas, a warm welcome 
for guests and a host of great films are the hallmarks of the 
festival, which held its 16th session in Tunis on Oct. 11-20. 
I • Ninety full-length films, .played this year, alongside 36 
" shorts. Nineteen featured in competition. 11 from Arab 
countries and 8 from sub-Saharan .Africa. Tunisians, as 
usual, greeted the festival enthusiastically and irate police- 
■ ' men were chasing the unlucky away from the barriers out- 
side Le Colisee cinema half an hour after the start of Nasser 
56, a celebration of the great leader's victory over imperial- 
ist powers during the Suez crisis, festival highlight for the 
local audience. 

Such is the opulence of the set-up in Tunis, you can see 
films in any one of seven theatres within a few hundred 
yards of each other. Tickets sell for 1.5 dinars (£1) and 
demand was also hot for Mohammad Zran’s Essaida one of 
two Tunisian offerings in competition this year. The second. 
Fetid Boughedir's Un Ete ii la Goulette, which fell foul of 


claims that it was roo pro-Jewish at a sensitive time, won 
less critical acclaim than his earlier work, Halfaouine, 
which won at Carthage in 1990- 

Tunisia is uniquely-positioned to host this festival, and 
has long experience, the first taking place in 1966. It forms 
a crossroads serving the Maghreb, Africa and Europe and is 
awash with cultural and historical influences. A large mid- 
dle class, which officials claim comprises some 60 per cent 
of the population, ensures that a groundswell of support 
exists for a festival showing high-brow films. And at dinner, 
festival staff argue with French and Lebanese directors over 
the merits of Jean Lnc Goddard and -his films: - 

Haunting images 

Birth, marriage and death were images that haunted this 
year's array, coupled with a "determination that life must go 
on.” a kind of coda to more than one film screened. Magdi 
Ahmad Ali’s Life, My Passion gave an unsentimental look 
at the life of three expectant brides in a poor Egyptian sub- 
urb. Ilham Chahine’s role as a long suffering bride unable to 
consummate her marriage because her groom is arrested on 
his wedding night won best actress award, while her two 
companions cast less than subtle aspersions on the behav- 
iour of some men towards their intended. 

A salutary short. An Ordinary Sunday, summed up 


“enlightened” condemnation of burgeoning Islamic funda- 
mentalism in Egypt and Algeria: Sweatshop labourers 
Nagah and Sayed dream of their w eekend film only to have 
their lovers’ reverie interrupted by nosy snoopers who catch 
them canoodling in the cinema. But her father does not 
respond to. indeed ingores, "fundamentalist” chastisements 
at the local police station, where the ensuing fight must be 
resolved. The moral proved popular, and the film won sec- 
ond prize in the shorts category. 

Film festival aw-ards bear the name of Tanit, the 
Carthaginian moon goddess, in a country proud of the rich 
tapestry^ef-its past. Merzak Allouache’s Saktt Cousin! 
proved a very popular choice for the Gold laAl’t' ■winner in 
the full-length features category and wild cheering greeted 
the jury’s choice. Set in Paris, the fJm gives a vivid picture 
of the dilemmas facing Algerians who flee the agony of 
their native country only to face racism and uncertainty in 
France, where deportation is an ever-present possibility. 
This film opened in France in mid-November. The celebra- 
tions were put into perspective when its lead actress said the 
triumph could never translate into European box office suc- 
cess. . 

Reflecting the almost equal preoccupation with sub- 
Saharan African films. Po di Sangui (Tree of Life) came 
second, an expressive story of village life in Bissau. But it 
was clear that the local audience was more absorbed with 


Arab cinema. Rashid Masharawi's Haifa won Bronze Tanit. 
Ebullient Mohammad Bakri was on hand to accept the 
award. A crazed inhabitant of Jericho’s Aqabat Jabr Refugee 
Camp, who wanders its streets daily, and whose call sign is 
a strangled cry of "Yaffa. Haifa, Akka.” he acts as a dra- 
matic conduit for Palestinian concern at the viability of the 
Oslo Accords signed with Israel. The world's media trum- 
peted the 1993 peace deal, but nothing has changed in this 
desolate camp where people feel abandoned. 

Festival Director Abdul Latif Ben Ammar faced con- 
cerned questions from local journalists for the choice of 
U.S. director Arthur Pehn's film, Ins'tde, to open the festival 
on OcL 11, although the film admittedly proved a powerful 
condemnation of the sickness of apartheid. Local 
cognoscenti seemed to harbour misgivings that this meant 
there were "no African films good enough to open with” 
and that the “festival continues to he a smokescreen for the 
almost total absence of African cinema on our screens.” 
With Demi Moore’s latest offering opening at Le Colisee at 
the end of the festival there seemed grounds for such fears. 
But Carthage remains a bastion of high quality, and Tunisia 
a place where, in Ben Aramar’s words, "creativity can flour- 
ish in a climate of tolerance and open-minded enquiry” — 
Middle East International. 
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Warm and elegant in the cool season 


rYLE, ELEGANCE, function, durability — key words 
the design philosophy of British fashion company 
ulberry — are manifested in their women’s collection 
r the coming cold season. 

It is a versatile range that spans city smart, casually chic 
id coolly glamorous. 

Highly representative of the urban style is this lean, 
larcoai-checked dress with jacket, shown here. It typ- 
es an uncluttered minimalist look, that while highly 
miuine in cut, is made from the almost masculine, 
trk-coloured fabrics that are a feature of the tailored 
pthes in this collection. 

Also in the collection are shorter single-breasted jackets 


buttoned high on the neck and worn with pencil skins or 
flat-fronted trousers in houndstooth or Prince of Wales 
check. These are complemented by the men’s range as 
seen in this three-piece Glencheck suit worn with a mili- 
tary-style overcoat. 

The pictures were taken at the Kensington Roof| 
Gardens, where, 30 metres above the busy High Street, 
many mature trees and shrubs flourish and there is a small 
lake complete with flamingoes. Built in 1938, they com- 
prise one and a half acres (approx 0.6 hectare) of themed 
gardens — including the rose-scented Tudor Garden and 
the Mediterranean-style Spanish garden — London Press 
Service. 


Blind Egyptian orchestra 
bewitches world it cannot see 


By Miral Fahmy 
Reuter 

CAIRO — Egyptian con- 
ductor Ahmad Abul Eid 
taps three times with his 
baton, then stands aside 
as his female symphony 
orchestra bewitches the 
packed hall with music 
from Bizet’s opera 
Carmen. 

Faces furrowed in con- 
centration, the 45 musi- 
cians of die Light And 
Hope Orchestra pluck 
violins, clash cymbals 
and beat drums they can- 
not see in a rhythm they 
have learned by rote. 

“This is the only orchestra 
in the world whose mem- 
bers are blind,” says the sil- 
ver-haired Abul Eid. 

"No other country in 
the world considered tak- 
ing on this experiment 
because they said it was 
impossible. How can an 
orchestra play without 
the guidance of a maestro 
and without reading the 
music?” he chuckles. 

Set up in the 1960s as 
part of the Light .And 
Hope Institute For Blind 
Girls, the orchestra has 
brought rapt audiences to 
their feet throughout 
most of the Middle East, 
Europe and parts of Asia 
with passionate rendi- 
tions of the classics. 

They have received 
countless awards and 
played well-known sym- 
phonies at some of the 
world’s most famous 
concert haIJs. 

Mr. Abul Eid, who helped 
expand the troupe from a 
handful of women who had 
music written especially for 


them, stands redundantly 
before his orchestra, arras 
dangling limply. 

"My role ends the 
moment they start to play. 
We practise a lot before 
each performance and they 
know what to do,” he says 
of the orchestra, whose ages 
range from early teens to 
late 30s. 

Blind lead blind in 
music practice 

Twice a week the musi- 
cians practise for three to 
four hours non-stop a reper- 
toire of Western and Arabic 
classics. False starts and 
discordant tunes are sharply 
reprimanded and their 
groans totally disregarded. 

Occasionally, in the throes 
of a particularly intense 
movement. Mr. Abul Eid’s 
hands will fly out of his 
pockets and wave before the 
sightless women. 

"Classical music has so 
many subtleties and 
nuances but these girls man- 
age to leant it. I compare 
them to a computer which 
we fill with information that 
can be retrieved when nec- 
essary,” Mr. Abul Eid says. 

Mr. Abul Eid reads the 
music to the institute's blind 
music teachers who tran- 
scribe it into Braille. After 
that, the painstaking prac- 
tice sessions begin. 

“The strings, percussion 
and wind instrument players 
practise separately and until 
they know it perfectly. After 
that, die whole orchestra 
gets together and practises 
until the whole symphony is 
perfect. Then we are ready,” 
he said. 


Blind given role in 
Egyptian society 

With barely concealed 
pride. Me. Abul Eid points 
to the perfect synchronisa- 
tion of his violinists' bows 
and says that many leading 
Arab orchestras have yet to 
do the same. “We practise 
hard. Our girls want to be 
perfect. My biggest obstacle 
is always the music instru- 
ments and not the players,” 
he says. 

“We have to play well to 
get good applause. That’s 
tite ultimate goal of any 
musician,” said Soad Sobhi, 
who has been playing the 
violin with the orchestra for 
15 years. 

Like most of her col- 
leagues. Sobhi sees what 
critics have hailed as a 
miraculous performance as 
just another day's work. 

"I have never felr that 
being blind was an obsta- 
cle,” said viola player Nadia 
Hamdi. 

“On the contrary, being 
blind makes us special, 
we're the only orchestra in 
the world that is blind and 
that makes us more distin- 
guished than anyone sight- 
ed.” 

MaJak AJ Shirbini, chair- 
woman of the Light And 
Hope Institute, says the pur- 
pose of the organisation is 
to integrate its students into 
a society where the handi- 
capped are given fleeting 
thought and have nothing 
but a peripheral role. 

“The society was set up in 
1954 to give blind girls a 
productive role in society.” 
she said 

"We started out small but 


now have several sections 
which produce socks for the 
army, knitted clothes and 
plastic bottles which major 
companies ask us to fill up 
with vinegar and oil. We 
give the girls wages for 
their work and many other 
students have gone to uni- 
versity and work outside.” 
she added. 

Practice makes 
perfect 

In the music room. Mr. 
Abul Eid scowls fiercely 
and raps his baton angrily 
on the table as the violinists 
start milliseconds after the 
flautists. 

“How many times have 
we gone through this?” he 
snaps at 45 apologetic 
faces. A talking clock 
squeaks "it's six o'clock" 
before it is silenced b> its 
owner, who nonetheless 
receives another furious 
glance from Mr. Abul Eid. 

"We will begin, again," he 
says and the orchestra 
launches into the overture 
of Domenico Cimarosa’s 
opera The Secret Marriage. 
Strolling among the rows of 
oblivious musicians. Mr. 
Abul Eid silently reads the 
score to himself, stroking 
the heads of young players. 

And almost unconscious- 
ly. his hands unfurl our of 
his pockets and start to saw 
the air above his sightless 
players, smiling as they 
complete the movement 
faultlessly. 
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Right- to-die issues moved to centre stage in 1996 
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By David Lawder 
Reuter 

DETROIT — The world- 
» ide debate on assisted sui- 
cide and euthanasia reached 
fever pitch in 1996. with 
Jack Kevorkian. U.S. courts 
and Australia's Northern 
Territory pushing the prac- 
tice closer to a legitimate 
medical service. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
has taken up the issue and is 
expected to rule next year in 
what many legal experts 
view as a landmark personal 
rights decision — whether 
an individual has a constitu- 
tional right to seek help in 
dying. 

The decision whether to 
affirm Appeals Court rul- 
ings striking down state 
laws banning assisted sui- 


cides in New York and 
Washington states may be 
as far-reaching and as con- 
troversial as the 1973 Roe 
versus Wade case legalising 
abortion. 

• l I think 1997 is going to 
be the year to decide it one 
way or the other.” said Pat- 
rick Keenan, a constitution- 
al law professor at the Uni- 
versity of Detroit Mercy. "I 
predict that there will be 
some sort of affirmance” of 
the right to assisted suicide. 

In the United States. thaL 
decision would set in mo- 
tion a huge debate on how 
10 regulate assisted suicide 
and build in safeguards 
against abuses. Michigan 
State Senator John Schwarz, 
a Republican who is the 
only physician serving in 
the legislature, said each 


state would have to pass 
laws governing the practice, 
a move he calls “tragic." 

“If the Supreme Coun af- 
firms assisted suicide, it is 
going to be a growth indus- 
try. You will see physicians 
who specialise in it," he 
said. 

In the Netherlands, where 
euthanasia and assisted sui- 
cide are technically illegal 
but tolerated under certain 
guidelines, demand for the 
service is increasing. A re- 
cent study showed that 
patients* requests for help to 
die have grown 37 per cent 
in the last five years to 
34,500. Requests for imme- 
diate euthanasia rose by 
nine per cent to 9.7001 

Doctors reported 1.466 
cases of euthanasia in 1995. 
but an estimated 1,734 other 


“mercy killings” went unre- 
ported. The study is expect- 
ed to form the basis of new 
Dutch legislation to further 
legitimise the practice. 


Kevorkian’s crusade 


Dr. Kevorkian, the top 
U.S. assisted-suicide acti- 
vist, was relentless in his 
crusade during 1996, and 
his methods drew a storm of 
controversy. 

The 68-year-old retired 
pathologist was twice ac- 
quitted in 1996 on charges 
of violating unwritten Mi- 
chigan common law ban- 
ning assisted suicide. Em- 
boldened by the oot-guilty 
verdicts, he embarked on 
his most active period to 


Survey: Doctors believe religious belief beneficial 


BOSTON (R) — Most fam- 
ily physicians believe that 
religious convictions can 
contribute to the healing 
process, according to a sur- 
vey to be released' Monday. 

The survey of 269 family 
doctors, conducted by Yan- 
kelovich Partners at the Oc- 
tober meeting of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Family 


Physicians, found that 99 
per cent of those asked said 
religion could actually 
make people healthier. 

'Through the ages physi- 
cians have witnessed recov- 
eries they can't attribute 
solely to medical proce- 
dures.” said Dr. Herbert 
Benson, head of the 
Mind/Body Medical Insti- 


tute at Beth Israel Dea- 
coness Medical Centre in 
Boston. 

“Now. many physicians 
are beginning to hold that 
belief can have a profound 
influence on health and 
well-being and they see it as 
an integral part of their tra- 
ditional treatment plan.” 

Some 91 per cent of the 


doctors surveyed reported 
they had had patients who 
sought the aid of a spiritual 
leaders, such as a rabbi, 
priest or minister, to help 
with their medical problem. 

The survey's results are to 
be released as part of a 
three-day conference on 
spirituality and healing at 
Harvard Medical School. 


‘ Resistant bacteria widespread in hospitals 9 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

LONDON — Antibiotic-resistant bacteria are more com- 
mon in hospitals than was feared and can quietly spread 
from patient to patient despite strict hygiene, researchers 
have reported. 

A survey in Chicago's Cook County Hospital found that 
vancomycin-resistant enterococci (VRE) — a type of gut 
bacteria that resists the antibiotic most commonly used 
against it — was widespread both in patients and on equip- 
ment such as beds. 

Marc Bonten and colleagues tested 92 patients for the 
bacteria who were on ventilators (respirators) between 
April and May 1995. and also took cultures all around the 
hospital. 

More than 40 per cent of patients became colonised with 
the bacteria while in hospital. Another 24 per cent came 
into the hospital already carrying the bacteria. 

"VRE colonisation was persistent in 20 of the 21 venti- 
lated patients " they wrote in the Lancet medical journal. 
"Six of these patients harboured more than one strain type 
of YRE." 

Sixteen of the patients became infected by the bacteria, 
although because they were so ill anyway it was hard to iso- 
late their symptoms. None died. 

"Most hud abdominal infections." Dr. Bonten said in a 
telephone interview. "Some had urine cultures, indicating 


they had bladder infections.” 

Dr. Bonten’s group found that patients who had been 
given vancomycin or similar antibiotics before were more 
likely to become infected. This had also been found in pre- 
vious studies. 

Antibiotic-resistant bacteria are dangerous to patients 
who are very ill or those who have their immune systems 
damped down — for instance, organ transplant or 
leukaemia patients. Usually they can be dealt with by 
switching to a new antibiotic, but VRE is proving harder to 
kill and doctors are testing new drugs. 

Most people cany bacteria with no symptoms at all. 

Dr. Bonten's team found careful precautions were not 
enough to stop the bacteria from spreading. Despite careful 
use of gloves and disinfectant, bacteria were found in the 
rooms of 13 patients. 

"VRE have also been shown to persist on gloved and 
ungloved hands for at least 60 minutes.” Dr. Bonten. now at 
University Hospital Maastricht in the Netherlands, wrote. 

They recommended that all patients admitted to intensive 
care units be screened for the bacteria, and said the spread 
had beer, stopped in some cases with “aggressive” mea- 
sures that included isolating contaminated patients. 
Antibiotic-resistant bacteria and fungi are a big threat in 
hospitals. Many forms have evolved that resist several dif- 
ferent types of antibiotic and doctors fear a form will even- 
tually arise than cannot be killed by anything. 
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SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 


Banon ouuljq 
□ oaaa □□□□ 
ooutio Bnani of i 
□nqa Dnana 
nrnn anaou 

ni~t n\ ir ilill l 

□Sanaa unaa 
notion tig- 
uoooa eg 

rtonn u“ 




Lot Wnk'i Crrpt*|r»i 

1. Smart little boy applied for position offering opportunity 
at new lemonade stand being built in hi* hometown. 

2. When t was young, girls dressed attractively; today, in 
their torn jeans, they can look Just like vagrants. 

S. Hiking boota marked tha wet beach with geometric 
designs. 

4. The Hubble telescope, orbiting Earth, la sending down 
almost perfect images that are out of this world! 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1.KB0 HJQ 5 EC L CDNATB Raf U BZ PZJQV 
HJYXV MBBU HZ2XO CB IENQM ZJOB PBI 
ZRD LBV ZJCLXD’V ABSV. — By EaH Ireland 


2.FBKAP YBBY BPE OBZRA FLU88IL. CG OS 
YUCTY. KATHY RX. YDUSIXtrY. MUDD OE 
CLXB5 GEL CATOS. HAS US UP BIX BBS! 

— By Doans H.McOo*y 

S.DAHDA GRBPIINIYZ PREFIX ON BFBDACTBZ 
AC TIZKYHRDZ XOTaCT WOYYAEBCT. PINK 
KWID BYRD TRACT SR RGI — By RC. Doyle 

4. BSD KEEDPG IFP1XM CTX CE MUUA KILOS 
SIT HTEB BIG A9ILUM PTCK ASYLUM. 

_By Ed HuddleiOQ 


date, attending 19 suicides. 
He has admitted helping at 
least 45 people to die since 
1990. 

He sought to lend an air of 
medical professionalism to 
his practice by leaving the 
bodies at hospital emergen- 
cy rooms, but his screening 
methods drew sharp criti- 
cism when he attended the 
death of chronic fatigue 
syndrome patient Judith 
Cumen in AugusL Curren, 
of Pembroke, Massachu- 
setts, had lodged abuse 
charges against her husband 
and had suffered no life- 
threatening diseases, accor- 
ding to medical examiners. 

New charges against Ke- 
vorkian — including those 
accusing him of illegally 
obtaining drugs and practis- 


ing medicine without a li- 
cence — have slowed his 
activity in recent months. 
He faces trial again in rural 
Ionia, Michigan, in Februa- 
ry. but legal experts say that 
without a specific statute, 
juries will continue to find 
htm not guilty. 

Even Ionia County Prose- 
cutor Raymond Voet. who 
will try the case, said he 
would like more specific 
guidance on assisted sui- 
cide. “It would be nice if the 
legislature would decide 
once and for all whether we 
want it to be illegal or le- 
gal.” he said. 


The Australian 

experience 

Meanwhile, Australia's 


remote outback Northern 
Territory became the first 
place in the world to fully 
legalise assisted suicide 
when its voluntary euthana- 
sia law went into effect in 
July amid much controver- 
sy. 

Bob Dent, a 66-year-old 
former carpenter suffering 
from cancer, became the 
first and only person to take 
advantage of the law so far. 
The one-time Christian mis- 
sionary’ died quietly in his 
home in the state capital. 
Darwin, on SepL 22 in the 
presence of his physician. 

But doctors remain reluc- 
tant to practice euthanasia 
because they fear the law 
will not survive a welter of 
legal and political chal- 
lenges. 


Although opinion polls 
show 75 per cent of Aus- 
tralians back the measure, it 
has been strongly con- 
demned by religious, abori- 
ginal and political leaders, 
including conservative 
Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward. 

The first major challenge 
is a private parliamentary 
motion which would allow 
Australia's national govern- 
ment to use its constitution- 
al powers to quash che legis- 
lation. The move is expect- 
ed to pass Australia's lower 
house, but faces a more un- 
certain future in the Senate, 
where a final vote is not 
expected until March at the 
earliest. 



Integrating brain research 


THE WOLFSON Brain Imaging Centre fVVBIC) of 
Britain's Cambridge University has the unique advan- 
tage of being physically attached to the Neurosciences 
Critical Care Unit of the city's New Addenbrooke’s 
HospitaL 

Many scientists believe that putting Europe's most 
advanced scanning technology into the heart of an 
intensive-care facility will benefit both patients and 
research. 

Set up to help improve the understanding of brain dis- 
eases and the effects of injury, the centre is also expect- 
ed to help in the development of brain monitoring tech- 
niques and equipment, and in studies of the effects of 
drugs that are thought to have nerve-protecting and 
other therapeutic properties. 

Professor John Pickard, of the Cambridge University 
School of Clinical Medicine, says that the centre's close- 
ness to the care unit will help the study of acute brain 
damage in patients who are too ill to be moved any sig- 
nificant distance to a separate scanning facility. 


The Wolfson researchers can also validate and check 
the performance of conventional brain function moni- 
tors used by hospital intensive care units, greatly 
improving the cost-effectiveness of brain monitoring. 
The technology will be of great value to clinical units 
throughout the U.K. and overseas. 

The centre is already collaborating with British med- 
ical instrument manufacturers to improve measure- 
ment precision. Other possible benefits include help in 
the development of systems to screen patients for sus- 
ceptibility to strokes as well as basic research into brain 
function. 

The WBIC (pictured) uses a PET (positron emission 
tomography) scanner in conjunction with a compact 
cyclotron accelerator. There is a great potential for 
researchers to use this powerful imaging facility to detect 
signs of dementia ( including Alzheimer’s disease at an 
early stage) and atherosclerotic plaque in brain bipod ves- 
sels as the basis for genetic studies and drug trials — 
London Press Service. 


Hidden germs may cause 
multiple sclerosis — research 


LONDON (R) — Germs 
hiding our in the brain, 
where the body's immune 
system cannot find them, 
could be responsible for the 
nerve disease multiple scle- 
rosis (MS). British re- 
searchers reported. 

Hugh Peiry. a pharmacol- 
ogist at Oxford University, 
said animal tests indicated 
that bacteria or viruses 
could lurk undetected for 


months before helping trig- 
ger an immune system 
response against the ner- 
vous system. 

He told a joint meeting of 
Britain's biochemical soci- 
ety and the British Society 
for Immunology that he and 
colleagues had injected 
killed bacteria into the 
brains of rats. 

The rats’ immune systems 
did not respond. But months 


later they gave the rats 
another dose of killed bacte- 
ria — this one into the skin. 

This time the immune sys- 
tems charged up and white 
blood cells entered the brain 
to go after the hidden bacte- 
ria there. 

In attacking the bacteria 
they damaged blood vessels 
and the myelin sheath that 
insulates the nerves — which 
is just what happens in MS. 


"These and other ongoing 
experiments have demon- 
strated that the immune sys- 
tem can be drawn to the 
brain by bacteria or viruses, 
and that the immune 
response against these for- 
eign micro-organisms can 
lead to "bystander" tissue 
damage in the brain with 
similarities to the tissue 
damage seen id MS,” Dr. 
Perry said. 


Thoughts for this week 

An optimist sees opportunity in every calamity. A pes- 
simist sees calamity in every opportunity 

* — Anonymous. 

Much misconstruction and bitterness are spared to him 
who thinks naturally upon what he owes to others, rather 
than on what he ought to expect from them 

— Elizabeth De Meuian Guizot, French author 

(1773-1827). 

Those who do not find time for exercise will have to 
find time for illness 

— Anonymous. 

The history of almost every civilisation furnishes 
examples of geographical expansion coinciding with 
deterioration in quality 

— Arnold Joseph Toynbee, English historian 

( 1889-1975). 

Out of love you can speak with straight fury’ 

— Eudora Welty, American author. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OP KNOWLEDGE 

1. 1901. 

2. Noah. 

3. Delmon. 

4. 1922. 

5. Ibn El-Nafees, An Arab scientist. 


PUZZLES 

(A) JUMBLED WORDS 

ASPARAGUS 

(B) THE NAMES OF THE TOWNS ARE: 


Dundee 

Nottingham 

Stoke 


Newcastle 

London 

Manchester 


Leeds 

Exeter 

Glasgow 
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$ Protest against Israeli fair fails to make impact 


{Continued from page 1) 

security forces. 

“Do not provoke the 
security forces," Ahmad 
Obeidat, a former prime 
minister and head of a 
“national committee for 
cancelling the Israeli trade 
'Nf fair," told the crowd. 

: “We have no problems 
; with the security forces," 
j he said, addressing the 
j gathering through a bull- 
horn. “Our problem is with 
the Israelis.” 

“Our aim is the security 
i of Jordan...The insistence 
. of the authorities to allow 
this exhibition to take 
place is damaging Jordan’s 
security by allowing Israel 
to penetrate us.” Mr. 
Obeidat told Reuters. 

Regrouping a few metres 
away from police lines, the 
protesters continued to 
raise anti-Israeli slogans. 

“No to normalisation 
with the Zionists,” said 
one poster. “No to the 
Zionist occupiers,” said 
another. 

Addressing the crowd 
were also more than a 
dozen members of Parlia- 
ment representing the 
Islamist Action Front 
(IAF) and leftist groups as 
well as leaders of political 
parties. 

In largely identical 
speeches, they denounced 
the exhibition as an Israeli 
attempt to make Jordan the 
gateway to Arab markets 
and asserted that the trade 
fair was also detrimental to 
Jordan’s economy because 


of what they said was the 
potential flooding of the 
local market with Israeli 
products. 

Often the speeches were 
drowned out by policemen 
singing and dancing to the 
tunes of nationalist songs 
and slogans praising His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
pledges of allegiance to 
the throne. 

Two local tribal leaders 
joined the policemen in the 
singing and dancing. 

In less than an hour after 
the exhibition was formal- 
ly opened, the crowd had 
thinned out to less than 
400, and by 2 p.m. the area 
was almost deserted 
except for police despite 
pledges .by the protest 
organisers to stage a vigil 
until the exhibition ended. 

Shortly thereafter the 
“national committee for 
cancelling the Israeli trade 
fair” announced that it was 
calling for a “three-day 
national strike at all estab- 
lishments” to reemphasise 
“the rejection of normali- 
sation of relations” with 
Israel. 

It was not immediately 
known how the various 
trade unions and profes- 
sional associations would 
respond to the call. 

Jordan Televison carried 
footage of the protests as 
well as the fair itself; It 
also carried interviews 
with some of the protesters 
as well as participants in 
the fair. 

Agencies add: The 

crowd carried banners 


reading ‘'Jordan is not the 
Zionist bridge to the Arab 
World" and “‘A massacre 
in Hebron and anexhibi- 
tion in Amman,” referring 
to last week’s shooting 
ofPalestinians by an off- 
duty Israeli soldier in the 
West Bank city. 

“We reject dealing with 
the Zionist enemy in view 
of its aggression on Arab 
countries," said Khalil 

Haddadin, a member of 
Parliament representing 
the Jordanian Arab Baath 
Socialist Party. 

The protest — the’ 
largest in Amman since the 
1990-91 Gulf war — 
underlines growing oppo- 
sition to normalising ties 
with Israel while Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks 
remained stalled. 

Efforts to cancel the 
trade fair have been led by 
Islamists who oppose the 
1994 Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty. But lack of 
progress in the Middle 
East peace process also 
drew many members of 
centrist political parties. 

Representatives of 20 of 
the 23 recognised political 
parties were taking part in 
the protest. The demon- 
strators included legisla- 
tors, trade union activists 
and members of women's 
federations and groups - 

At the blue hangar where 
the fair is being held, fair 
officials and representa- 
tives of Israeli companies 
could be seen watching the 
demonstration. About 200 
Israeli companies had been 


expected to take part, but 
only 70 finally sent 
exhibits, apparently 
because of efforts to stop 
the fair. 

Aran Ay y ash, an interior 
decorator from Herzlia on 
Israel's Mediterranean 
coast, said he was fright- 
ened by the anger of the 
protesters. 

“When you find people 
who don’t want you, you 
feel afraid,” he said. 

Ambassador Shamir said 
in inaugurating the fair 
that “it is the right of 
opposition groups to 
protest because Jordan is a 
democratic country.” 

He denied opposition 
claims the fair would be 
the spearhead for Israel’s 
advanced industry to dom- 
inate that of developing 
Jordan. 

‘■This exhibition aims at 
encouraging cooperation 
and economic prosperity,” 
added Mr. Shamir, who 
cut a blue ribbon at the 
fair's entrance as more 
than 200 Israeli partici- 
pants clapped. 

Finis Abdul Rahman, 
one of few Jordanians to 
attend, said the fair 
allowed him to “get 
acquainted with Israeli 
industry and products.” 

Fakhri A1 Nasser, the 
trade fair organiser, said 
Tuesday that 12,000 Jor- 
danian and Arab business- 
men had been invited, but 
only 4,000 expressed inter- 
est in attending. 


Ministers' Iraq visit is delayed 


(Continued from page 1) 

visit,” said the official. 

Details of the negotiations 
were not immediately avail- 
able. but, according to 
diplomatic sources, the 
Iraqi government appeared 
to be insisting on increasing 
the price that governed the 
two countries' 1996 oil 
accord. 

However, the official 
expressed confidence that 
the two sides would enable 
to reach agreement. “The 
two need each other and as 
such it is unlikely that either 
of them would adopt maxi- 
malist positions,” said the 
official, noting the peculiar- 
ities of the oil accord. 

The Iraqi oil supply to 
Jordan is exempt from the 
international sanctions that 
the United Nations imposed 
on Iraq following that coun- 
tty’s invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

Under a special arrange- 
ment worked out between 
the two countries, pan of 
the oil is priced at slightly 
below international market 
rates and the rest is supplied 
free of cost. 

Jordan, which is getting 
50,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) of crude and 20,000 
to 25,000 bpd of fuel oil 
under the arrangement, set- 
tles the oil bill in food and 
medicine exports to Iraq. 

Jordan is seeking a seven 
per cent increase in the 
quantity covered in the 
1996. That means a total of 
4.5 million tonnes of crude 
oil and derivatives. 


During his planned visit 
to Baghdad, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb. the trade minister, 
is expected to renew an 
annual trade protocol cov- 
ering the food and medicine 
exports to Iraq. But officials 
here noted that the trade 
protocol and the oil agree- 
ment were closely linked. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas and finance Minis- 
ter Marwan Awad returned 
home on Friday after four 
days of talks with Iraqi 
counterparts, but without 
renewing the oil agreement. 

According to diplomatic 
sources. Iraq is citing the 
rise 1 in international prices 
of oil to justify its demand 
for a $2 to S3 per barrel 
increase in its supplies to 
Jordan. 

Since mid- 1996, oil prices 
have steadily rose from 
around $ 1 S a barrel to $22- 
$23. the diplomats noted. 

“The Iraqi government is 
noting that all other oil 
exporters in the Gulf are 
having windfalls,” said one 
diplomat, referring to high- 
er than expected oil rev- 
enues for the Gulf states. 

Iran, Iraq's neighbour, 
reported last week that it 
had earned more than $2 
billion in extra oil revenues 
over its budget expectations 
because oaf the rise in oil 
prices. 

“Iraq obviously feels 
that it should also take bet- 
ter advantage of the rise in 
the international price of 
oil.” said the diplomat 
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No reason for devaluation of dinar 


(Continued from page 1) 

economic reform was 
behind Jordan. 

The IMF chief also com- 
mended the focus given by 
the government to the pri- 
vate sector in the country’s 
economic activities while 
strengthening the “social 
safety net” that seeks to 
improve the standard of liv- 
ing of the poor. 

The twinning of the two 
objectives. said Mr. 
Camdessus, was vital to the 
success of economic devel- 
opment 

In general, he added, the 
economic policies followed 
by Jordan have placed the 
Kingdom “among the win- 
ners” in the race for eco- 
nomic development in the 


21st century. 

The IMF chief, who was 
received by His Majesty 
King Hussein and held 
talks with senior officials 
during his two-day stay in 
Jordan, also said he was 
satisfied with the moves to 
privatise stare-owned enti- 
ties in the Kingdom. 

“We were a little disap- 
pointed with the slow pace 
in the privatisation 
process,” he said. But the 
world body is now satisfied 
that Jordan was moving 
quickly in the process, par- 
ticularly with the creation 
of a special committee 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
which has taken charge of 
privatisation, he added. 


International consortium mandated 


(Continued from page 1) 

study of the actual assets 
and other financial aspects 
of the JTC. including cash 
flow and other relevant 
details, before inviting bids 
from international groups 
closely involved in global 
communications as the 
“strategic partner.” 

“We expect the entire 
process to be finalised 
before the end of this year,” 
said Mr. Husry. 

Information _ Minister 
Marwan Muasher 

described the logic behind 
inviting an international 
group to acquire equity in 
the JTC as two-fold: It 
would enable the company 
to have sufficient funds to 


invest for expanding its ser- 
vices and the presence of an 
international group closely 
involved in advanced 
telecommunications tech- 
nology would afford it the 
opportunity of continuous 
modernisation. 

“It is not simply feasible 
for the government to be 
involved in a continued 
process of investing in the 
telecommunications sec- 
tor," Dr. Muasher said last 
week. “As such, the wisest 
course is to have a strategic 
partner who has the financ- 
ing ability as well as the 
technical know how to 
invest and modernise the 
country’s telecommunica- 
tions services.” 


cOGE 


Jordan, Egypt caution Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

reiterated the Holy City 
“belongs to the followers of 
the three monotheistic reli- 
gions and the eastern sector 
is an occupied land as it is 
clear in the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions.” 

Mr. Mubarak and King 
Hussein praised the “fun- 
damental” U.S. role in 
flushing forward the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“We discussed bilateral 
relations and the situation 
in die Arab region and 
agreed that the U.S. role in 
the peace process remains 
fundamental ” Mr. 

Mubarak told the joint 
news conference. 

Egypt and Jordan were 
writing for the results of 
the negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
on the much-delayed Israeli 
troop pullout from Hebron. 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

“We are writing to see 
what our Palestinian broth- 
ers will do and what they 
will get out of the negotia- 
tions ” he added. 


Mr. Mubarak also voiced 
hope that the talks would 
“provide results that are 
satisfactory to both sides 
and a permanent settlement 
to spare the region further 
trouble.” 

King Hussein and Mr. - 
Mubarak held the Aswan 
summit to discuss the 
stalled negotiations 

between Israel and the 
Palestinians. The King was 
accompanied by a delega- 
tion including Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh. 

Before the summit King 
Hussein toured Aswan and 
visited the large dam by the 
same name. 

Following the Aswan 
summit, Jordan and Egypt 
issued a joint communique 
stressing the need for the 
implementation of all the 
resolutions of the Cairo 
summit of June 1996, espe- 
cially with regard to the 
resumption of a just peace 
and the U.N. resolutions 
which call for the exchange 
of land for peace. 


Hopes pinned on U.S. 


(Continued from page 1) 

is a violation and a threat to the 
whole peace process,” said 
Nabil Abu Rdainah, a top advi- 
sor to Mr. Arafat. “This is a real 
1 crisis." 

j Chief Palestinian negotiator 
■ Saeb Erakat said it was up to 
, Mr. Ross and his team of medi- 
ators to convince Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing admin- 
istration to honour the interim 
accords signed by Israel’s pre- 
vious Labour government 
Those accords require the Jew- 
ish state to withdraw from most 
of the West Bank by Septem- 
ber. 

“Ross is exerting his efforts 
between the two sides to bridge 
these gaps,” Mr. Erakat said, 
insisting that talks were contin- 
uing. "The key to reaching an 
j agreement is consistency with 
the interim agreement ... Once 
the Israeli government will 
without hesitation reaffirm its 
commitment to the interim 
agreement, then we will not 
have any obstacle to signing a 
■ Protocol" on Hebron, he said. 

; A senior Israeli official also 
said Mr. Ross held the key to 
concluding the talks, but 
Gained the Palestinian side for 
the deadlock. 

“Everything depends on die 
United States now because the 
agreement on Hebron itself is 
finished and it’s the Palestini- 
an& who are holding up a deal 
by lining it to further peace 
Jp steps,” the official told AFP on 
| condition of anonymity. 

I “We reached an agreement 
I with the United States on the 
I guarantees it would give the 
1 Palestinians on this matter, but 
C the head of the Palestinian 


Authority doesn't seem in a 
rush to conclude," he said. 

Mr. Ross reportedly present- 
ed Mr. Arafat Tuesday with a 
compromise mid- 1998 dead- 
line for the final Israeli troop 
withdrawals on the West Bank. 

But the Palestinian leader 
rejected this, scuppering a 
hoped-for midnight summit 
with Mr. Netanyahu to sign a 
Hebron deal, officials from 
both sides said. Analysts saw 
Mr. Netanyahu's reluctance to 
commit himself to fulfilling the 
West Bank withdrawal as guid- 
ed in pan by fears that right- 
wing elements in his govern- 
ment will oppose the Hebron 
pullout if they think it will be 
followed by the “loss” of more 
territory. 

Mr. Netanyahu also wants to 
keep control of as much land as 
possible to strengthen his hand 
in negotiations on a final settle- 
ment for the territories. These 
talks are due to be completed 
by May 1999 and must tackle 
such issues as Palestinian 
demands for an independent 
state, the fate of Jewish settle- 
ments and the future of 
Jerusalem. 

Despite the negotiating diffi- 
culties, Israeli and Palestinian 
officials signed invitations 
Wednesday for six nations to 
participate in a Hebron observ- 
er force tasked with preventing 
violence between Palestinians 
and Jewish settlers living in 
Hebron after an Israeli with- 
drawal. 

But the dangers of prolonged 
deadlock in the negotiations 
were also highlighted by a new 
bid by Hebron sealers to 
expand their presence in the 
city before an Israeli pullback. 
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Real Palestinian GDP falls sharply 


GAZA (R ; — The Pales- 
tinian Monetary Authori- 
ty (PMAl said Tuesday 
that real Palestinian 
eross domestic product 
(GDP} fell to $1,633 bil- 
lion in 1996 from $2,161 
billion in 1995 due to 
Israeli closures of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

In a statement on 1996 
economic activity, the 
PM A. which acts as a 
central bank but does not 
issue currency, estimated 
that the Palestinian econ- 
omy lost $1.2 billion 
over 1 18 days of full clo- 
sures that prevented 
\vorke r s from reaching 
jobs in Israel and cur- 


tailed trade. 

Israel imposed a blan- 
ket closure on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 
February 1996 following 
the first of four suicide 
bombings by militants 
that killed 59 in Israel. 

The closure, which was 
gradually eased, was 
imposed" again in Sep- 
tember after fresh clash- 
es between Israeli and 
PLO security forces 
claimed the lives of 60 
Palestinians and 15 
Israelis. 

The PMA statement 
said annual per capita 
income in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip was 


$652, slightly higher 
than the officially 
defined poverty line of 
$650. 

The statement put aver- 
age unemployment in 
1996 at 60 per cent in the 
Gaza Strip and 38 per 
cent in the West Bank. 

“These developments 
have aggravated poverty 
in Palestinian society. 
Sixty-five per cent of 
Palestinian families are 
now below the poverty 
line,” the statement said. 

The PMA said the 
Palestinian National 
Authority’s budget 
deficit rose to $195 mil- 
lion in 1996 from $75 


mill ion in 1995. 

Inflation in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
reached 12 per cent in 
1996 compared with 11 
per cent in Israel, the 
statement said 

The statement also said 
that donor countries that 
had pledged $2.4 billion 
after the landmark 1993 
Israeli-PLO self-rule 
deal had so far delivered 
a total of $985 million, 
far below the losses 
incurred by the Palestin- 
ian economy in 1996 due 
to Israeli closures. 


Israeli white paper aims at liberalisation 
measures, wider competition in economy 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
will open intercity bus 
lines to competition and 
license a third cellular 
telephone operator as part 
of a move to widen com- 
petition in the economy, 
according to a treasury 
white paper released 
Tuesday. 

The wide-ranging pro- 
gramme. which also plans 
liberalisation measures in 
energy, agriculture and 
the labour market, will go 
to the cabinet for approval 
this week. 

Treasury officials said 
Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor would meet with 
Histadrul labour federa- 
tion chief Amir Peretz 
Thursday to discuss the 
changes.' some of which 
arc likely to be opposed 
bv unions. 

'Increased competition 
is aimed at lowering 
prices for consumers, the 
paper said. Other mea- 
sures are aimed at making 


the public sector more 
efficient. 

According to the paper, 
a special mterministerial 
committee will be formed 
by Jan. 1 5 to present rec- 
ommendations on public 
transport deregulation. 
By July 31, the^govem- 
ment will publish "tenders 
for companies to compete 
with the Egged and Dan 
bus cooperatives on three 
intercity bus lines. 

A tender for a third cell- 
phone operator to com- 
pete with Pelephone and 
Cellcom will be pub- 
lished no later than July 1 , 
1997. Pelephone is a joint 
venture between the main 
telephone company. 
Bezeq Israel Telecom, 
and Motorola Israel. 

The treasury said it also 
planned to amend the 
Bezeq law to enable peo- 
ple to receive direct satel- 
lite television broadcasts. 

In the eneray sector, the 
treasury said it planned 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Deluxe furnished apartment, consisting of two 
bedrooms, -sitting room, large salon, two bathrooms, 
new kitchen, telephone, independent central 
heating and satellite. Location: Shmeisani 
opposite Western Amman Gas Station. 

Please call Tel: 5529287 


less than $10 a day! 

Get real-time quotes, Forex rotes 
and news headlines with Signal ! 

For more Information call 079-45777 



regulatory changes that 
would lead to the building 
of more petrol stations 
and other measures. 

The paper also calls for 
ending state-owned 
Agrexco’s monopoly on 
agricultural exports. 
Israel’s citrus sector was 
demonopolised five years 
ago. 

The treasury also said it 
wants to step up tenders 
of state-owned land to 
increase the amount of 
land tendered for ftiture 
building to the equivalent 
to 400,000 housing units 
by 1999. Tenders for 
1997 and 1998 will be for 

Bosnian 
reconstruction 
needs $1.4b 
this year 

WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— Foreign donors will 
need to provide $1.4 bil- 
lion this year to sustain 
reconstruction and reset- 
tle hundreds of. thou-, 
sands of refugees in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, the 
World Bank has said. 

"We still have a very, 
very difficult situation 
but we’ve also seen a 
tremendous economic 
rebound in the (Muslim- 
Croat) federation.” bank 
director for Bosnia, 
Christine Wallich, told 
reporters here. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
t THf 

5 Fraudulent 
scheme 
9 Impudent 

14 Rain heavily 

15 Palo — 

16 Hindu queen 

17 Movie dog 

18 Eecentnc one 

19 Sheer 

20 Babe Ruth and 
Hank Aaron 

23 Exam letters 

24 Kin: abbr. 

25 Infant ailment 
28 Ana 

21 Sixth sense 
34 Amphitheaters 
36 Tins 

38 Chinese pagoda 
40 Certain 
marathon 
contenders 

43 Goddess of 
dawn 

44 Lamb's pen 
name 

45 Desires greatly 

46 Bom 

48 Sicilian volcano 

50 As red as — 

51 Singer Torme 
53 — out (abandon 

a project) 

55 Serpents? 

62 Peter of old films 

63 Change the 

decor u 

64 Cavity 

66 Time-honored 
proverb 

67 Prayer word 

68 General Bradley 

69 Apportions 

70 Group 

71 Rose of baseball 
DOWN 

1 Mineral spring 

2 Luxurious 

3 Vehicle 

4 Hiking 

5 Pelvic bones 

6 Hits hard 

7 Like — of bricks 

8 Flying insect 
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by Dorothy B. Martin 


9 Insensitive one 

10 Baby’s toy 

11 Feed the kitty 

1 2 Soothsayer 

13 Towel word 

21 Evade 

22 Bitterly 
humorous 

25 Bistro 

26 Synthetic fabric 

27 Rent 

29 Atlantic or Indian 

30 — Vegas 
32 An Allen 
03 Gay — 

35 Exclusively 
37 Bering or 
Bosporus 
39 Helper abbr. 

41 Illuminated 

42 Move about in a 
nightclub 

47 Come into view 
49 Tolerated 
52 Fencing swords 


I lRlHnH □□□□□ DDD D 1 
jOQIIO DQE3EH3 □QOD 
|OQ|| HBllDEI I3ElB aDHH 

DOBHQ 

— B BBB UWM 

□QLJuaa EHQEnzi uu u 

0000 Q BQDB Q0D 

□□□ EUBDE3D DQ QEJ 
hbh naan uuuLicm 
■MBnaa iliuu u 

Himni 


A L A|M 


□uununnuuiJLiuacjD 
£!□□□ SQQOQ CJEQQ 
HHEtHB BHBa BEIBH 


0 1987 Tfflxmo Services. Inc. 
AnnghtereMfwd. 


54 Muscle problem 58 Crosspatch 

55 Mollusk 59 San — , Italy 

56 Was an . 60. Eternal City 

equestrian 61 Thin board 

57 Part of Q.E.D. 65 Before 


land zoned for 50,000 
units. 

Among other measures, 
a committee will be 
formed to recommend 
whether the legal retire- 
ment age should be raised 
from age 65 for men and 
age 60 for women and the 
port tax adjusted. For 
importers it will be lower 
to l per cent from 1.3 per 
cent while for exporters it 
will be raised to 0.5 per 
cent from 0.2 per cent. 



The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Ratea 


Prices as at 8/0187 19:10 



Energy 


Oils Last Previous 


Brent | 2S.10 | 2545 


Mid-East Currencies 


Currents CM) DEM OBC t f|F JPV 




UL Gas i 211.00 


Metal Prices 

Cold (OX'S) 3554 355.9 

Platinum («•*)* “mJlb" ” 359.6 

CD (3 Months) 2231 2235 

Lead (3 Months) 693 694 

*i20> 


5.24934 

i 

" CY Pound I 2.1106 3.3173 1.2492 | Z8S9 
Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



Period -1- • 3 • -6- -9- - 1 \ 

•ncy Month Months Months Months Year 1 


USD 5.34 5.44 

JPY 0.36 0.37 

FRF 3_27 3.25 

'■chf: . 'jjiia ■; FiMk ■ 

ITL 7JS2 7.19 


5.54 

0.38 
, 3.00 
3.19 

j&m'.:. 

6.88 




Main Equity lndicics 


Value Chn^ % Chng Ili^h PrCIv 

rmviBrTTni 


DOW JONES 6593.73 -6.93 -0.1 6627.98 6572.95 

ViSMwi-ji; -..ml mi i 

London FT-SE 100 4085.6 6.8 0.17 4098.4 

z issfe ■ 

’ K '“*' paril " j ‘ " CAC 40 ”2331X2 ~ ’ * " 29X3 "“t jf ” 2333.18 231 5.58 1 2301 .69 

“afijV 2907 J8 




HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 10, 1997 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) While you want 
to prolong the festivities of 
the weekend today, it is 
wiser that you get back to 
the practical side of life. 
Later this evening will be 
good for you to seek out 
good friends and spend 
some quality time with 
them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Get busy putting 
your house in order after 
prevous night’s hustle and 
bustle, thereby you will not 
experience any difficulties 
from those who live under 
your roof. Be happy and 
active with your loved 
ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You can set up the 
appointments for recre- 
ational activities today for 
the coming week. Study 
the days ahead, also so that 
you can be prepared for 
any unexpected difficulties 
from career activities of 
your loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 


are busy in the morning 
today clearing up the clut- 
ter from the previous day’s 
activities. Later this 
evening you can be out and 
about for fun with your 
close friends and have a 
wonderful time together. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
.21) Handle any important 
correspondence today and 
then ' be concur tied with 
improving conditions’ at 
home thereby make life 
there more comfortable. 
Later this evening will be 
good to meet with knowl- 
edgeable people for sug- 
gestions on business activ- 
ities. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get your 
bouse in better condition 
today and then you can go 
out and make important 
calls on others. Later this 
evening make it a point to 
go with close friends to 
recreational activities 

which you all enjoy. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get your 
appearance improved 


today by going to the bar- 
ber shop or beauty salon 
and then set up appoint- 
ments with good friends 
whom .you have not seek 
for some time. Improve 
home conditions in case of 
unexpected visitors. 
SCORPIO: (Qctober 23 
■ to November 21) You can 
get into the private affairs . 
Today which ~ you - " have ’ 
neglected for sometime 
and thereby become quite 
successful. Be with good 
friends later this evening 
and eajoy bobbies which 
you find relaxing and 
peacefuL 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 23) 
Be sure to get in touch 
with good friends today for 
whatever your purpose and 
get their backing on your 
career activities. Later this 
evening will be a good 
time for you to gain the 
assistance of knowledge- 
able people. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Come to a fine understand- 


ing today with an official 
and seek any suggestions 
for completing of your 
career activities with much 
success. Have fun later this 
evening with your close 
friends and make this time 
enjoyable. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You can 
handle new . conditions 
■wisely ; ’in the morning 
today, so don’t hesitate to 
seek out advice. A new 
contact can astutely 
answer a question which 
you have presented for 
consideration for your 
career activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Use your 
hunches today in handling 
another individual without 
hurting his or her feeling 
and creating a difficult sit- 
uation. After a good busi- 
ness day, look into new 
personal matters which 
you have put aside. 


Birthstone of January: 
Garnet — Rose Quartz. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
THURSDAY 
JANUARY 9, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 2 1 to 
April 19) Get in touch with 
as many persons as you 
can today and improve 
your relationship with 
them by being kind Later 
this evening would be a 
good time to gain the 
advice of knowledgeable 
people who can be quite 
helpful. I 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You can be happy 
at home today with loved 
ones around you. so make 
the best effort of this situa- 
tion. It will be a good time 
for you so make every 
effort you can to take 
advantage of what you are 
given by fellow associates. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) An outsider can 
make this day today a 
wonderful time for you. so 
ask ’ whatever questions 
you feel are relevant to get- 
ting your career activities 
off the ground. Enjoy this 
evening with loved ones 
and you can relax at home. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) This 
can be a day of happiness 
and optimism for your 
loved ones, so make eveiy 
effort to show your appre- 
ciation whenever possible. 
Make sure that later this 
evening you take vour 
mate wherever you go so 
he or she won't feel 
ueglected. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Be thoughtful of your 
neighbours as well as 
loved ones and good 
friends today, so there will 
be appreciative of your 
efforts. Show thar your 
appreciation for your mare 
this evening by taking him 
or her to a romantic loca- 
tion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Do some- 
thing today which will 
i show appredatioruo tbqse 
r who have, been mast.Jgydl 
, ,jp you and thereby gain 
their admiration for the 
days ahead Later this 
evening you can make any 
career activities much 
more successful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You are highly 
affectionate and expressive 
today and you can please 
all those you contact, espe- 
cially the one,s who can be 
beneficial towards your 
career activities. Later this 
evening you can gain the 
support of a bigwig. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Show 
your devotion to your clos- 
est friends today and you 
can cheer them up. A fine 
thought for your mate 
brings romance into your 
life later this evening 
which should be expressed 
at so me se cluded location. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be sure to extend 
good wishes to your 
friends today and spread 
more cheer and goodwill 
than you have previously 
and thereby gain much 
appreciation. Later this 
evening you can consult 
with fellow associates on 
career activities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Show outside allies bow 
much you think of them 
today and please them i 
with a nice token of your 
appreciation. See a lot of 
friends later this evening 
who have been quite bene- 
ficial to your bappm^ 55 
and peace of min d. 

AQUARIUS: (January' 21 
to February 19) kwi® 
allies into your home 
today and bring more hap- 
piness into their lives, so 
that you can get the assis- 
tance you may need in the 
days ahead. Dash out for a 
visit later this evening and 
see as many close 
as possible. 

PISCES: (February’ 20 10 
March 20) You can sbjw 
special thought today far 
the one you love, so 
affectionate as you can art* 
be or she will be 
grateful. Later this A 
you can meet with 3 b! -‘ * 
wig and discus* 
course of action fix’ ^ 
ness activities. 

Birthstone of 
Garnet — Rose Q uar& 
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Business & Finance 



Camdessus commends improvement 
in Jordan ’s productivity, rate of savings 

** PRODUCTIVITY IN the Jordanian economy has 
improved, International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus said at a ceremony held in his 
honour by Finance Minister Marwan Awad and Central Bank 
of Jordan Governor Ziyad Fariz. The IMF chief indicated that 
Jordan in the past needed JD7 to increase production by JD1 
but now, to achieve the same increase in output, the need is 
only for JD5. “This improvement is good but not enough,” Mr. 
Camdessus pointed out 

Mr. Camdessus referred to the rate of savings and said that 
few years ago the rate was ( — ) 1 1 pr cent; meaning that Jor- 
danians spent 11 1 per cent of their incomes. Now, he added, 
the rate of savings is (+) 12 per cent; meaning that Jordanians 
are spending only 88 per cent of their incomes. “This is a good 
thing but needs more improvement,” the IMF head empha- 
sised. 

He classified the Kingdom as being one of the most suc- 
cessful in implementing an adjustment progr amm e and said 
Jordan should be taken as “an excellent example” an “a pio- 
neer model” as its economic performance has exceeded the 
IMF targets. Mr. Camdessus explained that countries which 
enjoy good economies are those that have budget deficits less 
than three per cent of gross domestic product (GDP). “Jordan 
is expected to reach this target by the end of 1997,” he pre- 
dicted. 

As such, Mr. Camdessus said that Jordan is one of three 
countries that are eligible for the highest possible amounts of 
loans or three times Jordan’s share in the fund. The three coun- 
tries mentioned by the IMF chief are ranked as the most quaF 
ified of all 60 members of the IMF to obtain die highest pos- 
sible credit Mr. Camdessus described this status as being an 
IMF “assurance” of Jordan’s ability to repay die loans and an 
indicator to other countries to offer Jordan new soft loans or 
reschedule the existing loans on easy tenns. 


Mr. Camdessus concluded by saying that poverty, unem- 
ployment and high indebtedness remain problems that should 
be confronted and tackled. He stressed that despite the 
improvement in the Kingdom’s economic performance, Jor- 
dan was in need of a social safety net to reach the poor and 
help them rely on themselves. 

In this regard, he also saw the need to rectify the income dis- 
tribution in the country through financial and monetary poli- 
cies without the government interference in the me chanism of 
die market (A1 Dustour). 


Advertisement 

GEC Alsthom strengthens its presence 
in the Middle East 


GEC ALSTHOM 

International, which repre- 
sents the GEC ALSTHOM 
Group on the international 
market, has opened a 
regional office in Amman, 
Jordan, according to an 
a&>buricemeht made by 
Aibrick Bogbossian, 
Director of the Middle 
East regional office. 

Speaking at a reception 
held at Hotel Jordan 
InterContinental Tbesday, 
Mr. Bogbossian said the 
move aims to further 
strengthen the group’s 
presence in the Middle 
East, with this regional 
office covering not only 
Jordan but also Iraq, 
Lebanon, Palestine and 
Syria. 

With a turnover of $12 
billion and 83,000 


employees, GEC 

ALSTHOM is a world 
leader in energy, transport, 
industrial equipment and 
shipbuilding. 

GEC ALSTHOM sup- 
plies all types of power 
stations, high and medium 
voltage equipment for 
power transmission and 
distribution as well as 
transportation equipment 
such as locomotives, high 
speed trains, urban trans- 
port systems, tramways 
and signalling systems. 

The group also supplies 
industrial equipment such 
as pumps and valves for 
pumping stations and irri- 
gation networks, handling 
systems and diesel engines 
for power generation, rail- 
way and naval applica- 
tions. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



'I've got an exciting celebration 
planned! We’re going to party 
at www.new-years-eve.comr’ 


THAT SCHAMBLB) WORD GAME 
a by H*nrt Arnold and Mika ArgHon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


1 SHLYP 



LJ ^ 



«9H IttnlMU SmKH, K 
Mmmmurntt 


TURBS 
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7 \/ \ 


DAMALY 


r s s s 



L0WEB 
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WHAT THEY 
THdXJGHT OF 
THE DEMOLITION. 

Now arrange the circled lettera to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answtrhan: IT X X j A IT T I I I J 

{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: NEWLY HEFTY BLEACH CURFEW 
Answer Add a cBning car and a train becomes - 
A CHEW CHEW 


Recession prevails 
in Jordan’s 
gold market 


By Shehab Makahleh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jewellers con- 
sider their market to be in a 
state of recession due to 
low demand but some of 
them go as far as saying 
that it is the beginning of 
the downfall for the jew- 
ellery industry in Jordan. 

The jewellers attribute 
the recession to people 
who are showing little 
interest in buying jewellery, 
to expatriates who are 
reluctant to purchase gold 
and to the large number of 
businessmen who entered 
the jewellery industry in 
the past few years. 

Samir Qweik, a jeweller 
at downtown Amman, said 
gold prices have remained 
stable for about four years 
and noted that the summer 
months “are usually the 
main season for purchasing 
gold, especially the gold 
that is manufactured local- 
ly" 

Mr. Qweik indicated that 
although locally-manufac- 
tured gold carries lower 
labour cost and a low profit 
margin, the demand for it 
has plummeted by 10 per 
cent 

He complained of the 
large number of jewellery 
shops in Amman, describ- 
ing the market as “unfit” 
due to the tough and stiff 
competition. 

Mr. Qweik explained that 
although a jeweller loses 
200 fils per gramme of 
gold, the loss is compen- 
sated from tiie cost of 
workmanship. 

He described the jew- 
ellery market was very 
weak and flimsy due to the 
low number of expatriates 
who were the main buyers 
of gold in the past as they 
were the main source of 
large flows of foreign cur- 


rencies to the country. 

Jamil Sakkijhah, another 
jeweller, criticised the 
Income Tax Department for 
its collection of 15 per cent 
income tax from jewellery 
shops when “ jewellers do 
not make earn a five per 
cent profit as a result of low 
prices.” 

Riyadh Kalb a. another 
jeweller, told the Jordan 
Times that most of his sales 
are largely due to marriage 
occasions and other social 
activities whereas in the 
past sales were for so many 
countless and numerous 
occasions. 

Mr. Kalha pointed out 
that there are some cases 
where a husband comes 
back to sell the jewellery he 
bought for his bride to set- 
tle financial obligations. 

“The current slack situa- 
tion in the gold market has 
not been in such a condition 
since ten years,” he assert- 
ed. 

“Jewellery business is not 
as profitable as before,” 
Mr. Kalha indicated. “Had I 
invested ray money m a 
bank I would have earned a 
better return without 
effort.” 

Saeed Abu Sarah, a mem- 
ber of the Goldsmiths Asso- 
ciation, regretted that 
nowadays anyone with 
enough capital can enter the 
profession even without 
having any experience and 
sagacity in making and 
selling jewellery. 

Mr. Abu Sarah pointed 
out that more than 200 new 
jewellery shops opened in 
Amm an suburbs over the 
past six years, noting that 
85 per cent of those jew- 
ellers do not have any 
knowledge of the profes- 
sion. This, therefore, 
affected the situation nega- 
tively and created misun- 
derstandings with clients. 


Arab advertisers 
post record growth 


DUBAI (R) — The advertising industry registered record 
growth of about 20 per cent in the Arab World in 1996 
thanks to a media and satellite television boom, a study has 
said. 

“The volume of the advertising revenue for 1996 in Gulf 
Cooperation Council (G CC) states and the Arab World 
media amounted to $902.4 milli on from $750.7 million 
the previous year,” said a study by the Dubai-based Pan 
Arab Research Centre (PARC). 

The study put advertising revenue in the six oil-rich 
GCC states — Saudi Arabia, (he United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman — at $686 mil- 
lion. 

It said advertising revenue in Saudi Arabia, the highest 
among Gulf states, reached $288 million in 1996, seven per 
cent up from a year earlier. Revenue in the UAE ranked 
second with $187.7 million while Bahrain suffered a six 
per cent decline to $18.2 million. 
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Arab businessmen announce creation 
of pan- Arab Business Council 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
first ever conference by 
Arab businessmen 

Wednesday concluded its 
three-day meeting in 
Amman by announcing the 
creation of a pan-Arab 
Business Council to act as 
a non- governmental, inde- 
pendent entity grouping 
business communities in 
the Arab World. 

A statement following 
tbe final session of the 
meetings said that the busi- 
ness council would aim at 
enhancing cooperation and 
coordination among busi- 
ness communities of the 
Arab World's various eco- 
nomic sectors within the 
framework of and with the 
purpose of achieving eco- 
nomic integration among 
Arab countries. 

Signing the documents 


for the establishment of the 
council, which will have its 
head office in Amman , 
were the heads of delega- 
tions from Jordan, Egypt, 
Palestine, Syria, Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Qatar. 

In its statement, the con- 
ference underlined the 
need for the Arab states to 
create an economic bloc 
which must be open to the 
world and able to create 
investment opportunities in 
Arab countries. 

The statement stressed 
that the council will strive 
to encourage inter-Arab 
trade exchanges, create a 
free trade zone for the Arab 
World, expand the Arab 
market and work to revive 
the Arab common market. 

The conference, which 
was attended by 600 dele- 


gates, created a board 
which was entrusted to fol- 
low up the implementation 
of the free trade zone in 
contacts with the Arab 
League and Arab countries. 

The delegates expressed 
readiness to join the all out 
effort for reviving inter- 
Arab economic coopera- 
tion and supporting the 
pan- Arab economic institu- 
tions and urged Arab gov- 
ernments and parliaments 
to speed up the introduc- 
tion of laws and legislation 
to cater to the need of the 
economic development. 

Expressing readiness to 
launch cooperation 

among themselves, the 
Arab businessmen called 
for the creation of a data 
base and information net- 
work to provide informa- 
tion on the trade and 


investment situation and 
the flow of capital as well 
as export and import opera- 
tions in the Arab World. 

Furthermore, the dele- 
gates called for supporting 
tbe Palestinian economy 
and for opening all chan- 
nels for cooperation with 
the Palestinian business- 
men in the occupied Arab 
lands of Palestine and for 
encouraging trade 

exchanges with them and 
investing in Palestinian 
development projects. 

They also demanded that 
U.N. sanctions imposed on 
Iraq, Sudan and Libya be 
lifted and decided to hold 
their second conference in 
Cairo in the first quarter of 
1998. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

NORTHS 

156“ 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JO 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 

261.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.35 

9 

480 

124250 

260.00 

258.50 

1.50- 

1.230 

.380 

HID. BAST INV.BK. 

74.9 

O.00 

26 

25750 

2887D 

1.14 

1.14 


2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. 3K. 

5.2 

6.U 

15 

3150 

7148 

2.23 

2.28 

.05+ 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.7 

2.91 

8 

26077 

123606 

4.68 

4.75 

.07+ 

1.090 

.980 

J OR. GULP BANK 

5.8 

7.14 

7 

7350 

7203 

.98 

.98 

- 

4.160 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.8 

0.00 

1 

300 . 

1113 

3.77 

3.71 

.06- 

3.210 

1.730 

BEIT. AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

1.1 

8.47 

2 

250 

443 

1.80 

1.77 

.03- 

1.450 

1.000 

PHTT-Annr.. xwtf- BK. 

9 

0.00 

7 

3500 

4493 

1.30 

a . 30 

“ 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 197.04 ZCBC: 

-0.33 

77 

66875 

297182 




1.630 

1.45Q 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.3 

7.36 

11 

3900 

6357 

1.64 

1.0 

.01- 

1.780 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 


0.00 

28 

11150 

13719 

.1.26 

1.23 

.03- 

1.150 

-580 

JORDAN urn,. TRAD- 

31.8 

o.oo 

1 

250 

155 

-■65 



3.720 

3.130 

ARAB IKTI.-INV.BDUC. 

13.8 

5.71 

4 

3300 

11550 

3.50 

3.50 


1.250 

.960 

ZARKA EDTJCATIOK 

g 

0.00 

10 

2750 

2892 

1.04 

1.05 

.01+ 

2.310 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

iiTs 

4.57 

80 

38850 

85653 

2.21 

2.19 

.02- 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

750 

638 

.85 

.65 

“ 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 113.95 *C8G: 

-0.20 

136 

60950 

120963 




1.260 

1.000 

attanqeeb 

g 

0.00 

2 

500 

500 

1.00 

l.i 0 

- 

3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.0 

3.00 

13 

9252 

30903 




3.500 

2.710 . 

JOT. PHOSPHATE MINES 

35.5 

0.00 

7 

34500 

113850 

3.33 

: jo 


10.400 

8.720 

JOT. PETROL. RITTNARY 

9.9 

8.15 

7 . 

600 

5901 




1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

55.5 

0.00 

4 

900 

1126 




3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGS. 

35.0 

0.00 

6 

430 

1116 

2.65 



4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. MANF. 

19.4 

5.65 

16 

2850 

10087 


3.54 

.01- 

2.550 

2-050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

13.5 

6.82 

1 

50 

110 


2.20 

“ 

2.360 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

9.0 

7.36 

2 

750 

1223 

1.64 

1 .63 

.01- 

7.520 

4.250 

DAR ALDAMA DV.INV. 

13.4 

4.07 

2 

1200 

5882 

4.90 

4.91 

.014- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

g 

0.00 

14 

16950 

10689 

a 65 

• 63 


1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7.9 

8.65 

7 

2B00 

3281 

1.20 

1.17 


1.030 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS- 

10.4 

8.57 

18 

15000 

10550 

.72 

.70 

.02- 

1.630 

. V30 

INTERMED . PETRO . CHEH . 

g 

0.00 

10 

1700 

1900 

1.15 

1.11 


1.780 

1.U80 

ARAB PHARK.CHEM. 

26.8 

0.00 

4 

575 

822 

1.45 

1.43 


3.260 

1.440 

UN IV. MODS. INDS. 

5.2 

11.56 

12 

. 5000 

8655 

le76 

1.73 


2.000 

1. 140 

JOR. INDS .RESOURCES 

16.2 

0.00 

7 

10500 

13545 

1.30 

1.29 


1.420 


JOR. -NEW CABLE CO. . 

. 25.5 

0.00 

14 

6500 

6121 

.95 

.94 

.01- 

2.460. 

1.750 

ZL -KAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

7 

12982 

25113 

1.91 

1.91 


1.390 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

30.6 

0.00 

5 

13200 

17160 

1.31 

1.30 

.01- 

1.600 

.930 

UNION CH. ft VEG. 

23.6 

0.00 

5 

3050 

2939 

.99 

.96 

.03- 

INDUSTRIAL HECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 113.42 *C8C: 

-0.38 

164 

139314 

271559 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 153.05 *CHC: 

-0.34 

377 

267139 

689704 
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21.3 

0.00 

1 

50 

27 

.53 

.53 

- 

.800 

.500 


14.1 

0.00 

6 

4700 

2501 

.54 

-53 

.01- 

.890 



69.8 

0.00 

6 

4686 

1069 

.72 

.73 

.01+ 

1.010 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

24 

26250 

12110 

.47 

.47 

“ 

N .950 

-070 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

15.6 

0.00 

2 

1000 

440 



— 

.800 

.510 


E 

0.00 

7 

1850 

1186 

• 63 

*65 

.02+ 

1.730 

1.J00 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

23 

18150 

25S58 

1.37 

1 41 

.04+ 

.690 

.450 


9 

0.00 

12 

27000 

14040 

.53 

52 

.01- 

.900 

- ‘•20 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 

0.00 

5 

2100 

1197 

. 50 



.990 

.'.00 

NATL. KtILT.ZNG. KAKXCO 

E 

0.00 

57 

127800 

68975 

.54 

.53 

.01- 

.760 

. -.30 

NAXZAK DIES & MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

2 

450 

248 

.54 

.55 

.01+ 

.990 

. >20 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

8 

9600 

7200 

.75 

.75 

“ 

1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

5 

2848 

2276 

1.05 

1.05 

- 




E 

0.00 

2 

2000 

500 

. 59 

.60 

.01+ . 

.790 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

26.5 

0.00 

27 

48500 

20901 

.43 

.43 

- 

1.380 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

4 

2045 

1635 

.79 

.80 

.01+ 

.590 

.360 

I. TEXTILE HANUF. 

g 

0.00 

1 

100 

43 

.45 

.43 

.02- 

.850 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

3 

1450 

955 

.63 

.66 

.03+ 

N 1.020 

.800 

ARAB XNT. FOOD PACT. 

71.6 

O.oo 

5 

32350 

32354 

1.00 

1.02 

.02+ 

1.280 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.4 

0.00 

75 

178250 

127045 

.73 

-72 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 




275 

491179 

320259 
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DAJANI 

JL WELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan In 18 & 21 k. gold, 

A trmv unique shop. Outstanding des.gns. 



I 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor; 
220 sq.m." 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Rabia 
area, third'floor, I90sqjn. 

Abcjoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605-810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


IfroRYOURl 
■Advertisement 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profeufaoal Qnalityf in 
I Hoar Service 

Develop yoartcatoar film at 
oar shop and fet> 

• JUMBO pfeete 


• ft 9m eafarge- 


Banfc. Phone: 
Swcfidt td: 823891 


•cl k\ning Slavic 

:es 

imf 

.OFFKTS. 

PLACES 


AlAlNTKN \ 

ML SLU\ 
i SVMI.Mf' 

1CFS 

iii. 

•RU' 

t kLNT: 


wiu.xr 

VII LAS A: 


! : AT'1 U 

CSLNRHHi. 



iM'HU) 



HOT 




F0RRENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


I I I. .699369 
I \\ : 704414 



'Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 






-INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING FOOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

- FTTNHSS room 

-■ TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE': 

lije ttfoa &3fai? paste , 

Qour/net pfZZfl . 
U/eosctt/eutrylitttlppeaeQis 

j\/\M 

Try the Oft, j 

STUFFED PIZZA " 
(CtkagaSyfe) 

PAN PIZZA 

(Thin flf This* Oust) 

ITALIAN SANDWICHES . 
MuMBuf.Kmm. w, 
Mu&wt, 

■ 

UMwInnantHiUM' 



Supontaro 

TeL 688 471 Ext 32 
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Knicks swamp pitiful Mavericks 


NEW YORK t Ri — John 
S larks scored 17 uf his 21 
points in the tlrsi half, xxhen 
the New York Knicks limit- 
ed rhe Dallas Mavericks to 
franchise lows for points 
and field coals, in a 102-72 
victory on Tuesday. 

The Mavericks lied all- 
time team lows with just 
eight baskets and 28 points 
in the first half, enduring 
field-goal droughts of 9:30 
and 6~19. 

"We had a pretty good 
week of preparation with 
the hope that we xx ould play 
better. l<ut you can't shoot 
the ball like that in the first 
half and expect to survive 
against a quality basketball 
team." 

in Atlanta. Henry James' 
desperation three-pointer 
with one second left in over- 
time took the Atlanta 
Hawks to their 12th straight 
home win. 10?- 1 03 over the 
Phoenix Suns. 

With 5.3 seconds to go. 
Atlanta worked the ball in to 
James at the top of the 
three-point arc. He squared 
up and. with Kevin Johnson 
in his face, buried the game- 
winning b:i>kei. 

The Suns had a chance to 
win it. but Wesley Person's 
three- pointer bounced off 
the front of the rim at the 
buzzer. 

In Detroit. Vin Baker had 
2? points and Sherman 
Douglas scored fixe in a 13- 
2 fourth-quarter run as the 
Milwaukee Bucks ended a 
five-game losing streak with 
an 86 -76 victory over the 
Detroit Pistons. 

Ray Allen added ! 9 points 
and Gler.n Robinson IS for 
Milwaukee. Grunt Hill 
scored 24 points for Detroit. 

In Indiana. Dale Davis 
scored a season-high 21 
points as the Indiana Pacers 
welcomed centre Rik Sruits 
back to the lineup by rally- 
ing for a 95-90 \ ieio’ry oxer 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Travis best scored 15 of 
his 19 points in the fourth 
quarter. 

Terrell Brandon scored 2b 
points for Cleveland. 

In Minnesota. Clyde 
Drexler poured in a season- 
high 37 points and Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 12 of his 
22 in the fourth quarter as 
the Houston Rockets rallied 
for a 104-95 victory over 
the Minnesota 

Timhervxnlvcs. 

Stephon Marburv's layup 
with 4:08 remaining puiled 
the Timherxvulxcs within 
87-86. but the Rockets 
reeled otf the next seven 
points for a 94-86 lead xvith 
73 seconds to play. 

At New Jersey. Jayson 
Willi unit relumed from a 
It)- game absence with 19 
points and lb rebounds and 


Orlando Magic guard Anfernee Hardaway (R1 goes high to hold on to a rebound as 
Philadelphia 76ers’ center Scott Williams attempts to make the play during first 
quarter NBA action. The game marked the return of Hardaway from the disabled list 
I Reuters photo) 


Kerry Kittles keyed a deci- 
sive third-quarter run with a 
pair of three-pointers, lead- 
ing the New Jersey Nets to 
an 90-74 victory over the 
undermanned San Antonio 
Spurs. 

Kendall had 16 points and 
Shawn Bradley added 15 for 
the nets. 

in Seattle. Gary Payton 
scored 30 poinis. including 
six during an 18-5 run strad- 
dling the third and fourth 
quarters, as the Seattle 
Supersonic* pulled away for 
a 94-85 victory over” the 
Miami Heat. 

Detlef Schrempf added 19 
points and S;un Perkins hit 
lour three-pointers in the 
fourth quarter to finish xvith 


18 for Seattle. 

In Toronto. Lov Vaught 
scored nine of his 21 points 
in the fourth quarter as the 
Los Angeles Clippers over- 
came a 14-point deficit to 
post their fourth straight 
victory. 87 -SO over the 
Toronto Raptors. 

Vaugh who added 14 
rebounds, hit a jumper early 
in the final period to spark a 
9-0 run that put the Clippers 
ahead to stay. 

In Orlando. Anfemee 
Hardaway and Nick 
Anderson returned to the 
lineup as the Orlando Magic 
used their best starting five 
for the first time this season 
and cruised to an easy 109- 
SS victorv over the 


Philadelphia 76ers. 

Hardaway had 15 points 
and seven rebounds in his 
first game since December 
l&h. Anderson had 12 
points, eight rebounds and 
five assists in his first game 
in a month. 

In Sacramento, Laphonso 
Ellis scored 33 points and 
Mark Jackson had 22 points 
and 1 2 assists as the Denver 
Nuggets stopped a four- 
game losing streak with a 
109-96 victory over the 
Sacramento Kings. 

Dale Ellis added 2 1 points 
for the Nuggets. Mitch 
Richmond scored 19 points 
and Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf 
added 18 off the bench for 
the Nuggets. 


Carl Lewis 
to run in 
Australia 
and NZ 


SYDNEY CR) — Nine- 
times Olympic gold 
medallist Carl Lewis will 
begin what is expected to 
be his last year in athletics 
by racing in New Zealand 
and Australia later this 
month. Australian athlet- 
ics officials said on 
Wednesday. 

Lewis, 35, will run his 
favourite 100 metres in 
Grand Prix events in 
Auckland on January 25 
and in Sydney two days 
later, an athletics Australia 
spokesman said. 

“‘Carl has never raced in 
Australia before and we 
understand he is keen to 
go to those countries 
where he hasn't raced 
before and compete in 
front of crowds who 
haven’t had the chance to 
see him," spokesman 
Damian Booth said. 

He said Lewis had 
decided not to compete in 
the long jump, the event in 
which he won the last of 
his nine Olympic golds at 
last year’s Atlanta Games. 

“‘We understand that he 
will only do the 100 
metres now. that he has 
pretty much given the 
long jump away,” Booth 
said. 

“We’re delighted to have 
him here." 

Lewis’s Atlanta long 
jump gold came at the end 
of a stellar career encom- 
passing four Olympic 
games. 

Lewis came from well 
behind in the Atlanta com- 
petition. summoning all 
his spirit to snatch gold 
with a final leap of 8.50 
metres. 

That effort followed his 
triumphs in the same 
event in Los Angeles in 
19&4, Seoul in 1988 arid 
Barcelona in 1992 and 
made him the only athlete 
apart from American dis- 
cus thrower A1 Oerter to 
win the same athletics 
event at four games. 

Lewis also joined 
Finnish runner Paavo 
Nurmi, Soviet gymnast 
Larisa Latynina and 
American swimmer Mark 
Spitz as record winners of 
nine gold medals. 

His five sprint medals 
came in the 100, 200 and 
4x100 metres relay in Los 
.Angeles, the 100 metres in 
Seoul and the 4x100 relay 
in Barcelona. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Keegan stuns Newcastle 
with shock resignation 


LONDON (R; — Kevin 
Keegan shocked Newcastle 

United and the world of 
soccer on Wednesday by 
quitting as manager of the 
club he revitalised saying he 
no longer wanted to be a 
manager at this stage in his 
life. 

Keegan, 45, who has 
transformed English 

Premier League Newcastle 
in five years from a mori- 
bund sleeping giant into one 
of the most exciting teams 
in the country, had told the 
Newcastle board he wanted 
to quit at the end of the sea- 
son but both parties agreed 
it would be better if he left 
immediately. 

Keegan told Newcastle’s 
clubcall fan’s telephone ser- 
vice: ‘“It was my decision 
and my decision alone. I 
offered my resignation at 
the end of last season but 
was persuaded by the board 
to stay. 

“I feel I have taken the 
club as far as I can and that 
it would be in the best inter- 
ests of all concerned if I 
resigned.” 

Keegan’s assistant Terry 
McDermott and coach 


Arthur Cox have assumed 
temporary control of first 
team affairs. 

Newcastle director 

Douglas Hall said: “Kevin 
took over at the helm of a 
club destined for the second 
division and scaled the 
heights of the Premier 
League xvith a style of foot- 
ball never before seen at St. 
James’ Park. 

“Kevin leaves the club in a 
far stronger position than 
when he arrived and the 
squad of players he has built 
up is one of the strongest in 
Europe. 

"The club wish to place 
on record their sincere 
appreciation of all Kevin 
has done for the club over 
the last five years” 

The former Liverpool and 
England star took over at St. 
James' park in 1992 when 
Newcastle were near the 
bottom of the old second 
division. 

After spending nearly 60 
million pounds ($100 mil- 
lion) on players, Keegan 
took the club to almost the 
peak of the Premier League, 
just losing out to 
Manchester United in last 


year’s championship. 

In the summer he signed 
England striker Alan shear- 
er fora world record 15 mil- 
lion pounds ($25 million). 

A statement from the club 
read: "Newcastle United 

football club today 
announced the resignation 
of manager Kevin Keegan. 
Kevin informed the board 
of his wish to resign at the 
end of the season having 
decided he no longer wishes 
to continue in football man- 
agement at this stage in his 
life. 

"Following lengthy dis- 
cussions at which the board 
tried to persuade Kevin to 
change his mind both par- 
ties agreed that the best 
route forward was for the 
club to reluctantly accept 
his resignation xvith imme- 
diate effect." 

Newcastle are fourth in 
the table and through to the 
quarter-finals of the UEFA 
cup. They are still involved 
in the F.A. Cup but were 
knocked ouL of the league 
cup by Middlesbrough in 
November. 


Charles Barkely (L) and Michael Jordan following last year's All-Star game (file 
photo) 


Padres re-sign Valenzuela 

SAN DIEGO iR) — The Sun Diego Padres re-signed veteran left-hander 
Fernando Valenzuela to a one-year contract Tuesday night, a day before 
l hex xx ould hdxe lost the right 10 negotiate with him until May. The port- 
ly. 36-x ear-old left-hander was a pleasant surprise for the National League 
West champions Iasi season, going 13-S xvith a 3.62 era in 33 games, 
including 31 starts. Valenzuela has compiled a 171-141 record with a 3.50 
era in a 16-year career with Los Angeles, California. Baltimore. 
Philadelphia and S.m Diego. Valenzuela became a free agent December 
20th after rejecting the team’s offer of salary arbitration. But he Tuesday 
night he said he feels good about returning to San Diego. "Returning to the 
Padres was my first preference. 1 am excited about 1997 and will do ray 
best lor the team and the fans of San Diego." he said. 

Embarrassed S. Africa forced to drop Fish 

JOHANNESBURG iRi — Embarrassed South African soccer officials 
have had to drop Italian-based defender Mark Fish from their squad for 
Saturdays World Clip qualifying mutch in Zambia after belatedly discos - 
ering he is suspended for ihe game Fish. 23. flew in front Rome to 
Johannesburg on Tuesday only to be told by officials he xvould not be play- 
ing in the group three match in Lusaka on Saturday after picking up two 
velloxv cards in South Africa’s three previous qualifying matches. World 
Cup rules stipulate an automatic one-match suspension for players who 
receive two cautions in qualifying lies but South African officials were 
unuxvare of the rules until Monday. 


Roma want Redknapp 

ROME (R) — Roma president Franco Sensi was travelling to Liverpool on 
Wednesday to pursue the Italian club's bid for England midfielder Jamie 
Redknapp. the sports daily Gazzetta Delio sport repotted. Gazzetta and 
other Italian newspapers say Roma have made a 4.S million pounds 
Sterling (SS million) offer. Citing transfer marker sources, the papers said 
English Premier League Liverpool were demanding six million pounds 
(S10 - million). *‘We have only a *no comment’,’’ Roma's spokesman said. 
Roma are 1 1th in Serie A. having dropped from sixth after losing their last 
two matches. 

Goalkeeper sacked for punching team mate 

LYON. France (R) — Goalkeeper Pascal Olmeta was sacked for punching 
a team mate at the end of a French First Division match last month, his club 
Lyon said on Wednesday. The hot-tempered veteran twice punched defend- 
er Jean-Luc Sassus. who suffered concussion, after Lyon lost 1-0 at home 
to names in their last league game before the winter recess. 

Women's downhill training postponed 

BAD KLEIN KIRCH HEEM. Austria (R) — A women’s World Cup down- 
hill training run was called off on Wednesday due to warm temperatures at 
the Austrian resort which softened piste conditions, organisers said. 
Instead. two training runs for the back-to-back downhill races on January 
10 and II, have been scheduled for Thursday, weather permitting. 
Organisers were mending the strohsack slope on Wednesday with the arti- 
ficial salt PTX which is used to harden snow. 


Rockets’ Barkley, Olajuwon 
lead West All-Star voting 

NEW YORK (R) — Forward Charles Barkley and centre Hakeem Olajuwon of the 
Houston Rockets are the top vote-getters at their respective positions in the latest Western 
Conference All-Star balloting released on Tuesday. 

Barkley moved past Seattle’s Shawn Kemp to lead all forwards with 304.0S5 fan votes 
for the 46th NBA AU-Star game, to be played at Gund arena in Cleveland on February 9. 
Kemp is second xvith 296,090 votes. 

Olajuwon. an 11-time all-star, continues to lead all centres in the Western Conference 
with 295,043 votes. Shaquille O'Neal of the Los Angeles Lakers is second among centres 
with 242.447 votes. 

Utah Jazz guard John Stockton, the NBA's all-time leader in assists and steals, jumped 
into second place among guards behind Seattle’s Gary Payton, who leads with 21 S.941. 

Stockton, who has played in eight All-Star games but started only twice in 1989 and 
199 j, has 192,144 votes to lead injured Phoenix Suns guard Jason Kidd (140.865) 

Karl Malone of Utah is third among forwards (202.189) followed bv Minnesota's Kevin 
Garnett (98.428) and Tom Gugliotta IS3.445). 

All-Star starters wifi be announced Sunday, January 26. All NBA head coaches will vote 
for the remaining members of the All-Star teams in their respective conferences and their 
selections will be announced January 28 or 29. 



CINEMA 


TEL:634144 V CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA “1” A PHILADELPHIA “2” 


A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone in 

DAYLIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL-634144 X/' CINEMA 


Richard Gere, Sean Connery 
& Julia Ormond.... in 

FIRST KNIGHT 



Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


TEL: 699 238 

PLflZfl 


i 


* The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame 

Shows: 12:00, 1:30. 5:00 

* RANSOM 


I Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 



CINEMA TEL677420 

CONCORD 


T 




CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Stallone & Curt Russel , in 

TANGO & CASH 

CONCORD “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 

.Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 



Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre ^ 

TEL: 625155 




The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

Al Aman Ya Ho” 


tt 


) 



January 9-10, 
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Sports 

Becker 

says 

‘nothing 
left to 
prove’ 

MELBOURNE (R) — Six- 
tnnes Grand Slam champi- 
on Boris Becker says he 
has nothing left to prove as 
prepares to defend the 
Australian Open title that 
relaunched his career. 

The seasoned German, 
who broke a five-year 
Grand Slam drought with 
last year's win over 
Michael Chang, told 
reporters on Wednesday he 
felt no pressure, except 
perhaps a yearning to again 
wear the world No 1 
crown. 

“Coming back to a Grand 
Slam in the year after you 
won it is pure pleasure,’” 
Becker, 29, said after beat- 
ing Ukrainian Andrei 
Medvedev in the Colonial 
Classic, a warm-up event 
for the Open which starts 
at Melbourne Park on 
Monday. 

“It is something I don't 
experience after every 
Grand Slam. So coming 
back here brings back all 
the good moments and 
good memories I had in 
1996 and I thrive on that 
“So I only think positive- 
ly, I don’t feel any pres- 
sure" added Becker, who 
won his first Grand Slam at 
Wimbledon aged 17, then 
repeated the feat the fol- 
lowing year. Some of his 
cfflient opponents were 
then. sail learning how to 
play. 

Becker has been consis- 
tently recorded end-year 
rankings in the world’s top 
10 , since his first 
Wihibledon victory in 
1985, but now concedes he 
is in the autumn of his 
career and gives the 
impression he is playing 
fosSSl. family rather than 

most important 
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Boris Becker 

thing, especially at my 
stage in my tennis career ... 
Is most to enjoy every day 
of your life as a tennis pro- 
fessional,” he said. 

“Because after winning 
Wimbledon at 17 or 18 
there was no thin g really 
left to prove, so it was 
always important to enjoy 
the game." 

Last Saturday, in a maga- 
zine interview published in 
Germany, the world No. 6 
said he hoped to reach the 
top again before retiring 
from the game in about 
three years’ time, when his 
son, Noah, started school. 

"For as long as I play ten- 
nis. being No. 1 will be the 
ultimate dream,’’ Becker 
told Der Spiegel magazine. 

Becker has been troubled 
by injury since winning his 
second Australian Open 
and was forced to pull out 
of last year’s French Open 
and Wimbledon. But he 
finished the year strongly. 


sL*r 




FURNISHED APARTMENT IN ABDOUN 
FOR RENT 

3-bedroom, fully furnished apartment in Abdoun, on the 
Olympia Hotel Street; on 3rd floor of a 6-storey building. 
Comprises open and glassed-in balconies, maid's room, 
utility room, three bathrooms, entrance foyer, living and 
dining rooms, doorman, separate central heating and 
water tanks, telephone, covered parking space, full 
kitchen utilities; total of 215 square metres surface area. 
If interested, please phone 686753 (daytime) 
or 663458 (evenings). 
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APARTMENT TO LET 

Furnished ground floor apartment. Located in Sweifieh with an area 
of 200 sq.m. Consisting of 3 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
family sitting room and terrace, two bathrooms plus toilet for guests, 
central heating, air-conditioning unit in the sitting room, with 
excellent quality furniture, garden with vegetables and fruitful trees, 
private covered garage with capacity of 2 to 3 cars, private main 
entrance in addition to the garage & garden entrance and the building 
entrance, private telephone available, sateflite, TV and video. 

Notes: 

1. Priority for foreign diplomats and foreign companies. 2. The 
apartment is occupied by the owner and will be rented for the first 
time. 3. The owner of the house is leaving Jordan m March, 1997. 

Seriously interested to call telephone 
No. 823957 between 1600 and 2000 hours. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

3 bedrooms, beautifully furnished, 2 living rooms, 
dining room, glassed veranda, complete kitchen, 
telephone, TV, video player, parking - all in very 
good condition. 

Please call owner 674286 





DUTY UNPAID CAR 

Wanted Range Rover Vogue SE 
1988-92 - good condition. 

Call mobile 079/20538 
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Expressions of Interest 
REFERENCE: UNESCO-IRQ02 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) will be contracting for the 
importation into in Iraq of raw materials up to a value of 
$4,000,000 for the building of new schools, rehabilitation of 
existing schools and local manufacture of school furniture 
end related items. Delivery of these materials will be 
phased over a three-month period. 

interested potential bidders should apply, supplying proof 
of relevant contracting experience and full commercial 
references to: 

Director, or UNESCO, 

UNESCO, Amman Chief PSD/PEC 

P-O. Box 227a 7 PLACE DE FONTENOY 

Amman, 75352 PARIS 07 SP 

-Jordan FRANCE 

Fax: 5532183 FAX: 33145685504 

Qualified potential bidders will be provided with a 
Provisional list of required supplies and quantities and will 
required to confirm their participation, bearing in mind 
that. In view of the destination, turnkey contracting 
arrangements will be concluded, including delivery of the 
contracted materials to specific destinations within Iraq. 1 


winning the lucrative 
Grand Slam Cup last 
month. 

He faces a formidable 
line-up for the year’s first 
Grand Slam. Though out- 
of-fonn Andre Agassi has 
withdrawn from the event, 
world No. 1 Pete Sampras 
will be keen to erase the 
memory of his shock third- 
round exit last year. 

'This is a huge event.” 
Sampras told reporters in 
Melbourne on the eve of 
the Colonial Gassic. 

Last year’s Australian 
Open was an emotional 
one for Sampras who cried 
on centre court after learn- 
ing coach and close friend 
Tim Gullickson had fallen 
ill. Gullickson later died of 
a brain tumor. 

Worid No. 2 Michael 
Chang, outplayed by 
Becker here last year, 
hopes to go one better at 
Melbourne Park this month 
and bag an elusive second 
Grand Slam title. 

“Now is not the time for 
me to back down,” said 
Chang, who is also playing 
the Colonial Classic. 


Capriati 
looking 
good on 
comeback 
trail 

SYDNEY (R) — Jennifer 
Capriati, sentimental 
favourite at a tournament 
she won as a teenager, 
reached the quarter-finals 
of the Sydney International 
on Wednesday by beating 
Canadian Rene Simpson 6- 
2 6-3. 

But world number Goran 
Ivanisevic, top seed in the 
men's draw at Sydney, had 
to overcome a scare when 
he lost the second set to 
love against Spain’s Javier 
Sanchez. 

The hard-serving 

Ivanisevic came back to 
win 6-4 0-6 6-4. 

Capriati, who won the 
1992 Olympic title and the 
Sydney tournament in 1993 
al the age of 16, said it was 
premature to compare her- 
self with her teenaged best 
“I don't think I’ve played 
enough (yet) to judge thar 
or to know for myself," 
said the American, now on 
a comeback after missing 
most of the last three sea- 
sons with personal prob- 
lems. 

“I still haven’t played a 
Jot of the top players and 
I've really only played a 
few tournaments.” 

In the men’s draw, 
Britain's Tim Henman, 
beaten finalist in the Qatar 
Open on Sunday, scored 
his second victory since 
arriving here from Doha by 
beating former double 
French Open champion 
Sergi Bruguera 3-6 6-3 6-3. 

Spanish third seed Albert 
Costa disposed of Czech 
Boljdan Ulitirach Republic 
6-2 6 - 2 . 

Australian Patrick Rafter 
outlasted Dutch eighth 
seed Paul Haarhuis in a 
three-set clififhanger 6-7 (5- 
7) 7-5 7-6 (7-2). 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Swerfia, very near to 
Orthodox Cathedral. Amin El Momany St No. 9. Each 
consists of 3 bedrooms and utilities, luxurious furniture, 
garage for 2 cars and a garden for the ground, floor 
apartment. Rent: Annual, monthly, weekly or any period. 
Call: 818092, 642072, 822130 


Expressions of Interest 
REFERENCE: UNESCO-IRQ01 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) intends to create in Iraq, limited 
local assembly capacity of 6,000 high quality, single panel, 
1.2 x 2.4 m. wall fixed chalkboards using imported 
materials. The basic material will be interior quality 10 mm 
chip board, average density 500 kg/m 3 , framed with a 
chalk and dust tray on the bottom edge. Protective 
covering will be provided for the back of boards against 
damp, wear, padding against non-uniform wall etc. A front 
surface will be permanently affixed to provide a long lasting 
durable writing surface. All glues, screws, fixations, tools 
and other accessories or materials needed to construct 
and erect the chalk board must be proposed. 

Interested potential bidders should apply as soon as 
possible with proof of their experience and full commercial 
references to: 


or 


Director, 

UNESCO, Amman 
PUD. Box 227a 
Amman, 

Jordan 
Fax: 55321 83 

Potential bidders will be informed in due course whether 
they have been retained. 


UNESCO, 

Chief PSD/PEC 
7 PLACE DE FONTENOY 
75352 PARIS 07 SP 
FRANCE 
FAX: 331 45685504 


WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American Embassy in Amman is 
looking for a professional translator. 
Successful candidate must have 
excellent knowledge of Both Arabic and 
English and be able to translate into 
fluent, idiomatic English. University 
degree in translation and several years of 
professional translation experience is 
required. Day and evening shift work, 
including weekends and holidays, 
required. Candidates must take extensive 
tests in translation and on world events. 
Only qualified applicants need apply. 
Previous applicants need not re-apply. 
Interested persons may pick up an 
application from the embassy. 

Deadline for receiving applications 
is 19 January 1996. 


Healthy Sampras issues 
warning to rivals at Open 


MELBOURNE (R) — A 
revitalised worid No. 1 
Pete Sampras Wednesday 
promised a stronger chal- 
lenge to regain the 

Australian Open title after 
his shock early exit last 
year. 

Sampras handed his 

rivals a warning in his first 
competitive match of the 
season with a 6-4 7-5 win 
against Germany's 

Michael Stich at the 

Colonial Classic in 

Melbourne, a warm-up 
exhibition event for the 
Open which starts 
Monday. 

But it was his state of 
health as much as his cur- 
rent form ihat gave the 25- 
year-old American reason 
for optimism. 

Sampras, who lost to 
unseeded Australian Mark 
Philippoussis in a stunning 
third round upset in 
Melbourne in 1996, said 
he felt fresher mentally 
this year. 

His preparation contrasts 
sharply to last year when 
Sampras said he went into 
the open suffering the lin- 
gering effects of influenza. 

“Philippoussis out- 
played me, but I didn’t fed 
quite as fresh as I do this 
year. Last year L wasn’t 
quite there,” said the U.S. 
Open champion, who won 
his only Australian Open 
title three years ago. 

“1 was very tired and 1 
came down here sick. But 
this year I’ve had a good 
break. I've got here ready 
and eager to go." 

Meanwhile, defending 
Australian Open champion 
Boris Becker said he was 
still affected by a wrist 
injury that disrupted his 
season last year, including 
one enforced 10-week 
break. 

“The wrist is not 100 per 
cent but \ have had worse 
so I can’t complain.” said 
Becker, the world number 
six. after beating Ukraine’s 
Andrei Medvedev 7-6 (7- 
3)6-1. 

“Even a healthy body 
feels the effects of playing 
on new surfaces with new 



Pete Sampras 

balls, and a beaten up one 
like mine is going to feel it 
even a bit more,” said the 
29-year-old German. 

Compatriot Stich is also 
. worried by a slight injury 
scare ahead of the Open 
after straining a left thigh 
muscle during the match 
against Sampras on the 
opening day of the Classic 
at Kooyong. 

“The leg was not perfect 


and it hurt a bit on court.” 
said Stich, the world num- 
ber 19. “I felt it especially 
when I was trying to push 
off on the leg during my 
service. I don't think it is 
serious but we will find out 
next week,” he said. 

American Michael 
Chang, the defending 

champion at Kooyong and 
world No. 2, beat 

Sweden’s Thomas Enqvist 


7-5 6-4. 

“Regardless of the situa- 
tion — whether is a Grand 
Slam, a regular tournament 
or an exhibition like this 
— I always try to win to 
get an edge on the other 
guy,” Chang said. 

In the final match of the 
day, French Open champi- 
on Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia beat American Jim 
Courier 7-6 (10-8) 6-4. 
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Iraqi killed in attack on 
Iran rebels in Baghdad 



BAGHDAD (AFP) — One 
Iraqi civilian was killed and 
dozens wounded in a mortar 
attack overnight against the 
offices of Iran's aimed oppo- 
sition movement here, an 
opposition spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

Three mortar rounds 
launched from a truck target- 
led the offices of the 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq in the 
Iraqi capital, but hit a health 
laboratory, a hospital and the 
Iraqi writers union bureau, 
MujaheJeen spokesman 
Farid Soleimani said. 

All the casualties were Iraqi 
and some of the injured were 
children, he told AFP. 

“The destruction we saw 
tliis morning is amazing, it’s 
like a war scene.” Mr. 
Soleimani said. 

The Mujahedeen blamed 
Iran for the attack in which 
three “supermortar" launch- 
ers operating on a time-delay 
system fired three 200-kilo- 
gramme mortar rounds con- 
taining 1 25 kilogrammes of 
explosives. 

The first mortar destroyed 
the central health laboratory 
in the heart of Baghdad, while 
the second and third rounds 
destroyed the building 
belonging to the Union of 
Iraqi Writers and Poets and 
hit the Haldari hospital. 

The truck was parked 600 
metres away from the "secu- 
rity zone” around the 
Mujahedeen offices, he said. 

The Mujahedeen bureau, on 
the east bank of the Tigris 
river near the Sheraion hotel 
and the French embassy, was 
not hit and only its windows 
were blown out during the 


Baghdad: Iran behind attack 

IRAQ ON Wednesday accused Iran of launching a 
mortar attack against an Iranian armed opposition 
movement in Baghdad. 

“All signs point to the involvement of the Iranian 
regime in this criminal attack." an Iraqi Interior 
Ministry spokesman said in a statement carried by 
the official Iraqi News Agency. 

He said the Iraqi authorities “bad opened an investi- 
gation to unmask the criminals" who carried out the 
attack. 


10:25 p.m. (1925 GMT) 
attack on Tuesday, he said. 

But a dozen cars belonging 
to Mujahedeen members 
were damaged in the attack 
and five were totally 
destroyed. Mr. Soleimani 
added. 

The group said the truck 
had been sent from Iran with 
a load of bricks concealing 
the weapons and crossed 
through the long border 
between the two countries. 

The sound of the explosions 
was heard throughout 
Baghdad and left a crater five 
metres by three metres, the 
spokesman said. 

He said few people were 
out in the streets at dial late 
hour or the toll could have 
been much higher. 

Shells of the type used in 
Tuesday’s attack and their 
launchers were seized by 
Belgian police on March 14. 
1996 in the port of Antwerp 
during a search of the cargo of 
an Iran ship later intercepted 
in Hamburg. 

Antwerp magistrates said 
then that such shells could kill 
within a radius of 600 metres 
of their impact. 

According to German 


police, the arms cargo seized 
in Antwerp was destined for 
an import-export firm in 
Munich owned by a 42-year- 
old Iranian businessman. He 
was arrested on March 14 but 
freed the next day for lack of 
evidence. 

Mr. Soleimani said the 
attack was "the retaliation of 
Tehran to the role of the 
(Mujahedeen) in the uprising 
in western Iran and specially 
Kerraanshah." 

“In the past three days, the 
Iranian regime has announced 
several arrests after infiltra- 
tion of (Mujahedeen) fighters 
from Iraq to western Iran." 
Mr. Soleimani said. 

He said the Mujahedeen 
“denied the arrests" and 
“affirms that the Kerraanshah 
uprising continues in the west 
of Iran." 

Iranian authorities have 
recently been reporting infil- 
tration by Mujahedeen fight- 
ers into western Iran from 
Iraqi territory. 

On Monday, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported 
that three suspected 
Mujahedeen militants had 
been killed by a mine near the 
Iraqi border. 


Assad to 
rest after 
surgery 

DAMASCUS l AFP) — 
Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad is to take several 
days of bed rest after 
undergoing successful 
prostate surgery', the offi- 
cial Syrian Arab news 
agency SANA said 
Wednesday. 

No flintier details of the 
operation. which was 
announced on Tuesday, 
were provided, but SANA 
said Mr. Assad would 
resume his regular activi- 
ties “in a lew days.” 

The date of the operation 
was not specified by SANA 
or in a two-line official 
announcement published 
on the frontpages of Syrian 
dailies on Wednesday. 

Witnesses said a large 
number of plainclothes 
police officers had been 
deploy ed oil Monday in the 
area around Damascus’s 
central hospital. 

Three ambassadors pre- 
sented their credentials to 
Mr. Assad on Sunday and 
one of them told AFP 
Wednesday, under cover of 
anonymity, that the Syrian 
president seemed “in very 
good health." 

Mr. Assad also received 
telephone calls from sever- 
al Arab leaders Sunday, 
notably King Hussein, who 
found him “in good shape." 
according to a Jordanian 
official. 

Sultan Qabnos of Oman 
ami Yemeni President Alt 
Abdallah Saleh also 
wished Mr. Assad well. 

The state of Mr. Assad's 
health is regularly the sub- 
ject of rumours. 

In late September, 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tan.su Ciller said that the 
Syrian president “was not 
in good health.” but her 
statement was immediately 

denied by Syrian officials. 

In November 1985. Mr. 
Assad had a heart attack 
and was treated by 
Lebanese and French car- 
diologists. but no official 
announcement was made. 

Bom into a peasant fami- 
ly from Kardaha in north- 
ern Syria, Mr. Assad has 
been head of state since 
March 1971. He is the first 
member of the Alawite 
minority to become Syrian 
president, a post tradition- 
ally occupied by a Sunni 
Muslim. 

Mr. Assad's age is offi- 
cially said to be 66 but 
some put if at 68. 


Turkish parliament speaker 
calls tor Palestinian state 


RAM ALLAH (AP) — 
Middle East peace can 
only be achieved by giving 
the Palestinians their 
"legitimate and just aspira- 
tions" - an independent 
state. Turkish parliament 
speaker Mustafa Kalemli 
said Wednesday. 

Kalemli. speaking before 
the Palestinian legislative 
council in the West Bank 
city of Ramallah. said only 
a strong, prosperous 
Palestinian state can bring 
stability to the region. 

“It will not be possible to 
reach lasting peace, order 
and stability unless the 
problem is solved in line 
with the legitimate and just 
aspirations of the 
Palestinian people.” he 
said. 

“We believe that a demo- 
cratic. prosperous and free 
Palestinian state that 
respects human tights will 
constitute a strong assur- 
ance of a stable regional 
and world peace.” 

Mr. Kalemli criticised 
the Israeli government’s 
policies of expanding 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
where the Palestinians 
want to establish a state. 

Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu has 
infuriated the Palestinians 
and drawn international 
condemnation for his sup- 
port of settlement expan- 


sion, which reflects his 
opposition to full 
Palestinian statehood. 

“Turkey expects the par- 
ties to honor their commit- 
ments.” Mr. Kalemli said. 
“We are of the view that 
the establishment of new 
settlements and the confis- 
cation practices .will not 
contribute to peace.” 

Calling on the sides to 
begin negotiations on the 
final status of Palestinian 
self-rule. which will 
include talks on East 
Jerusalem. Mr. Kalemli 
urged that the three 
monotheistic religions find 
a way “to live in tolerance 
and mutual respect.” 

Mr. Kalemli also defend- 
ed Turkey’s recent defence 
deal with Israel, which 
allows the Israeli air force 
to use Turkish air space for 
drills. The deal, reached at 
a rime when most coun- 
tries in the region have 
cooled their relations 
Israel, has been sharply 
criticised by the Arab and 
Islamic world. 

"It is impossible to con- 
sider as good-willed those 
attempts which try to por- 
tray Turkish- Israeli rela- 
tions in any other context 
than its real nature.” Mr. 
Kalemli said. “There has 
not been any change in the 
support that Turkey has 
been providing to the 
Palestinian cause.’’ 


Aswan 

SUMMIT 

His Majesty King 
Hussein with Egyptian 
President Hosni 

Mubarak in Aswan, 
southern Egypt, on 
Wednesday, the King 
and President Mubarak 
held a summit in 
Aswan on the Middle 
East peace process and 
bilateral relations. The 
two leaders warned 
Israel against delaying 
its withdrawal from the 
Palestinian territories 
as agreed with the 
Palestinians (see page 
one) (Petra photo) 


Crown Prince to receive Spanish award and 
address Mediterranean Charter Group in Madrid 


From AymanAl Safadi 
in Madrid 

HIS ROYAL Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan today begins a 
two-day working visit to Madrid 
where he will hold talks with 
Spanish officials, receive the 
1995 Science and Society Prize 
from the Spanish Science and 
Society Institute and deliver the 
keynote address to the 
Mediterranean Charter Group 
convention. 

Prince Hassan. who is accom- 
panied by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath, will meet King 
Juan Carlos over a private dinner 
Thursday before conferring with 
Spanish Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Aznar and Secretary of 
State for European Affairs 
Ramon de Miguel on Friday. 

The Science and Society 
Institute Prize is given to promi- 
nent world personalities in 
recognition of outstanding work 
in the fields of development, 
human rights, peacekeeping and 
inter-cultural dialogue. 

A statement by the institute 
said the prize was awarded to 
Prince Hassan to emphasise the 
“wide tenacious and praisewor- 
thy work” of all Jordanians and 
the Hashemite family, especial- 
ly the Crown Prince, in promot- 
ing inter-cultural dialogue and 
understanding. 

The institute emphasised 
Prince Hassan’s proposal for the 


establishment of a new interna- 
tional human order and the sub- 
sequent founding and co-chair- 
ing of the Independent 
Commission on Humanitarian 
Issues of the United Nations 
between 1983 and 1987. 

“(Prince Hassan’s) contribu- 
tions have been outstanding in... 
enriching (inter- V ethnic and 
religious relations... inter-cultur- 
al relations” and stressing the 
inter-connectedness of science 
and society, said the statement. 

“All the efforts of HRH the 
Crown Prince... are deeply root- 
ed in the best Mediterranean. 
Arab and Jordanian tradition as 
well as in the noblest values pro- 
posed by the Islamic culture, 
and they reveal the social and 
humanitarian values winch are 
precisely, those which the 
Science and Society Institute 
wishes to honour and appreci- 
ate." the statement said. 

Before receiving the prize on 
Friday. Prince Hassan will 

address the Mediterranean 
Charter convention of the 
Mediterranean Charter Group 
diet was established- in 1992 
with the aim of promoting coop- 
eration and understanding 

among peoples of the 

Mediterranean area. 

The meeting will seek to 
endorse the Mediterranean 

Charter which wa£' drafted in 
Elche in June last year and set 
up the Mediterranean Charter 


Organisation to institutionalise 
non-govemmental efforts to 
consolidate cooperation and 
promote understanding among 
Mediterranean nations. 

The convention is seen as a 
parallel effort on the popular 
level to the Barcelona 
Declaration of November 1995 
which aims at achieving closer 
cooperation between the 
European Union (EU) and noo- 
EU member Mediterranean 
stales through the conclusion of 
association agreements. 

The draft declaration empha- 
sises the need for closer cooper- 
ation among countries around 
the Mediterranean on the basis 
of mutual respect and recogni- 
tion of the uniqueness, sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity of 
each country. 

The declaration urges non- 
governmental cooperation in a 
wide range of areas in order to 
achieve security, economic sta- 
bility. development for all peo- 
ples of the Mediterranean. 

It calls for the settlement' of 
disputes through peaceful 
means, equality of rights of all. 
respect for human rights and 
urges cooperation in the areas of 
the environment, health, demog- 
raphy and education among otiv 


3 , 


.what observers here 
described as an. embodiment of 
ideas advocated by Prince 
Hassan, the declaration stresses 


the multi-dimensional aspects of 
which should entail social and 
economic security in addition to 
the military territories. It also 
pledges work on the basis of 
reducing economic disparity 
amongst countries and peoples 
of the area. 

“Peace and security building,” 
says the draft declaration, which 
has to be endorsed by a two third 
majority of members of the 
Mediterranean group, “should 
be based on factors of economic 
welfare, justice and democracy. 

’The participant stares and 
peoples of the Mediterranean 
region will also consider die 
establishment of regional sys- 
tems of Mediterranean coopera- 
tive security, including the pos- 
sibility of establishing perma- 
nent structures of collaboration 
which, — according to the 
United Nations Charter — 
could be used to undertake mis- 
sions for the establishment, 
maintenance or consolidation of 
peace," says the draft declara- 
tion, which represents the cul- 
mination of five years of work 
by the Mediterranean Charter 
Group. 

Meanwhile, Princess Sarvath, 
honorary vice president of the 
Jordanian Red Crescent Society, 
will hold talks with President 
of the Spanish Red Cross 
Society Juan Manuel Suarez de 
Toro and other officials. 


Kuwait government says 
it wants reconciliation 


KUWAIT (AP) — The 
government said 

Wednesday it wants to rec- 
oncile with countries that it 
said it as having supported 
Iraq in the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis, but only after they 
condemn the Iraqi invasion 
and call on Baghdad to 
comply with U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

” Kuwait’s interest calls 
for building bridges with the 
largest number of these 
countries that have a direct 
impact on Kuwait" the gov- 
ernment said in a report on 
its plans UDtii the year 2000. 

lire plan, announced by 
planning minister Ali M 
Zumaih, said Kuwait “will 
not be a prisoner to rigid 
stances” and will try to 
increase the number of 
countries it considers 
friendly. 

Kuwait’s relations with 
several Arab states includ- 
ing Jordan, Yemen and 


Sudan were strained 
because they either support- 
ed Iraq during its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait or failed to 
take Kuwait’s side clearly. 

Ties with Jordan have 
been improving for more 
than a year since Amman 
began distancing itself from 
Iraq, publicly criticising the 
leadership in Baghdad and 
granting asylum to dissi- 
dents. 

An indication of the 
improving relations came 
Wednesday when scores of 
Jordanians serving prison 
terms for collaborating with 
Iraqi occupiers met with rel- 
atives who came from 
Jordan under theauspices of 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross. 

However, Kuwait’s parlia- 
ment has rejected reconcili- 
ation bids, saying Kuwaitis 
will never forget how they 
were “betrayed" by fellow 
Arabs. 


2 Somali groups affirm support for peace plan 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Two Somali factions on 
Wednesday reaffirmed their 
support for a recent peace 
deal concluded in Ethiopia 
and appealed to factions 
which refused to attend the 
peace conference to join 
immediately. 

Speaking to reporters. 
Somali Patriotic Movement 
(SPM) leader Oumar Hashi. 
who supports Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad’s Somali 
Salvation Alliance (SSA), 
said their two factions will 
respect ihe Jan. 3 peace 
agreement, concluded after 
four weeks of tough negoti- 
ations in Sodere, a tourist 
complex 200 kilometres 
east the capital Addis 
Ababa. 

Mr. Hashi appealed to 
United Somali Congress- 
Somali National Alliance 
(USC/5NA) faction leader 
Hussein Mohammad and the 
leader of the breakaway 
republic of Somaliland 
Mohammad Ibrahim Egal to 


join the peace agreement 
and to enter the Somali 
Salvation Committee iSSCl. 
which will govern Somalia 
as a transitional authority 
until democracy is estab- 
lished in the lawless Horn of 
Africa country. 

The country has been in 
chaos since the fall of dicta- 
tor Mohammad Siad Barre 
in January 1991, with no 
form of government as rival 
factions battle it out for con- 
trol of the country. 

Mr. Hashi said demonstra- 
tions in support of the new 
peace agreement are due to 
take place in the Somali cap- 
ital and other regions of the 
country in the next two to 
three days. 

Engineer Mohamoud 
Hussein Addow, acting 
chairman of Ali Mahiii’s 
SSA faction, said the 
Ethiopian peace conference 
gave die best opportunity for 
ihe Somali factions to over- 
come their differences. 

Mr. Addow said that non- 


attendance of the conference 
by Mr. Aideed and Mr. Egal 
would not hamper the gen- 
uine agreement signed by 
the vast majority of Somali 
factions. 

Mr. Addow also said that 
long-term negotiations to 
resolve outstanding Somali 
differences will be held 
between the Somali 
National Committee and the 
two factions which refused 
to attend the conference in 
Ethiopia. 

The negotiations will aim 
at persuading the USC/SNA 
faction to renounce its his 
unilateral declaration of Mr. 
Aideed as president of 
Somalia in order to avoid 
military action to solve the 
problem of the divided capi- 
tal. Mogadishu. 

But Mr. Aideed’s interior 
secretary, Mohamed 

Kanyare Afrah, scoffed at 
the invitations to his faction 
to join the peace bandwagon 
and said that those who wem 
to Ethiopia for the peace 


conference committed a 
crime against his govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Afrah warned that 
when they return to 
Somalia, they will be 
detained and prosecuted for 
their action. 

“We have a national repre- 
sentative government sup- 
ported by most Somali fac- 
tions," Mr. Afrah said, and 
characterised those who 
went to Ethiopia as “invent- 
ed factions, splinter groups 
and elements who cany 
messages for foreigners.” 

Mr. Afrah himself 
appealed to the factions 
which wem to Ethiopia to 
abandon their ways and join 
the Aideed government. 

Mr. Aideed considers him- 
self the president of Somalia 
after his father, who set up a 
government unrecognised 
by the other factions, was 
declared interim president 
for three years at a confer- 
ence of his supporters in 
Mogadishu in June 1995. 


Mahdi seeks fatwa 
on Khartoum regime 


CAIRO (AFP) — Former 
Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadeq Al Mahdi has urged 
the highest Sunni Muslim 
authority, Al Azbar, to 
issue a religious decree on 
the legality of the Islamic 
regime in Khartoum which 
toppled him in I9S9. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Mabdi’s opposition Umma 
Party in Cairo said on 
Wednesday that the former 
premier made the request 
on Tuesday during a meet- 
ing in the Egyptian capital 
with the head of Al Azhar, 
Sheikh Mohammad 
Sayyed Tantawi. 

"Sheikh Tantawi 

promised to examine this 
request," the spokesman 
said. 

Mr. Mahdi asked Sheikh 
Tantawi "to give Sharia 
(Islamic law) on the legal- 
ity’ of the Khartoum 
regime, which rose to 
power by staging a coup, 
set up a police state and 
monopolised power in the 
name of religion," Mr. 
Mahdi’s spokesman said. 

Mr. Mahdi. who was 
democratically elected in 
1986, snuck out of 
Khartoum in December 
after frequent arrests and 
detentions by the Islamic- 


Ied government of 
President Omar Al Bashir 
following the 1989 mili- 
tary coup. 

He also asked Sheikh 
Tantawi to give judgement 
on "the announcement by 
the Khartoum regime of a 
jihad (holy war) against 
Muslims and Christians," 
— a reference to northern 
opposition factions and the 
southern guerrillas respec- 
tively. 

Mr. Mahdi also asked for 
a ruling on whether the 
"execution by the 
Sudanese authorities of 
three Sudanese who made 
illegal financial transac- 
tions" was legal from a 
Muslim point of view, the 
spokesman added. 

But Sheikh Tantawi’s 
spokesman. Omar Al 
BastawissL refused to con- 
firm or deny the report say- 
ing that Me. Mahdi had 
only sought "the reinforce- 
ment of the assistance 
accorded by Al Azhar to the 
Sudanese people.” 

Last year the head of A] 
Azhar turned down an invi- 
tation by the Sudanese 
government to lead Friday 
prayers at Khartoum’s main 
mosque. 


UAE group sails to Iraq 

DUBAI (R) — a group of men from die .United Arab 
Emirates (UAE.) sailed for Iraq on Wednesday with 32 
tonnes of baby milk and medicine to help ease the suffer^ 
ing of Iraqi children under U.N. sanctions. 

The white launch, bedecked with pictures of UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI Nahayan and the 
national white, red, green and black flag, left the port of 
Hamnyah in Dubai on the 38-hour trip to the southern Irani 
port of Kb or Al Zubair. ^ 

It would be the first such visit since Iraq’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait organisers said. The UAE was a member of the 

1991 COahUOn drovc forccs out of Kuwait in 

What the organisers call the "first friendship trip" follows 
a November appeal by Sheikh Zayed to reconcile with Iraq 
and signs of growing Iraq-UAE trade after Iraq agreed ro 

implement an oil-for-food deal with the United Nations last 
month. 

** organisers, a 1 0-man group of mostly bankers 
15 a purel - hu ““ 


Mrs. Clinton 
nominated 
for Gammy award 

WASHINGTON lAFPj _ 
First Lady Hillaiy Clinton 
was nominated for a 1997 
Grammy recording awaiti 
for the audio version of ha- 
book “It Takes a Village.- 
The first lady reportedly 
said: “What? Oh, 1 are just 
so thrilled!" when she 
learned dial her book was up 
for the award, better known 
for honouring music recod- 
ing stars. Mrs. Gintoo 
donated foe $742,000 in roy- 
alties for foe best-selling 
book to children’s hospitals. 
Also competing for the 
award are two collaborative , 
efforts, one featuring Lauren Jj 
BacalL Martin Landau. Jack * 
Lemmon and Gregory Peck, 
foe other featuring Eduard 
Asner, EUen Burstyn and 
Alfre Woodard. 

Gate’s has unusual 
deal with wife 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Microsoft mogul Bill Gates 
has an unusual deal with 
wife Melinda that allows him 
to spend one long weekend 
every spring with old flame 
Ann ‘Winblad. according to 
Time Magazine. Billionaire 
Gates broke up with Winblad 
in 1987. but they have 
remained friends. According 
to Gales, foe two spend their 
weekend visits at her north 
Carolina beach cottage walk- 
ing along the beach and 
playing mini-golf “while dis- 
cussing biotechnology." He 
said Ire asked Winblad for/J 
“approval” when he was 
thinking of marrying 
Melinda, and she gave it. 

Hollywood 
madam sentenced 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Heidi Fleiss, dubbed the 
‘^Hollywood madam” for 
running a call-girl service to 
foe stars, has been sentenced 
to three years in jail on 
charges of tax evasion and 
money laundering. Fleiss, 
31, was also given a 5400 
fine and ordered to perform 
300 hours of community ser- 
vice. She was found guilty in 
August 1995 of fading to 
report profits from her activi- 
ties to the tax authorities. 
Judge Consuelo Marshall 
agreed with lawyers for foe 
defence that foe case was 
tainted by sexism because 
Fleiss’s clients were not 
taken to court 

Maid drinks rare 
wines, is fined 

CATHCART (AFP)— A 
maid who helped herself to 
her employers' rare wine 
collection while they were 
on holiday has been fined 
1,800 rand (S385), the SAPA 
news agency said. 
Nowangile Mchiteka, 51. 
was sentenced for stealing 57 
bottles of rare wines and 
liquors worth about 4,000 
rand (5855 ) from the cellar 
of Carl Beckeriing and his 
wife. Joan, who live in retire- 
ment in the Hogsback 
mountains near this eastern 
Cape province fanning 
town. The report said ( 
Mchiteka drank foe stolen 
liquor. The Beckeriings dis- 1 
covered foe bottles were j 
missing from their collec- 
tion, which took 12 years to 
gather, when they returned 
from holiday. 

Bad luck robs 
Italy lottery winner 

ROME (Ri — The owner of 
a ticket picked as the winner 
of one of the top prizes in 
Italy’s biggest lottery had a 
rude shock when fo& ^ 
games committee declared 
foe ticket invalid because of a 
technical problem. Ticket 
number U 527243. sold in 
the eastern town ofJesi. was 
drawn live on television on 
Monday night to win fifth 
prize, two billion lire 
m), in the New Year loner) 
draw. But a blockage can-**® 
six instead of 10 balls 
in one of foe machines ntjrr. 
which foe winning numper 
was drawn. The gene® 
games committee d®**® 
that foe win was void and 
ticket should be cancelled- 




